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EXECUTIVE SUHF,_RY

The Food and Nutrition Service has conducted periodic surveys of
food stamp households to determine the characteristics and
circumstances of program beneficiaries. This report presents the
results of the most recent survey of about 11,000 participating
households in the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The
report has two objectives: to describe the economic and
demographic circumstances of food stamp households in the summer
of 1988 and to examine changes in these circumstances since
summer 1987. 1

Slightly over 18.5 million people a month received food stamp
benefits in the United States in the summer of 1988. At the time
these data were gathered:

o About 94 percent of all food stamp households had a
total gross income that was equal to or less than the
official poverty guidelines; 37 percent were below half
the poverty line.

o Almost 42 percent of all food _tamp households also
received benefits under Aid to !Families with Dependent
Children. Twenty percent had earned income. Over 20
percent of all households received Social Security or
Railroad Retirement benefits; nearly 20 percent received
Supplemental Security Income.

o The average deduction from gross income was $211 per
month. The most frequent deduCtion--other than the
standard deduction available t ° every household--was for
excess shelter costs, claimed by over 70 percent of
all food stamp households.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit was $127 per
household or $49 per person.

o Over 18 percent of all food stamp households had no
net income after taking the allowable deductions from
gross income, and thus received the maximum allowable
benefit.

IFor this 1988 report (as for the 1987 report), summer
refers to the average of data for July and August.
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o When food stamp benefits were counted along with cash

income, the percentage of food Stamp households below

half the poverty line fell from 37 percent to

13 percent.

o The average food stamp household included 2.6 people,

but there was substantial variat:ion among different

household types. For instance, an average of 3.8 people

constituted a household where sChool-age children were
present, while households with elderly members averaged

only 1.4 persons. Nearly 54 percent of all food stamp

households contained only one or two people.

o Almost 76 percent of the heads of food stamp
households were women.

o Over 50 percent of all the people participating in the
Food Stamp Program were children (less than 18 years

old). Another 8 percent were elderly (60 years

old or older).

o About 19 percent of all food stamp households had at

least one elderly member. Over 92 percent of all

elderly participants lived alone or with one other

person (usually elderly as well).

A comparison of survey data from summer 1987 with the results of
the current survey shows that:

o Average monthly gross income increased from $426 per
household in summer 1986 to $433 in summer of 1988.

o The percentage of households with gross income below

half the poverty line fell from 39 percent to

37 percent.

o The average value of total deductions increased from

$205 to $211, and average net income also increased from
$239 to $242.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit increased from

$120 per household to $127 per household.

v
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INTRODUCTION

The Food Stamp Program (FSP) is a nationwide program that helps
Iow-income families and individuals buy the foods they need to
maintain a nutritious diet. This assistance is in the form of

coupons that can be redeemed for food in authorized food stores,
thus increasing the purchasing power of low-income households.
The program is authorized by Congress, administered nationally by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), and operated by State welfare agencies and their local
offices. During fiscal year 1988, in an average month, about
18.7 million people received food stamp benefits at a total
annual program cost of $12.3 billion.

Since food stamp benefits add to the resources available to iow-
income households, the FSP can be considered part of the Federal
income maintenance system. It is distinct from other income
maintenance programs in two important ways. First, it is
designed to provide nutritional assistance to low-income
households. Thus, program benefits--the food stamps--can be used
only to buy food. Second, the program is distinguished by the
absence of categorical restrictions on eligibility and
participation. Unlike Aid to Families with Dependent Children or
Supplemental Security Income, for example, program eligibility is
not limited to specific types of people (parents with dependent
children, the elderly, or the disabled). Instead, the FSP is
available to all who meet the income and resource standards set

by Congress. Thus, program participants represent a broad
spectrum of the iow-income population.

FNS has conducted periodic surveys of food stamp households to
determine the characteristics and circumstances of program
beneficiaries. This report presents the results of a survey of
11,000 participating households in the 50 States and the District
of Columbia. The report has two objectives: to describe the
economic and demographic circumstances of food stamp participants
in the summer of 1988 and to examine changes in these
circumstances from summer 1987. -_

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the structure, size, and
economic context of the FSP in the summer of 1988. Chapter 2
describes summer 1988 food stamp household circumstances in some
detail, while Chapter 3 looks at trends in household
circumstances and caseload composition from 1987 to 1988 by
comparing the summer 1987 sample with summer 1988. Appendix A
presents an extensive set of detailed tabulations of household
characteristics in the summer of 1988. The other appendixes to
this report contain supplemental tables, a brief description of
the sample design, and a discussion on the sampling error of the
estimates presented in this report.
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CHAPTER 1: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

The number and characteristics of households participating in the

Food Stamp Program (FSP) vary somewhat over time. Several
factors contribute to these variations. Legislative changes to

eligibility requirements are partially responsible. The economic
status of the Nation as well as underlying demographic trends may

also affect the program's level of participation and

characteristics of participating households. This chapter

provides some background on the general circumstances of the FSP
in the summer of 1988.

The chapter begins with an overview of program changes between
the summer of 1987 and the summer of 1988 and a review of

eligibility requirements. This is followed by a brief summary of

total program participation and costs as well as economic

conditions in fiscal year 1988.

Program Chanqes Since the Previous fiscal year

The FSP was affected by legislation implemented in fiscal

year 1988. First, the Immigration Reform and Control Act allowed

special agricultural workers in temporary resident status to

apply for food stamps beginning June 1, 1987. Second, the

Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act made the following
provisions: it allowed families with minor children living with

either the parent's parents or siblings to form a separate

household; it moved the income eligibility annual adjustments

from July 1 to October 1 of each year; it increased the shelter

deduction cap to $164; it excluded third-party housing assistance

payments from income; and it expanded categories of households
eligible for expedited services. Third, the Older Americans Act

Amendments excluded Community Service Employment Program funds as

income for food stamp purposes. Finally, the Charitable
Assistance and Food Bank Act of 1987 exgluded charitable

contributions up to $300 a quarter as income for food stamp
purposes.

Proqram Eliqibility Requirements

The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, defines the group of

people who comprise a household for food stamp purposes and sets

uniform criteria for their eligibility. These criteria include a

gross and net income limit, a resource limit, and a variety of
nonfinancial criteria. Each of these is discussed briefly below.



Income Eligibility Standards

To be eligible for food stamps, the gross monthly income of most

households had to be at or below 130 percent of the Federal

poverty guidelines ($14,560 annually for a family of four), and

their net income had to be at or below 100 percent of the Federal
poverty guidelines ($11,200 annually for a family of four). 1

Households with an elderly or disabled member were subject only
to the net income test described below. Gross income included

all cash payments to the households with the exception of a few

specific types excluded by law or regulation (such as loans,

nonrecurring lump sum payments, and reimbursement of certain

expenses). The following deductions were then subtracted from

the household's gross monthly income to determine its net income:

o A standard deduction adjusted periodically to reflect

changes in the cost of living. The standard deduction was

$102 in the 48 contiguous States and the District of
Columbia in the summer of 1988.

o An earned income deduction for working households equal to
20 percent of the combined earnings of household members.

o A dependent care deduction for the expenses involved in

caring for children or other dependents while household

members worked or sought employment. The maximum value
which could be claimed under this deduction was capped at
$160.

o An excess shelter deduction for those shelter costs (such as

rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, property taxes, and

insurance) that exceeded 50 percent of the household's

income remaining after all other deductions were taken. The
limit in the summer of 1988 for households living in the 48

contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $164. z

The limit is adjusted periodically to reflect changes in the

cost of living. Households with an elderly (age 60 or

older) or disabled member were exempted from this limit:

they were entitled to subtract the full value of all shelter

_Income eligibility standards are updated every year. The

figures supplied in this text were effective from July 1, 1987,

through September 30, 1988, for all States and territories except

Alaska and Hawaii, which have higher standards. See appendix C

for the full array of monthly standards.

2Both the standard deduction and ceiling on the value of the

excess shelter deductions in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the Virgin

Islands were adjusted to reflect price differences from the
mainland. See appendix D for the value of each in the summer
of 1988.



costs greater than 50 percent of their adjusted income.

o A special medical deduction limited to households with an
elderly or disabled member. These households could deduct
all medical costs exceeding $35 incurred by the elderly or
disabled person. Medical expenses reimbursed by insurance
or government programs were not deductible. If a household
contained more than one disabled or elderly person, then it
could deduct the combined medical expenses (for those
disabled or elderly persons) that exceeded the
elderly/disabled's initial $35 charge.

After subtracting these allowable deductions from gross income,
the household's net income was then compared to a table of
monthly income limits based on the official poverty guidelines.
These guidelines vary by household size and are updated annually
to reflect changes in the cost of living. The FSP income limits
were adjusted in July 1987 to correspond to the most recent
poverty guidelines. Because the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless
Assistance Act moved the annual income eligibility adjustments to
October 1, the July 1987 limits were still in effect. In the
summer of 1988, a four-person family living in one of the 48
contiguous States, the District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin
Islands could qualify for the program with a net monthly income
of $934 and a gross monthly income of $1,214 or less. s

Resource Eligibility Standards

The value of a household's assets is also accounted for

determining program eligibility. Most households were permitted
up to $2,000 in countable resources. Households with at least
one person age 60 or older were allowed Up to $3,000. Countable
resources included cash on hand and assets that could easily be
converted to cash, such as money in checking or savings accounts,
savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump sum payments.
Assets also included nonliquid assets; however, the family home
and lot, one family vehicle if under $4,500 in value, and tools
of a trade and business property used in earning the family
income were not counted in determining eligibility.

Nonfinancial Eligibility Btandards

People could qualify for benefits only as part of a "food stamp
household." The household consists of those persons whose income
and resources are summed to determine program eligibility and
benefits. Many means-tested assistance programs define the
household in slightly different ways, largely to target benefits

SSeparate income limits were computed for Alaska and Hawaii.
See appendix C for the full array for each household size.
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to particular individuals such as the elderly or children.

In general terms, a food stamp household consisted of an

individual who lived alone or who lived with others but usually

purchased and prepared food separately; and groups of individuals

who lived, purchased food, and prepared meals together.
Individuals without minor children living with their siblings or

parents under age 60 were considered as living in the same

household as their siblings or parents regardless of their food

preparation practices. Also, an individual 60 years or older

(and spouse) who was unable to purchase and prepare meals due to

a permanent disability may constitute a'separate household

provided such individual lived with others whose income did not

exceed 165 percent of the poverty level. Some restrictions were

placed on the participation of aliens, students, strikers, and

residents of institutions. The income, resources, and deductible

expenses of all persons in the food stamp household were counted

to determine the household's eligibility for benefits.

The FSP included several provisions to encourage able-bodied

participants to seek and hold jobs. With certain exceptions,

physically and mentally fit food stamp participants had to

register for and accept suitable employment. The exceptions to

this work registration requirement included:

o people under 16 or over 59 years of age,

o people ages 16 and 17 who are not household heads or who are
attending school,

o caretakers of dependent children less than 6 years old or

incapacitated adults,

o people who were working at least 30 hours per week,

o people subject to the Aid to Families with Dependent

Children (AFDC) program's work requirements,

o people receiving unemployment compensation,

o people who are physically or mentally disabled,

o participants in drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and

rehabilitation programs, and

o students enrolled at least half-time.

As of April 1987, these work registrants were required to

participate in State Employment and Training (E&T) programs.

Exemptions were given to work registrants who were in their

second or third trimester of pregnancy; were caring for a child

if adequate child care was not available; had participated in the

5



FSP for 30 days or less; or were living in areas with high

unemployment rates. Examples of activities that may be required

of non exempt work registrants included job search or job search

training; workfare or work experience, 6r vocational or non
vocational education.

Furthermore, some applicant household heads were required to
actively participate in job search while their applications were

pending. Additionally, applicant households whose primary wage

earner voluntarily quit a job without good cause were made

ineligible for 90 days.

9enefit Computation

The maximum amount of food stamps a household could receive was

equal to the cost of the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) in June 1987,
adjusted for household size. The maximum allotments are revised

periodically to reflect changes in the cost of foods included in

the TFP. The maximum allotment for a family of four in the 48

contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $290 per month

during fiscal year 1988. 4

The food stamp benefit issued to each household was based on the

number of people in the household and the amount of net income
available after subtracting the allowable deductions. Monthly

benefits were equal to the maximum coupon allotment for that
household less 30 percent of its net income. Benefits were

prorated to the date of application during the initial month of

participation. All one- and two-person households that qualified

for the program, however, were guaranteed a minimum benefit of at

least $10 per month (except the initial month on the program).

FSP Participation and Costs

Participation in the FSP declined slightly between fiscal years

1981 and 1982. By late 1982, participation had begun to

increase, reaching a historic high level of 22.6 million persons

in March 1983. This peak was followed bY a relatively steady

decline in the number of food stamp recipients. With the
exception of seasonal increases during Winter months, this

decrease in participation continued through September 1988, at

which point 18.4 million persons were participating in the FSP

_Separate plans were developed for selected outlying areas.

The maximum coupon allotments for each household size in the 48

contiguous States, the District of Columbia, and outlying areas

are shown in appendix E.
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(see fig. 1). This was the lowest level of participation in the
50 States and the District of Columbia since January 1980.

Between fiscal years 1987 and 1988, the average monthly

participation declined 2.1 percent from 19.1 to 18.7 million
persons.

The maximum allotment for a family of four increased 7.0 percent,
from $271 to $290, between the two fiscal years. Total Federal

costs in fiscal year 1988 were $12.3 billion, of which $11.1

billion were issued in benefits. The amount of food stamp

benefits issued in fiscal year 1988 increased by 0.6 percent, or

$642 million from fiscal year 1987. Total program costs,

including State administrative expenses, increased nearly $700

million from $11.7 billion in fiscal year 1987 to $12.4 billion

in fiscal year 1988.

In the summer of 1988, the time period on which the remainder of

this report focuses, average monthly program costs were about
$1.01 billion, of which $909 million were in the form of

benefits. Program data (excluding Guam and the Virgin Islands)

indicate that per-person benefits in the summer of 1988 averaged
$49.41.

An Overview of Economic Developments Through 198S

The recession, which began in 1981 and continued through early

1983, was followed by a very rapid, strong recovery beginning in

late 1983 (see table 1). The unemployment rate declined from a

high of 10.7 percent in November and December 1982 to 8.2 percent

in December 1983. By the end of 1988, the unemployment rate had

dropped to 5.2 percent (see fig. 2). The poverty rate increased
from 1982 to 1983, but then declined from 15.2 percent in 1983 to

13.1 percent in 1988 (see table 1).

Inflation dropped significantly from 1982 to 1983 and continued

to decline through 1986 (see table 1). The cost of the TFP for a

family of four increased 3.5 percent from fiscal year 1987 to

1988 compared to an il-percent increase from September 1979 to

September 1980 and an average increase of 2.9 percent for 1982

through 1988.



FIGURE 1

FSP average monthly participation by individuals
Calendar years 1982-1988, by quarter

(in millions)

FSP Porticipotion
23

I

22- ,

!

!

21 '
_ ,

I

!

I
i

20- !
!
!

(
i

i
19 ;

J
I

t

18 ' ' i , , , _ ,. i t....._......, , 1..... l__J
1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Colendar Yeors 1982-1988

Source: Food Stamp Program Keydata Reports

Note: Partkipafion in Puerto Rico is excluded.



Tabte l--Major economic indicators, catendar years 1982-1988
(average annuat rates in percent)

Economic indicator 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Rea[ GNP increasea -2.5% 3.6% 6.8% 3.4% 2.7% 3.7% 4.4%

Productivity increaseb -0.7 2.4 2.6 2.0 2.3 1.2 1.7

Unemployment ratec 9.7 9.6 7.5 7.2 7.0 6.2 5.5

Inf[atien rated 6.4 3.9 3.7 3.0 2.6 3.2 3.3

Interest rates® 13.8 12.0 12.7 11.4 9.0 9.4 9.7

Number of persons be[ow 100 percent
of poverty [eve[ (in thousands) 34,398 35,303 33,700 33,064 32,370 32,546 31,878
Percentage of totat poputatien 15.0% 15.2% 14.4% 14.0% 13.6% 13.4% 13.1%

a
Percent change from preceding period, table C-2.

b
Percent change in output per hour, nonfarm business sector, tabte C-47.

CAt[ ctvitian workers, tabte C-39.

d
Change in impticit price deftator for gross natienat product, tabte C-3.

e
Corporate Ama bond yietd, table C-71.

Source for first five tines of data: Economic Report of the President, Washington, DC, February 1990.

Source for test two tines of data: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Poputation Reports, Series P-60,
No. 166, Money Income and Poverty Status in the United States: 1988 (Advance Data from the March 1989 Current
Population Survey}, Washington, DC, 1989.



FIGURE 2

_- Unemployment rate for civilians
Calendar years 1982-199, by quarter

Data seasonally' adjusted and averaged over qtrs
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CHAPTER 2: CHARACTERISTIC8 OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD8

Slightly over 18.4 million people in over 7.0 million households

received FSP benefits in the summer of 1988. l This chapter addresses

basic questions about the characteristics of these households by

looking at their income, deductions, benefits, assets, and
household composition in some detail. The results presented here

portray a cross-section of the program's caseload. Most of the

information deals with characteristics of the entire food stamp

household. In some cases, however, characteristics of individual

participants are also presented. Additional information about

each topic can be found in the detailed tabulations of

appendix A.

Gross Monthly Income

The average gross income of all participating households in the
50 States and the District of Columbia was $433 per month. 2

Almost 7 percent reported no gross income in the summer of 1988;

over 51 percent reported a monthly income of less than $400 (see

fig. 3). Only 22 percent had a monthly gross income of $600 or
more.

The distribution of gross income was heavily influenced by the

large number of small households in the program. Almost

49 percent of all the households with income below $400 were

single-person households. Over 77 percent of all single-person
households had an income below $400, compared to under 17 percent
of those with at least six members. There were several reasons

for this pattern. The food stamp income eligibility limits vary

with household size: small households become ineligible at lower

incomes than large households. Transfer payments from other

welfare programs also tend to increase with household size.

1The information reported here and in appendix A is limited

to summer 1988 food stamp participants in the 50 States and the
District of Columbia. There were an additional 32,000

participants in Guam and the Virgin Islands. Puerto Rico, which

until July 1982 had participated in the FSP, served participants
through its Nutritional Assistance Program, and the Northern

Mariana Islands also participated in a block grant program.

2It should be noted that the statistics reported in this and

subsequent sections are based on information recorded in food

stamp casefiles by State eligibility workers. These figures have

not been corrected for possible underreporting or nonreporting of
income.
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FIGURE 3

Distribution of food stamp households
by monthly gross and net incomes

summer 1988
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One way to account for the influence of household size on gross

income is to examine the status of food stamp households with

respect to the official definition of poverty. $ As shown in

table 2, about 92 percent of all food stamp households had total
income that was less than or equal to the poverty line. This

includes about 37 percent who had total income at or below half

the poverty guidelines.

Net Monthly Income

A household's net income was determined by subtracting the

standard, earned income, dependent care, medical, and excess

shelter expense from its gross monthly income. The level of net

income then determined the household's eligibility and monthly

benefit. Average net income was $242 per month in the summer of

1988. Over 18 percent of all households had no net income after

subtracting the allowable deductions from their gross income.
These households received the maximum coupon allotment. Almost

seven out of 10 participating households had net income less than

$300 per month and over 92 percent had net income under $600 a
month.

Sources of Income

As table 3 shows, a large number of food stamp households also

received cash benefits from at least one of the major income

transfer programs (AFDC, Social Security, and SSI). At the same
time, there was a substantial number of households that

supplemented limited earnings with food stamp benefits. About 80

percent of all households had income from at least one

3As noted above, the definition of poverty is adjusted for

household size. The poverty guidelines used by the FSP in the

summer of 1988 are shown in appendix B. A word of caution is in

order when comparisons are made to the poverty population define-d
by the Bureau of the Census. Census counts households as poor if

their annual cash income falls below the poverty guidelines. In

contrast, households were eligible for food stamps if their

monthly cash income fell below the program's income limits.

Since household income may vary from month to month, a household

may be eligible for food stamps in one month but ineligible the

next. Therefore, some households eligible for food stamps for

one or more months may have annual incomes above the poverty

line. On t_e other hand, households with assets worth more than

the food stamp asset limit could be ineligible for food stamps in

any month, although their monthly and annual incomes are well

below the poverty guideline.

13



Table 2--Poverty stratus of food stamp households, summer1988

Gross incomeas a Percent of Cumulative
percentaae of Poverty ell househplds percenta

SOt or less 37.0 37.0

S1 to 100 SS.l 92.1

101to130 7.5 9g.6

131 or more 0.4 100.0

Numberof households (in thousands) 7,015

_Dueto rounding, the s_mof individual categories my not retch the table total.

Source: Summer1988 Food Strop Quality Control staple.
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Table 3--Major sources of tncomeamongfood stamphouseholds,
sumner1988

(numberstn thousands)

Source of tncone Food_tamphguseholds
Number Percent'

Aid to Famlltes with DependentChtld_n 2.g12 41.5

Earningsb 1,401 20.0

Social Security and Railroad Retirement 1,426 20.3

Supplemental Security Income 1,367 19.5

Total 7o015

aThe sumsof individual incomesources do not add to totals becausehouseholds can recetve income
from more than one source.

bIncludes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned incometax credit.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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of these sources.

Aid to Families with Dependent Children

Almost 42 percent of all food stamp households received AFDC
benefits. On average, these households supplemented $88 from

other sources with a $391 AFDC payment, for a total gross income

of $479 per month. Almost 90 percent of these households,

however, had no income other than the AFDC grant.

Earned Income

About 20 percent of all food stamp households reported earned
income from some source. Households with earned income were

generally larger and had substantially higher income than

nonearners. The average household size for those with earnings

was 3.7 people compared to 2.4 people for other households. For
these households, average earnings amounted to $535 out of an

average gross income of $659 per month compared to $381 for other

households. Nearly 58 percent of households with earned income

reported no income other than earnings.

Social Security and Railroad Retirement

Almost 20 percent of all food stamp households received income

from Railroad Retirement and Survivors' and Disability Insurance

(also called Social Security) benefits averaging about $351 per
month. Nearly 30 percent of these households had no other source

of income, while about 50 percent also received Federal

Supplemental Security Income payments.

Supplemental Security Income

Almost 20 percent of all food stamp households received SSI

payments. The average Federal SSI benefit was $240 per month.

This was the only source of income for nearly 28 percent of these
households. Over one-half received SSI in combination with

Social Security benefits.

Deductions From Gross Income

The Food Stamp Act provides for deductions from gross income when

determining household eligibility and benefits. In the summer of

1988, these included a standard deduction for all households,

earned income and dependent care deductions for employed

households, a medical deduction for the elderly and disabled, and

an excess shelter expense deduction. Each of the dependent care
and excess shelter deductions had limits on the size of the

deduction available to households. Households could claim up to

maximum of $160 for the dependent care deduction. The excess
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shelter deduction limit was $152 for households certified before
October 1, 1987 and $164 for other households, with elderly and
disabled households exempted from either limit.

Almost 80 percent of all food stamp households claimed at least
one deduction other than the standard. The average deduction to
which households were entitled, including the value of the
standard, was $211 per month. The average entitlement for all
deductions other than the standard was $109 per month.

A distinction should be made between a household's deduction

entitlement and the amount actually used to compute food stamp
benefits. The entitlement is the deduction that a household

would receive on the basis of its earned income, dependent care
costs, shelter costs, and medical expenses if the total of these
allowable deductions was less than its gross income. Because net
income cannot be less than zero, households with total deductions
greater than their gross income could only claim a portion of
their deduction entitlement. The value of the deductions

actually used in computing household benefits in the summer of
1988, that is, the difference between average gross and average
net income, was $191, or 90 percent of the average total
deduction entitlement of food stamp households.

The frequency with which the different deductions were claimed
varied considerably. The excess shelter deduction was claimed by
over 70 percent of all participating households. The average
value of the shelter deduction among those who claimed it was
$118 per month. Nearly 22 percent of all food stamp households
(and 31 percent of those claiming the excess shelter deduction)
were affected by the cap placed on the value of the excess
shelter deduction. Households with elderly or disabled members
are not subject to the cap. As a result, 5 percent of all food
stamp households (18 percent of the elderly households) claimed a
deduction above the cap. The average shelter deduction among
these exempted households was $250 per month.

Twenty percent of all food stamp households claimed the earned
income deduction, averaging $103 per month. In contrast, both
the dependent care and medical deductions were used relatively
infrequently. For those who were able to claim one or the other,
however, they provided a substantial deduction from gross income.
The dependent care deduction was claimed by nearly 3 percent of
all participating households with an average claim of $108 among
those claiming the deduction. The medical deduction was claimed
by about 3 percent of all participating households. The average
claim among those with this deduction was $72.
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Food Stamp Benefits

The average summer monthly food stamp benefit reported in this

survey was $127 per household (or about $48.03 per person). 4
Nine percent of the households received the minimum $10 benefit

guaranteed to one- and two-person households.

Targeting Benefits to the Most Needy

FSP is designed to target benefits to those households most in

need. Poorer households relative to the poverty guideline

receive larger benefits than households with more income.

Table 4 demonstrates the extent of benefit targeting in the

program in the summer of 1988. Only 37 percent of all households

had income at 50 percent or less of the poverty guideline, yet

these households received 54 percent of all food stamp benefits

issued. In contrast, many more households (55 percent) had

income between 51 and 100 percent of the poverty guideline but
received only 43 percent of the benefits.

Effect on Poverty Status

The previous discussion of gross income levels showed that food

stamp participants generally fell well below the poverty line.

The official definition of poverty is based on the cash income of

household members before taxes and after cash transfer payments,
but it does not include the value of in-kind benefits such as

food stamps. If the FSP is viewed in the general context of
income maintenance programs, however, it can be argued that food

stamp benefits, which increase a household's total resources,

should be included in any measurement of a householdts poverty

status. In this way, the effect of food stamp benefits in

reducing the number of households in poverty can also be

measured. Table 5 compares the poverty status of participating
households before the transfer of food stamp benefits, based on

cash income only, and after the transfer, counting the value of

food stamps received along with cash income, s

4In comparison to the sample survey data reported here, FSP

administrative data for 1988 show an average summer monthly

benefit of $129.50 per household and $49.41 per person.

SThis comparison assumes that program participants value

their food stamp benefits at face value. For a general

discussion of this and related issues, see U.S. Bureau of the

Census, Technical Paper No. 50, "Alternative Methods for Valuing

Selected In-Kind Transfer Benefits and Measuring Their Effect on

Poverty, "Washington, DC, 1982.
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Table 4--Distribution of householdsand benefits by poverty 11ne,
sumner1988

Gross Incomeas Percent Percent
a percentage of of all of all

poverty household_ beneftt_

25_ or less 13.1 19.4

26- 60 23.9 34.7

51- 75 24.3 27.2

76- 100 30.8 15.8

101- 125 6.9 2.7

126- 130 0.6 0.1

131ormore 0.5 0.1

Totalm 100.0 100.0

aDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not retch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampOualtty Control sample.
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Table 5--Effect of food stamp beneftts on poverty status of
food stamp households, sumner1988

Incomeas a Distribution of I_sehoids tn C_angetn
percent of relation to poTerty line" percentage points
poverty Basedon BaSedon cash

cash only aMfood stamps

50_ or less 37t 13_ -23

51 to 100 55 73 +18

101 or mre 8 14 + 6

#_ber of households (tn thousands) 7.015 7.015

aOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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By counting food stamp benefits along with cash income, the
percentage of food stamp households below the poverty line fell

from 92 percent to 86 percent. In other words, 6 percent of the

participating households were moved above the poverty line as a

result of their food stamp benefit. Program benefits had an even

greater effect on the poorest households; 23 percent of the
participating households were moved to at least half of the

poverty line as a result of their food stamp benefit. The

proportion of food stamp households above the poverty line

increased (from 8 to 14 percent) when food stamp benefits were

counted, while the proportion remaining below half of the poverty

line was reduced by almost two-thirds (from 37 to 13 percent).

Assets

The summer 1988 survey collected limited information on the
assets of participating households. Almost 76 percent of all

food stamp households had no assets counted toward the resource

limit. Another 19 percent had countable assets of $500 or less.

The remaining 6 percent of households had countable assets
between $501 and $3,000.

Households with elderly members had somewhat higher asset levels,

but only 6 percent of these households had $1,000 or more in

countable resources in spite of a higher resource limit ($3,000
for each household compared to $2,000 for other households).

Across all households, countable assets averaged $92 in the
summer of 1988, while households with elderly members had an

average of $229.

Caseload Composition

The average size of a food stamp household was about 2.6 persons

in the summer of 1988, but there was considerable variation among

different household types. The average for households with

school-age children, for example, was 3.8 persons. Households
with children of any age contained an average of 3.6 persons.

Households with earned income had an average of 3.5 persons.

Households with one or more elderly members contained an average

of only 1.4 persons. Over one-half (52 percent) of all food

stamp households contained only one or two people.

The heads of food stamp households were predominantly female

(76 percent). Forty-seven percent were white, 36 percent black,

and over 12 percent were of Hispanic origin.

The age distribution of all people receiving food stamps reflects

the large percentage (61 percent) of food stamp households with
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children and the larger average size of these households. Over
50 percent of all food stamp participants were children under age
18. Another 8 percent were 60 years or older. Thus, about 60
percent of all food stamp participants were either young or old.

Households With Children

Over 82 percent of all food stamp benefits in the summer
of 1988 were issued to households with children, who comprised
almost 61 percent of all participating households. These
households were predominantly headed by women (83 percent).
About 71 percent of female-headed households with children
received AFDC.

Households with children were typically larger, and had higher
total income but lower per-person income, than households without
children. The average size of a household with children was 3.6
persons, compared to an average of 1.2 persons in households
without children. The average gross income among households with
children was $501 per month ($139 per person), compared to $329
per month ($274 per person) in those without children.
Households with children received an average food stamp benefit
of $171 per month ($48 per person) while those without children
received $58 per month (also $48 per person).

Households With Elderly

Households with elderly members accounted for 19 percent of the
total food stamp caseload in the summer of 1988, but since those
households were smaller on average (1.4 for households containing
elderly persons compared to 2.9 persons for households with no
elderly members) and had relatively higher net income, they
received only 7 percent of all benefits issued that period. Over
92 percent of all elderly participants either lived by themselves
or with one other person.

After adjusting for the differences in household size, households
with elderly members had relatively higher income than those
without elderly members. Average gross income per person among
households with elderly members was $304 versus $150 per month
for households without elderly members.

Similarly, the average net income of $172 per person in elderly
households was more than double the $84 per person found in
nonelderly households. Thus, average benefits per person were
32 percent less among the elderly--S34 versus $50 per month.
Nearly 28 percent of the households with elderly members received

the minimum $10 benefit.
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Households With Earned Income

About 20 percent of all food stamp households reported earned
income in the summer of 1988. They received a proportionate
share (24 percent) of the benefits issued that period.

Nearly 9 percent of all household heads were employed in
full-time jobs (that is, working at least 30 hours per week).
Another 4 percent were working part time, and less than 1 percent
were self-employed.

Households with earned income were generally larger than average
(3.5 for households with earned income compared to 2.4 persons
for households with no earned income) and somewhat more likely to
include children (81 percent compared to 56 percent). Gross
incomes for these households were substantially larger than those
of households without earnings ($642 versus $381). They received
an average per-capita benefit of about $43, compared to $50 among
households without earned income.

Work Reqistration

Able-bodied food stamp participants age 18 to 59 were required to
register for work and accept employment if offered. Table 6
shows that 54 percent of all adult participants under the age of
60 were either employed full-time or met the work registration
requirements of the Food Stamp, AFDC, or unemployment insurance
(UI) Programs.

Of all food stamp participants, approximately 63 percent were
exempted from work requirements on the basis of their age or
disability. This reflects the large number of children and
elderly participants in the FSP. Over 25 percent of all the
adults in the program and 11 percent of all participants were
exempted from work registration because they were responsible for
the care of young children or incapacitated adults, the second
most frequent kind of exemption. Seven percent of all food stamp
participants were registered for work.
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Table 6--Work registration status of food stamp participants, summerlq

Percentage_f nonelderly Percentage
Workregistration status adult participants m of ali

(18-50 years) participants e

_eelFtnq workrequirement:

Registered for work 17.6 7.1

Exm)ted from food stampregistration:
rumployedfull time 10.8 4.3
AFDCwork program participants 22.6 9.3
UI recipients Z.O 0.4

_xemptedfrom work reclutrement:

Caretakers of cht ldren and incapacitated edults 30.1 12.2

Residents of drug addiction/alcohol treatment center 0.2 0.1

Students 2.3 2.6

Less than 18b, over 50, or disabled c 15.5 63.g

Nuat)erof participants (in thousands) 7,230 18,218

mPercentof those participants with knownwork registration status.

bTheFoodStaq_ Act of 1977, as amended,requires 16- and 17-year-olds So are household headsand
So are not in school or otherwise exert)t, to register for work.

CForedults, the figure tncludes disabled participants only.

Source: Summer1988Food Sta_ Quality Control sul_le.
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CHAPTER 3: CHANGES IN FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

This chapter describes some of the changes in the composition and

circumstances of the food stamp caseload from 1987 to 1988 by

looking at survey results from summer 1987 and summer 1988.
Several factors should be considered when interpreting the

results presented here. Since this analysis is based on a

cross-sectional sample, it cannot determine whether differences

in caseload characteristics are due to changes in the

circumstances of continuing participants, to changes in the

circumstances of new participants, or to some combination of

both. Nor can a cross-sectional analysis disaggregate the

separate impacts of food stamp legislation, changes in other

related social programs, or changes in the economy. A

longitudinal sample, which tracks characteristics of the same
households over time, is a better measure of these effects as

well as changes in the behavior of individual participants.

Changes in Income

Average monthly gross income increased from $426 per household in
summer 1987 to $433 in summer 1988 (see table 7). However, after

adjusting for inflation, real gross income decreased by almost 3
percent. Real net income for food stamp households also

decreased by 3 percent.

However, the distribution of households, with respect to the /%_w-__
official poverty guidelines (as shown in table 8), i_. _

Since the poverty line varies by household size and is adjusted
each year to reflect changes in the cost of living, this standard \
also provides a measure of real changes in income. The

percentage of households with gross income less than or equal to

half the poverty line, for instance, fell from 39 percent of all

households to 37 percent of all households, a 2 percent drop.
Moreover, almost 8 percent had income above the poverty level in

summer 1988, an increase of almost 2 percent from summer 1987. -

Chanqes in Deductions
/

Nominal average total deductions increased from $205 to $211 /

between summer 1986 and summer 1988. The percentage of the /

potential or entitlement deduction that was claimed in the summe_/
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Table7--AverageBtm1 and_1 nenthlyIncomeof foodstamp
participants,suer 1987and s_r 1988

5u_er 2988 Percentaoe chanqe
Summer1987 Nomtpal Real" Nomtnal Real°

Averaqe qross tncome

Per household $426 $433 $415 +1.6 -2.6

Per person 156 160 153 +2.6 -2.0

Averaqe net tncome

Per household 239 242 232 +].3 -3.0

Per person 88 90 86 +2.3 -2.3

'Adjusted by change in CPI-U for all Item betweensummerlg87 and s_mer Ig88 (4.z_).

Source: Summerlg87 and s_mer 1988 FoodStampquality Control samples.
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T&ble 8--Comparisonof poverty status of p_rttctpatSng
households, sumer 1987and sumner1988

(percent of all households)m

Gross tncom as a
percentaqe of poverty Spmmer1987 Summr 1988

50_ or less 39._ 37.Gt

51- 100 54.8 55.1

101 - 150 5.8 7.5

151 or lmre 0.4 0.4

Numberof households (tn thousands) 6,881 7,015

aDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not match the table total.

Source: Summer1987and summerlg88Food Stup OualttyControl samples.
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of 1988 was 90 percent, identical to the proportion in summer
1987. 1

As table 9 shows, the percentage of food stamp households that

claimed each deduction changed only slightly. The most

frequently used deduction--with the exception of the standard

available to every household--was the excess shelter deduction,

claimed by 70 percent of the participating households. The

earned income deduction was claimed by 20 percent of all food

stamp households. Both the dependent care and the medical

deductions resulted in substantial deductions when they were

claimed--an average of $108 and $72 per month, respectively, in
summer 1988. However, because so few households claimed these

particular deductions, they did not have much impact on the
overall level of deductions.

Changes in Benefits

Average per-capita benefits are a function of net income and the

maximum food stamp allotment. Since net income is calculated by

subtracting allowable deductions from gross income, changes in
average gross income or deductions will have an effect on average

benefits. The $120 average monthly received by households in

summer 1988 represented a 6 percent benefit increase from the

$120 received in summer 1987. Furthermore, as table 10 shows in

1988, fewer households received benefits under $50 than in 1987,

while more received benefits exceeding $200 (see table 10). Mean

benefits increased by under 1 percent in real terms from 1987 to
1988.

Table 11 presents the sources of change in average food stamp

benefits. Average gross and net incomes, deductions, and

benefits adjusted by the change in the CPI for all items between

summer 1987 and summer 1988 are provided. The table shows
decreases in the average real gross income of food stamp

households (down 3.6 percent), the average real total deductions

claimed (down 2.5 percent), and average real net income (down 3.9

percent) in constant summer 1987 dollars.

lit is important to recall the distinction between the
deduction to which a household was entitled and the deduction

actually used (or claimed) to compute food stamp benefits. The

actual average amount households could actually claim, given

their grossincome, rose slightly from $187 in summer 1987 to

$191 in summer 1988, but in real terms this was a decrease of

about 3 percent. The average deduction to which households were

entitled rose from $205 to $211, but again this represented a

3-percent real decrease in 1987 dollars.
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Table 9--Frequencyand value of deductions from gross Income,
summer1987and summer1988

Percent of househo_cls Average value.
wtth decluctton_ of deduct_lon'

Type of deductJon $unmr Summer _m_r $um_r Percent
1987 1980 1987 108Q Chanqe

Standard 100 100 $99 $102 +3.0

Earned income 20 20 101 103 +2.0

Dependentcare 2 3 100 108 4.0

Excess shelter 71 70 114 118 +3.5

Idedtcel 3 3 77 72 -9.3

Total deductton
Excluding standard 79 79 106 109 +2.8
/ncludtng standard 100 100 205 211 *2.9

Numberof households 6o881 7,015
( tn thousands)

aDueto r_undtng, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table tote1.

bFor households clatmtng the deduction.

Source: Summer1987and summer1988FoodStampQualtty Control samples.
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Table lO--Distribution of participating households by amountof
monthly food stampbenefit, suture- 1987end sumner1988

Nomtnalbenefits' Real benefits b
Averagemonthly Summer Summer Summer

food st_mp beneftt 1987 1988 _988

$60 or less 23_ 20t 20_

51 to 100 27 27 27

101to160 20 16 14

161 to 200 13 16 17

201 or more 17 21 22

Numberof households (tn thousands) 6,881 7,016 7,015

Meanbeneftt $120 $127 $121

"Oue to rounding, the sumof $nd_v_dualcategories my not retch the table total.

bBeneftt adjusted by change tn L'Pl-U for food at homebetweensmmer 1987 and sumner1988 (6.0_).

Source: Sumer 1987and summer1988FoodStampQualtty Control samples.
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Table 11--sources of change tn average food stamp benefits
summer1987 and sus_er 1988

Neat_l values Rgal valuesm
Sumner Summer i_e_centage Summer Percentage
]987 2988 _hanqe _988 Change

Averagegross Income $426 $433 +1.6 $411 -3.6

Average total deduction 205 221 +2.9 200 -2.5

Average net income 239 242 +2.3 230 -3.9

Averagehousehold benefit 120 127 +5.8 121 +0.8

Naxtmumcouponallotment (for
family of four) 271 290 +7.0 275 +1.5

ConsumerPrice Index

A11 Items 114.10 118.75 +4.1
Foodat home 112.10 117,70 +5,0

areal values are in constant summer1987dollars adjusted by changes$n the CPI-U for food at home
between summer1987 and summer1988 (5.0_).

Source: Summer1987 and sumler 1988FoodStampOualtty Contr_l samples.
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Chanqes in Household Composition

The basic character of the food stamp population remained

relatively stable. As table 12 illustrates, the proportion of

each of the major household types relative to the total remained
fairly constant from summer 1987 to summer 1988.

Households With Children

Just as overall program participation remained substantially the

same between summer 1987 and summer 1988, the percent of food

stamp households with children stayed constant at 61 percent.

Households With Elderly

In summer 1988 there were approximately 1.3 million elderly
households in the FSP, a drop of nearly 5 percent from summer

1987. The proportion of elderly households also fell, from
almost 21 percent in summer 1987 to 19 percent in summer 1988.

Households With Earnings

There were 1.4 million food stamp households with earned income

in summer 1988, approximately the same number as in summer 1987.

The proportion of households with earnings also remained constant
at 20 percent.
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Table 12--Changestn food stamp caseload composition,
summer1987and summer1988

(rmmbersin thousands)

I_Jor household type Summer1988
Number. Percent Ilusber Percent .

Families with chtldren 4,208 61.2 4,269 60.9

Householdswtth etderly 1,408 20.5 1,339 19.I

Householdswith earners 1,389 20.2 1,401 20.0

Total a 6,881 7,015

aPercent figures do not add to 100becausea household can havemore than one of the characteristics
$_1_ tnthe table.

Source: Summer1987 and summer1988Food StampQuality Control samples.
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Appendix A- Detailed Tables for the 50 States and the Dfstrict
of Columbia

In the pages that follow, detailed tabulations of the

characteristics of food stamp households and participants are

presented. These tables are roughly ordered to provide

information on the following topics:

o Average amounts and sources of income, both gross and net.

o Frequency and average amount of deductions from gross income.

o Average amount of monthly food stamp benefits and countable
resources.

o Certification status of participating households.

o Age, race, sex, and household size of food stamp
participants and households.

o Employment and work reqistration status of food stamp

participants and household heads.

o Summary statistics for households with earned income, with

elderly members, with disabled members, with children,

with school-aqe children, and with AFDC income.

o Summary comparisons of survey results from 1980 through 1988.

The reference population for each table, unless otherwise noted,
is the food stamp caseload in the 50 States and the District of
Columbia in the summer of 1988. 1

ISummer 1988 refers to the average of data for July and

August 1988. Household samples were taken from both July and

August to maintain an adequate sample size given reduced annual

State sample sizes.
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Appendix TabLe A-l--Aggregate summer 1988 participation totals

Number of N_r of Value of

Area households peq_te Ix_f its
(thousands) (thousands) (thoL_ands)

United States 7,016 18,358 $907,117

Continental U.S. 6,97'6 18,252 $898,982
ALaska and Hawaii 40 106 $8,135

OutLying Areas a 8 32 $:_, 380

Total 7_02] 18,290 $909,479

a includes perticipents in Guam end the Virgin IsLands

Source: Food Stamp Program Integrated Information System
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Append$xTable A-2--Average values of selected
national caseload characteristics

All
households

Gross monthly Income(dollars) 433

Net monthly Income(dollars) 242

Total deductionm(clollars) 211

Countable resources (dol 1ars) 92

Wonthly benefit (dollars) 127

Householdsize (persons) 2.6

Certification period (months) 9.7

alncludes earned Income, dependentcare, excess shelter, modlcal, and standard
deductions. The value of the standard deduction and the limit on the excess shelter
deduction vary depending on region (see appendtx D). Deductions shownare those to which
households are entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been used before a household
reaches zero net incomestatus.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-3--Numberand percentage of households
with selected characteristics

Numberof Percent of
households all householdsa

(thousands)

Zero gross Income 466 6.6

Zero net tncome Io284 18.3

Htntmumbenefit b 535 7.6

Elderlyc 1,33g 19.1

Children d 4,26g 60.9

School-age children m 3,266 46.6

Otsabledt 591 8.4

aPercent figures do not add to 100 becausea household can have more than one of the
characteristics included in the table.

bldinimumbenefit is $10 for one- or two-person households.

CHouseholdswithat leastonememberage 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith at least one memberage 5 to 17.

fHouseholdswith SSI incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

Source: Summer1988FoedStampQualityControlsample.

42



Appendix Table A-4--I)tst_tbutlon of participating householdsby
gross and net _nthly Income

Gro_ Income Net Income
Amountof guaMr of Percent Numberof Percent

monthly tncome househo1ds of aI 1 househo1ds of a1I
(thousands) households (thousands) hou_ehol_

None 466 6.6 1,284 18.3
Sl-9g 117 1.7 g83 14.0

100-199 591 8.4 1,169 16.7
200-2gg 742 10.6 1,275 18.2
300-399 1,688 24.1 805 11.6
400-4gg 1,022 14.6 609 8.7
500-sgg 842 12.0 350 5.0
600-6gg 580 8.3 257 3.7
700-7gg 400 5.7 119 1.7
800-899 208 3.0 70 1.0
goo-ggg 146 2.1 44 O.6
1000+ 211 3.0 50 0.7

Total m 7,015 100.0 7,015 100.0

Average gross tncom - $433

Average net Income- S242

aOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynotmtch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food Stampquality Control sampie.
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Appendix Table A-5--Otstrtbutton of participating householdsby
gross monthly Incomeand household stze

Number Percent
Grossmont.hly Householdstze of of all

tncom I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ households' householdsa
(thousands)

None 245 92 62 45 12 6 2 2 466 6.6
$1-99 65 28 16 6 1 I -- 0 117 1.7

100-199 318 112 106 30 18 5 2 2 591 8.4
200-299 201 269 151 65 37 11 4 4 742 10.6
300-399 931 283 267 142 40 17 3 6 1,688 24.1
400-499 385 217 184 123 78 25 7 3 1,022 14.6
500-599 107 306 215 120 42 34 13 7 842 12.0
600-599 13 121 222 13g 62 16 8 0 580 8.3
700-799 7 48 g2 152 5g 23 12 7 400 5.7
800-899 -- 10 39 48 68 16 15 13 208 3.0
900-999 2 4 30 37 30 28 9 6 146 2.1
1000+ -- 1 4 49 47 49 29 32 211 3.0

Numberof
householdse 2,274 1,4go 1,387 956 493 22g 102 83 7,015 100.0

Percent of all
householdse 32.4 21.2 1g.8 13.6 7.0 3.3 1.5 1.2 100.0

Averagegross
tncome $298 $386 $452 $551 $630 $725 $804 $g06 $433

'Oue to rounding, the sumof the tndtvSdual categories my not match the table tot&l.

-- No samplehouseholds tn thts category.

Source: Summer1988 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendtx Table A-6--Olstributton of participating households by
net mnthly Incomeand household size

Number Percent
Net mnthly Nouseholdstze of of all

Income I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ househotdsm househotdse
(thousands)

None 671 285 173 g5 35 12 6 6 1,284 18.3
$1-99 406 246 210 69 36 12 2 2 963 14.0

lO0-199 407 307 241 127 60 14 7 6 1,169 16.7
200-299 567 246 244 139 52 19 3 4 1,275 18.2
300-399 166 162 197 166 67 32 13 4 806 11.6
400-499 43 181 159 124 60 27 12 3 609 8.7
500-599 8 44 109 o-8 62 20 6 2 350 6.0
600-699 3 14 47 g6 44 20 16 16 257 3.7
700-799 -- 4 7 27 44 17 13 6 119 1.7
600-899 2 .... 13 16 26 7 7 70 1.0
900-999 -- 0 -- g2 12 14 8 7 44 0.6
1000+ -- 0 .... $ 14 10 20 60 0.7

Numberof
householdsa 2,274 1,490 1,387 g56 493 22g 102 83 7,015 100.0

Percent of all
householdsa 32.4 21.2 19.8 13.6 7.0 3.3 1.5 1.2 100.0

Averagenet
Income $134 $198 $247 $336 $407 $517 $587 $688 $242

aOueto rounding, the sumof Indlv$dual categories my not match the table total.

-- No sample households In this category.

Source: Sumnerlg88 FoodStampQuality Contml sample.
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Appendix Table A-7--Dtstrtbution of participating householdsby Incomesource

Amountof Earned tncmea Social Security AFDCor General SSI Other Incaue
monthly Assi stance

Incomefrem Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
specified source (thousands) (thousands) (theusands} (thousands) (thousands}

None 5,614 80.0 5,589 79.7 3,374 48.1 5,648 80.5 6,063 86.4
Sl-99 144 2.1 48 O.7 167 2.4 337 4.8 428 6.1

100-199 155 2.2 155 2.2 696 9.9 277 3.9 172 2.5
200-299 120 1.7 368 5.2 735 10.5 130 1.9 94 1.3
300-399 124 1.8 391 5.6 793 11.3 526 7.5 113 1.6
400-499 157 2.2 247 3.5 426 6.1 44 0.6 63 0.9
500-599 157 2.2 124 ] .8 361 5.2 35 0.5 33 0.5
600-699 158 2.3 56 0.8 245 3.5 5 O.1 25 0.4
700-799 104 1.5 20 0.3 125 1.8 10 0.1 17 0.2
800-899 91 1.3 8 O.1 53 0.8 I 0.0 5 O.1
900-999 73 1.0 6 0.1 16 0.2 0 0.0 I 0.0
1000, 119 1.7 3 0.0 26 0.4 I 0.0 I 0.0

Ilmdm* of
4_*

c_ heuseholdsb 7.015 100,0 7,015 100.0 7,015 100.0 7,015 100.0 7,015 100.0
Households

with Incei 1,481 20.0 1,426 20.3 3,641 51.9 1,367 19.5 952 13.6
Average amount

of Incomec $517 $351 $358 $240 $190
Average gross

!ncmec $642 $472 $440 $458 $474

eEarnedIncomeIncludes Mages, salaries, self-mplo_ment, farm Income, andearned Incometax credit.

bDueto rounding, the sub of Individual categories maynot match the table total.

CForheuseholdswtth inca fa specified source.

-- No sampleheusehelds tn this category.

Source: Sumer 1988FoodStampQualtty Control staple.
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Appendix Table A-8--Numllx_of households, average income, and average
beneftt by select_ incomesources

Numberof Percent of AveracleIncomeamounta Average
Incomesource households all householcls Gross F_m source benefit m

(thousands)

Earned Income:
Wagesand salartes 1,313 18.7 $669 $536 $160
Self-eaq_lo_4,ent 85 1.2 468 203 166
Earn_KItncom tax c_lt O 0.0 0 0 0
OtherearnedIncome 23 0.3 403 230 133

UnearnedIncome:
Atd to Families wt_

DependentCh1ldren 2.912 41.6 479 391 166
Hous_ld General _ststance 769 10.8 300 218
SupplementalSecurity Zncome 1,367 19.5 468 240 56
Soctal Security 1,426 20.3 472 351 68
Householdunemploymenttncom 106 1.6 662 382 134
Veterans' benefits 168 2.3 468 200 67
Workers' c_nsat ton 28 0.4 576 436 129
Other governmentbeneftts 96 1.4 396 123 138
Householdcontribtbuttons 210 3.0 466 175 167
Householddeemedtncome 6 0.1 459 113 64
Household loans 47 O.7 685 174 142
Other unearned tncome 362 5.2 472 109 117

No Income: 466 6.6 0 0 164

Total b 7,015 100.0 433 127

aAverageover householdswtth tnconmfrom specified source.

bThesumsof Individual tncomesources do not add to totals becausehous_olds can recetve tncomefroB
more than one source.

Source: Summer1_ Fo_x:lStanqpQualtty Control santple.
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Appendix Table A-9--Distribution of participating householdsby gross monthly Income
as a percentageof the poverty line for all households.

householdswith elderly or disabled, and
householdswtth children

Gross incomeas a Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
percentageof the All households elderl.vb elderly or disabledc childrend

poverty I In_ Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

2st or Less 916 13.1 33 2.6 36 1.8 546 12.8
26- 50 1,676 23.9 73 6.6 104 6.4 1,256 29.4
51- 75 1,705 24.3 188 14.0 314 16.3 1,248 29.2
76- 100 2,157 30.8 854 63.8 1,227 63.6 941 22.0

101- 126 483 6.9 160 12.0 205 10.7 251 5.9
126-130 42 0.6 16 1.2 17 0.9 20 0.6
131 - 150 26 0.4 13 1.0 18 0.9 6 0.1

151erBore 10 0.1 I 0.1 9 0.5 2 0.1

Total ° 7,015 100.0 1,339 105.0 1,930 105.0 4,269 100.0

OO

eDeftnedas the 1988poverty thresholds published by the Departmentof liealth and HumanServices (see appendix B).

blk_useholdswith at ]east one memberage 60 or more.

CHouseholdsuhere at least one memberis age 60 or more, or at least onememberrecetves SSI and no memberts age 60 or more.

dHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

eDueto rounding, the sub of individual categories Bay not match the table total.

Source: Smuer 1986FoodStampQuality Contrei sample.



Appendix Table A-lO--Distribution of participating householdsby net monthly thc.Be
as a percentage of the poverty line for all households.

households with elderly or disabled, and
householdswith chtldren

Net tncom as a All Householdswith househoTdswith #ouseholdswith
percentage of the households elderly _ elderly or disabled c children d

poverty 1inaa Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
{thousands) { thousands) { thousands) (thousands)

2EAor less 3,099 44.2 303 22.6 424 22.0 1,816 42.5
26- 50 1,992 28.4 410 30.6 598 31.0 1,356 31.7
51- 75 1,586 22.6 518 38.7 739 38.3 909 21.3
76- 100 311 4.4 102 7.6 147 7.6 184 4.3

101 - 125 18 0.3 7 0.5 13 0.7 3 0.1
126- 138 3 0.0 .... 3 0.2 ....
131- 150 3 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.2 ....

161or more 2 0.0 .... 2 0.1 2 0.1

Totale 7,015 100.0 1,339 100.0 1,930 100.0 4,269 100.0

_D

aDeftned as the 1988poverty thresholds published by the Departmentof Health and HumanServices (see appendix B).

bffouseholdswith at 1east ore graber age 60 or more.

CHouseholdswhere at least onememberis age 60 or more, or at least one memberreceives SSI and no mincer t5 age 60 or more.

dHouseholdswith at least onenumberage 17 or less.

eOueto rounding, the sm of Individual categories nay not retch the table total.

-- #o samplehouseholds tn thts category.

Source: Sumer 1988Food StampQuality Control sample.



AppendixTableA-11--Numperof participatinghouseholdsclaimingdeductions
and value of deductions clell a

Numberof Avereqeamountof deduction
Typeof households Percentof Overclaiming Overe11

deduction claiming deduction all households households households
(thousands)

Earned$ncI 1.401 20.0 $103 $21

Oependent care b 198 2.8 108 3

Shelter c 4,g2g 70.3 118 83

Hedtcald 217 3.1 72 2

Total e 7,015 100.0 211 211

'Oeductions shownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions my not have been
used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

bSubJecttO e limit of $160 per monthwtth someexceptions (see appendix D).

CSubJectto a limit except where at least one memberts age 60 or more, or at least one memberreceives
SSI and no memberts age 60 or more (see appendix O).

dAvatlable only to householdswhere at least one person ts age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social
Security dtsabtl ity payments.

elncludes the standard deduction for all households (see appendix D). Due to households claiming more
than one deduction or none at e11, the smaof the individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-12--Otstrtbutton of participating householdsby
amount of total deduction

Amountof total Numberof Percent of
deductionI households all househo]ds

(thousands)

$101- 150 2,332 33.2

151 - 200 1,009 14.4

201- 250 978 13.9

251 - 300 1,760 25.1

30O+ 935 13.3

Total b 7,015 100.0

Average Deduction for clatmtng households- $211

alncludes earned tncom, dependentcare, excess shelter, mdtcal, end standard deductions.
The value of the standard deduction and the limit on the excess shelter deduction vary depending
on region (see appendix D). Deductions shownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Some
of the deductions maynot have been used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

bOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not mtch the table total.

Source: Summer1988FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-13--Average total deductionmfor al1 h_seholds by
gr_ss n_nthly inc_e and household stze

Grossmonthly Householdsize Average total
Income ] 2 3 4 S G 7 8+ deduction

(dollars)

None 153 187 203 205 238 208 112 26G 175
$1-99 153 173 242 220 152 147 102 °- 174

10O-lgg 207 181 200 206 203 187 266 274 201
200-299 202 198 lg$ 195 188 164 221 250 108
300-399 190 209 203 18g 211 218 22G 263 19G
40O-499 218 216 228 211 213 149 173 163 216
50O-699 235 200 230 221 197 175 220 210 214
600-699 321 244 209 234 214 209 201 121 225
700-799 149 241 246 216 252 198 17g 19g 227
600-899 -- 278 306 281 230 256 18G 195 255
900-999 127 422 396 333 262 207 269 192 298
1000+ -- 160 392 368 326 292 270 254 310

Average total lgG 207 221 228 231 215 222 229 211
deduction

aIncludes earned income, dependentcare, excess shelter, medtcal, and standard deductions.
The value of the standard deduction and the ltmlt on the excess shelter deduction vary depending on
regton (see appendix D). Deductions shownare those to which households are entitled. Someof the
deductions maynot have been used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

-- No samplehouseholds In thts category.

Source: Summer198aFood StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendtx Table A-14--Numberof participating householdsclatmtng earned tncome
deduction and value of deduction clatmeda

Households Numberof households Percent of Averaqe amount of deduction
wlth: Total Wtth deduction all households Wtth deduction All households

{thousands) {thousands)

Elderly b 1,339 66 4.1 $54 $2

Chtldren¢ 4,269 1,139 26.7 116 31

Disabledd 691 61 8.7 66 S

Earned tncomee 1,401 1,401 100.0 103 103

Public assistance t 3,641 367 10.1 71 7

Total a 7,015 1,401 20,0 103 21

m!_ducttons shownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been
used before a household reaches zero net tncomestatus.

°Householdswtth at least one meed_erage 60 ormore.

CHouseholdswtth at least one meter age 17 or less.

dHouseholdswtth SSI incomeand no memberIs age 60 ormore.

eEarned tncomeIncludes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm tncome,and earned tncom tax credtt.

rPubllc assistance tncludes Atd to Famtltes with DependentChtldren and General Assistance.

gThesumof Individual categories does not match the total becausea household can have more than one of
the characteristics tncluded tn the table.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQua!try Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-IS--Distribution of participating households
by amountof earned tncoI deduction"

Amountof earned Numberof Percent of
tncom deductionm households all households

(thousands)

None 5,614 80.0

$1-50 365 5.2

51-100 345 4.g

101-150 366 5.2

151-200 213 3.0

201o250 7g 1.1

251-300 26 0.4

300+ 8 O.I

Total b 7,015 100.0

Average earned Incomededuction for claiming earned tncoI households = $103

_educttons shownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the
deductions I¥ not have been used before a household reaches zero net Incomestatus.

bOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot retch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.

54



Appendix Table A-16--Numberof perttctpattng householdsclatmtng dependentcare
deduction_ and value of deduction claimedb

Households Numberof households Percent of Averaae mount of deducttoh
with: Total With deduction al] households With deduction Ali beuseholds

(thousands) (thousands)

E1derlyc 1,339 1 O.1 $g5 $0

Children d 4,269 1go 4.4 110 S

Disablede 591 5 o.g 94 1

Earned lncom f 1,401 175 12.5 10g 14

Public assistance g 3,641 82 2.3 111 3

Total h 7,015 198 2.8 108 3

'Subject to a limit of $160per monthwith someexceptions (see appendix D).

bOeducttonsshownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been
used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

¢Householdswith at least onememberage 60 or more.

dHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or 1ess.

'Householdswith SSI incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

reamed tncom includes wages, salaries, self-emlo_Amnt and farm Income,and earned incometax credit.

0public assistance Includes Aid to Famtltes with DependentChildren and General Assistance.

hThesumof individual categories does not match the total becausea household can have more than one of
the characteristics tncluded in the table.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQuallt¥ Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-17--Dlstrtbutton of perttcipattn_ householdsby
amountof dependentcare deduction'

Amountof depend_nt Numberof Percent of
care deduction- households ali households

(thousands)

None 6,817 97.2

$1-60 33 0.5

51-100 53 O.8

101-150 43 0.6

151-160 69 1.0

Total¢ 7,015 100.0

Average dependentcare deduction for claiming households - $108

aOeducttonsshownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the
deductions maynot have been used before a household reaches zero net incommstatus.

bSubJect to a 1trait of $160per monthwith someexceptions (see appendix O).

CDueto rounding, the sumof individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQualtty Controt sample.
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Appendix Table A-18--Nuaeer of participating households claiming excess shelter
deductiona and value of deduction claimedb

Households Nun_erof households Percent of Averaqe amountof deduction
with: Total Wtth deduction all households Wtth deduction AI1 households

(thousands) (thousands)

Elderly c 1,339 892 66.6 $121 $80

Childrend 4,269 3,004 70.4 118 83

Otsablede 691 376 63.6 126 80

Earned incomef 1,401 934 66.7 117 78

Publtc assistanceg 3,M1 2,714 74.5 116 86

Totalh 7,015 4,92g 70.3 118 83

aSubJectto a lfmtt except where at least one memberts age 60 or more, or at least one memberreceives SS[
and no memberts age 60ormore (see appendtx 0).

bOeducttonsshownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions my not have been
used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

¢Householdswith at least one memberage 60 or more.

dHouseholdswtth at least one memberage 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith SSI Incomeand nomomberage 60 ormore.

learned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned tncometax credit.

aPublic assistance Includes Aid to Famtltes with DependentChildren and General Assistance.

hThesumof individual categories does notmtch the total becausea household can havemore than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

Source: Summer1988 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-19--Dtstrlbutton of participating householdsby
amountof excess shelter deduction'

Amountof excess Numberof Percent of
shelter deductionb households a)l households

(thousands)

None 2,086 29.7

$1 - 50 876 12.5

51- 100 1,087 15.5

101- 150 899 12.8

151- 200 1,828 26.1

201- 250 102 1.5

251- 300 70 1.0

300+ 67 0.9

Total c 7,015 100.0

Average excess shelter deduction for clatmtng households- $118

_Deducttonsshownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Someof the
deductions my not have beenused before a household reaches zero net tncomestatus.

bSubject to a limtt except where at least onememberts age 60 or more, or at
least one memberrecetves SSI and no memberts age GOor more (see appendix D).

COueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not match the table total.

Source: Sumnerlg88 Food StampOualtty Control sample.
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AppendixTable A-20--Otstrtbutlen of participating households
by the value of shelter deductiona

Value of All Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith
shelter households elderly c children d dtsablede earned incomef public assistance°

deductionb Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent N_ber Percent
. (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 2,086 29.7 447 33.4 1,265 29.6 215 36.4 466 33.3 927 25.5

Less than cap 3,057 43.6 651 48.6 1,723 40.3 269 45.5 564 40.3 1,654 45.4

Equal to cap 1,528 21.8 3 0.2 1,233 28.9 0 0.0 349 24.9 1,009 27.7

Greater than cap 344 4.9 238 17.8 49 1.1 106 18.0 21 I. S 50 1.4

Totalh 7,015 100.0 1,339 100.0 4,269 100.0 591 100.0 1,401 lO0.O 3,641 I00.0

aOeducttoesshownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions my not have beenused before a householdreacheszero net Income
status.

_D

bSubJectto a 1trait except where at least onemmber ts age 60 or more, or at least one memberreceives SS! and ne memberis age60 or more(see appendix
D).

CHouseholdswtth at least onemerdberage 60 or more.

dHeuseholdswith at least onememberage 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith SSTIncomeand no memberage 60 or more.

learned IncomeIncludes Nages, salaries, self-employment, farm Income,and earned Incometax credit.

0public assistance inclucles Aid to Fmfltes with DependentChildren andGeneral Assistance.

hOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food5trap Quality Control sample.



Appendix Table A-21--Nuadberof participating households claiming medical
deduction and value of deduction clalmacP

Households #umberof households Percent of Averaqe amountof deduction
wtth: Total With deduction all households Wtth deduction All households

(thousands) (thousands)

Elder lyb 1,339 203 15.2 $72 $11

ChI Idrenc 4,269 13 O.3 56 0

Otsabledd 691 14 2.3 70 2

Earned incomee 1,401 6 0.4 166 1

Pub1tc assistance f 3,641 6 0.2 41 0

Total g 7,015 217 3.1 72 2

aAvallable only to householdswhere at least one n_qTberts age 60 or more, or at least one member
receives 55I and no meed0eris age 60 or more. Oeducttonsshownare those to which households are entitled.
Someof the deductlons maynot have been used before a householdreaches zero net Incomestatus.

bHouseholdswith at least one memberage 60 or more.

¢Householdswtth at least one mafid_rage 17 or less.

dHouseholdswtth SSTincomeand no memberage 60 or mare.

eEarned Incometncludes wages, salaries, self-emplo_4aent, farm tncome, and earned Incometax credit.

rPubltc assistance Includes Atd to Famtlles wtth DependentChtldren and General Assistance.

gThe sumof Individual categories does not match the total becausea household can have more than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

Source: Summer1988Food St_ Qualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-2Z--Olstrtbutlon of perttctl_ttng households by
amountof mKltCal deduction'

l_ount of mndtcal Numberof Percent of
deductiona households all households

{thousands)

None 6,798 96.9

$1- 50 121 1.7

51- 100 SO 0.7

101- 150 21 0.3

151 - 2O0 9 0.1

201- 250 8 0.1

251- 300 2 0.0

300+ 6 0.1

Total b 7,015 100.0

Averagemedtcal deduction forclaiming households - $72

aAvatlable only to householdswhere at least one memberts age 60 or more, or at
least one memberreceives SSTand no memberts age 60 or more. Deductions shownare
those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been used
before a household reaches zero net tncomestatus.

bDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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AppendtxTable A-23--Dtstrtbutton of parttctpattn_L households by amountof
monthly food stampbeneftt'

Amountof monthly Numberof Percent of
beneft t a households a11 households

(thousands)

$10 or less S38 7.7

11- 25 383 5.5

26- 50 566 6.1

51- 76 644 9.2

76 - 100 1,265 17.9

101- 160 1,083 16.4

151 - 200 1,124 16.0

201 - 300 1,139 16.2

301 or more 282 4.0

Total b 7,015 100.0

Average monthly food stamp benefit - $127

aThemaxlu monthly benefit varies by area (see appendix E).

bOueto rounding, the sue of Individual categories maynot matchthe table total.

Source: Summer2988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-24--Average monthly food stamp beneftt by gross monthly
Incomeand household size

Gross monthly Householdsize Average total
Income I 2 3 4 5 6 ? 8+ deduct$on

(dollar)

Hone 88 159 228 290 344 413 469 522 154
$1-99 87 169 228 297 344 413 467 °- 140

100-199 85 153 221 285 340 414 457 587 145
200-29cj 70 141 207 27t 322 382 444 613 163
300-399 37 117 183 240 300 377 414 638 102
400-499 28 gO 161 216 274 322 368 611 117
600-599 20 67 136 191 240 299 360 471 118
600-699 29 43 97 169 213 286 325 360 122
700-799 10 26 80 128 195 246 287 450 129
800-899 -° 27 66 121 156 237 266 365 151
900-999 10 21 67 108 138 189 255 373 137
1000+ -- 10 49 77 92 142 167 273 137

Average benefit 51 101 154 190 222 260 282 385 127
per household

-- No samplehouseholds In thts category.

Source: Summer1988Food StampqualityControl sample.
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Appendix Table A-25--O!strtbutton of participating householdsby total countable resources
for a11 householdsand householdswith elderly or dtsabled

Value of All Householdswith Householclswtth
countable households elderly b 91der]y _r disabledc
resourcesa Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 5,295 75.5 810 60.5 1,218 63.1
$ I - 500 1,330 19.0 344 25.7 489 25.3

501 - 1,000 214 3.0 99 7.4 120 6.2
1,001 - 1,500 107 1.5 56 4.1 64 3.3
1,501 - 1,750 22 0.3 8 0.6 10 0.5
1,751 - 2,000 21 0.3 7 0.5 12 0.6
2,001- 3,000 17 0.2 12 0.9 13 0.7
Unknown g 0.1 3 0.2 4 0.2

Total d 7,015 100.0 1,339 100.0 1,930 I00.0

Averagevalue of countable resources for al] households- $92

Average va]ue of countable resources for elderly households- $229

Average value of countable resources for elderly or disabled households- $193

aDeftned as cash on hand, assets whtch can be eastly converted to cash, such as moneytn
checking or savtngs accounts, savtngs certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump sumpayments. They
also tnc]ude somenonltquld assets, although the famtly home,one or more famtly vehtcles if under
$4,500 in value, and bustness tools or property are not counted.

UHouseholdsvtth at least one memberage GOor more.

CNouseholdswhere at least one memberts age 60 or more, or at ]east one memberrecetves SS!
and no me,10erts age 50 ormore.

dOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not mtch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food Stampquality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-26--DistrJbutlon of perttctpettng households
by type of mast recent action

Most recent Numberof Percent of
action househo]ds al 1 households

(thousands)

Inttial certification a 1,666 23,8

Recertt ftcatton 5,284 75.3

Unknown 65 o.g

Totalb 7,015 100.0

aIncludes both householdscertified for the first time and previously certified
householdswho have net received benefits for at least 30 days.

bOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynet retch the table total.

Source: Summer1988FoodStampQuality Contrel sample.
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Appendix Table A-27--Comparisonof householdswtth and without
expedited service by presence of gr_ss and

net monthly Income

Householdswith Householdswtthout
expedited service a expedited service Unknown
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percentm

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Grosstncom- 0 114 41.1 352 5.2 0 0.0
Gross Income· 0 164 58.9 6,373 94.8 12 100.0

Netfncom- 0 157 56.7 1,126 16.7 I 10.7
NetIncome· 0 120 43.3 5,600 83.3 11 89.3

Total c 278 4.0 6,725 95.9 12 0.2

"Householdswhtch Initially recetved expedited servtce for the certlflcatton period tn effect In July or
August 1988.

bpercents are calculated from um-oundednumbersend my not mtch calculations based on the rounded
numberpresented tn the tab]e.

CDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my notmtch the table tota].

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-28--Ofstributton of participating householdsby
length of certification period

Months In Numberof Percent of
certification households el! households

pertod (thousands)

I 47 0.7

2 36 O.S

3 232 3.3

4 224 3.2

6 119 1.7

6 1,626 21.8

7 293 4.2

8 156 2.2

9 74 1.1

10 86 1.2

11 190 2.7

12 3,493 49.8

13+ 523 7.5

Unknown 17 0.2

Totala 7,016 100.0

Average length of certification tn months- 9.7

aDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuallty Control sample.
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AppendtxTable A-2g--Otstrtbution of participating households
by household stze

Househo]dswtth Ho(Jseholdswtth Householdswtth
Household All households elderl_ earnt_s b chllch'enc

sIze Number Percent Number Percent Nu3MP Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

I 2,274 32.4 1,002 74.8 177 12.6 29 O.7
2 1,490 21.2 234 17.6 239 17.0 1,0_9 25.0
3 1,387 19.8 46 3.4 327 23.3 1,318 30.9
4 956 13.6 25 1.8 297 21.2 960 22.3
6 493 7.0 18 1.3 187 13.4 492 11.$
6 229 3.3 5 0.4 97 6.9 227 5.3
7 102 1.5 4 0.3 43 3.1 102 2.4
8* 83 1.2 $ 0.4 33 2.4 83 1,9

Total d 7,015 100.0 1,339 100.0 1,401 100.0 4,269 100.0

Average size 2.6 1.4 3.5 3.6

aHouseholdswtth at least one memberage 60 or more.

bEarnedIncometncludes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm tncome, and earned tncometax crecltt.

CHouseholdswtth at least one mem_age 17 or less.

dOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table tote1.

Source: Summer1988FcxxlStampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-30--Sex- and age-relatnd characteristics
of participating households

Numberof Percent of
households ell householdsa
(thousands)

Householdswith elderly b 1,339 19.1

Single person elderly households¢ 1,002 14.3
Headedby female 824 11.7
Headedby role 176 2.6
Unknown 2 0.0

Other elderly householdsd 337 4.8
Headedby female 159 2.3
Headedby male 176 2.6
Unknown 3 0.0

Householdswith children e 4,269 60.9
Headedby female 3,669 50.7
Headedby male 664 9.5
Unknown 46 0.6

Householdswtth dtsabledr 691 8.4
Headedby female 410 5.8
Headedby male 181 2.6
Unknown I 0.0

apercent ftgures do net add to 100 becausea household can have more than one of the characteristics
tncluded In the table.

bHouseholdswtth at least one memberage GOor more.

CZncludeselderly stngle persons 11vtng alone or as a separate food stamp untt tn a larger household.

dZncludeselderly couples and other multtperson householdswith elderly members.

"Householdswtth at least one memberage 17 or less.

rHouseholdswtth 5S] incomeand no memberis age 60 or more.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-31--Dtstrtbutlon of participating householdsby household size,
numberof elderly, numberof children, and nmTberof school-age children

Householdstze Numberof households
I 2 3 4 $ 6 7 8+ (thousands)

Nu_er of Elderly a

0 1.272 1.256 1,341 932 475 224 98 78 5,676
I 1,002 99 34 22 14 4 4 5 1,184
2 ** 135 11 3 3 I .... 164
3 *' ** 0 .......... 0
4 ** *' " .... I .... 1

Numberof Chtldrenb

0 2.244 422 6g 6 1 2 .... 2,746
I 29 1,021 341 68 12 2 I -- 1,474
2 " 47 965 3Gg 47 12 2 -- 1,444
3 *' *' 12 507 242 37 9 2 808
4 *' " ** 6 188 116 15 6 329
5+ " *' '* *' 2 60 74 76 213

Humberof SchoolAge
Chtldrenc

0 2,264 894 408 151 33 7 I 2 3.74g
I 20 587 526 268 91 19 13 0 1,516
2 ** 9 462 338 137 56 16 5 1,014
3 ** ** 1 209 167 66 19 4 467
4 ** ** ** I 64 66 28 23 181
5+ '* *' *' *' *' 15 25 48 88

Totald 2,274 1,4g0 1,387 g66 493 22g 102 83 7,016

mPersonsage 60 or mre.

_Personsage 17 or less.

Cpersons age S to 17.

dOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categortesmynotmtch the table total.

** By definition, these &re mutu&llyescluslve categories, therefore, no householdswtll be found in
this category.

-- No samplehouseholds tn thts category.

Source: Sumer)986Food StampQuaitt¥Contro1 smple.
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Appendtx Table A-32--Otstrtbutton of participants by age and sex

Female Male Unknown Al1 participants
Age Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

4 or less 1,571 8.5 1,594 8.6 I 0.0 3,167 17.1

5 - 17 3,014 16.3 3,135 16.9 3 0.0 6,152 33.2

18 ° 35 3,553 19.2 1,235 6.7 0 0.0 4,789 25.8

36 - 59 1,733 9.3 955 5.2 0 0.0 2,688 14.5

60 or more 1,076 5.8 418 2.3 I 0.0 1,495 8.1

Unknown 115 0.6 139 0.8 .... 255 1.4

Totala 11,062 59.7 7,477 40.3 5 0.0 18,545 100.0

aDueto roundteg, the sumof Individual categortes mynotmatch the table total.

-- No samplehouseholds tn thts category.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-33--Age-related characteristics of participants

Numberof Percent of
arttctpants participants
thousandT}

A. Children a 9,318 50.2
1. Preschool children 3,167 17.1
2. School-age children 6,152 33.2

B. Adultsb 7,477 40.3
1. Parents 5,590 30.1

a. Stngle parents 2,882 15.5
Living with elderly 47 0.3
Otsabled 90 0.5
Ltvingwtthdisabled 24 0.1
Other 2,721 14.7

b. Hulttpie parents 2,708 14.6
Living with elderly 49 0.3
Disabled 101 0.5
Livingwithdisabled 174 O.g
Other 2,385 12.9

2. Nonparents 1,887 10.2
a. Single adults 1,371 7.4

Living withelderly 83 0.4
Disabled 302 1.6
Living with dtsabled ....
Other 986 5.3

b. HuIttple adults 515 2.8
Livingwithelderly 30 0.2
Otsabled 67 o.4
Living with dtsabled 53 0.3
Other 365 2.0

C. Elderlyc 1,495 8.1

O. Unknownage 255 1.4

Totald 18,545 100.0

"Persons age 17 or less.

bpersons age 18 to 59.

Cpersormage6Oormore.

dOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynotmatch the table total.

-- No households tn this category.

Source: Sum_r 1988FoudStampQualltyControl sample.
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Appendix Table A-34--Olstrlbutlon of participating households by
race or ethnic origin of householdhead

Race/ethnic ortgtn Numberof Percent of
of household head households a11 housetmlds

(thousands)

White 3,307 47.1

Black 2,541 36.2

Hispanic 873 12.4

Asian 122 1.7

Amrtcan Zndtan 73 1.0

Unknown o,8 1.4

Total e 7,015 100.0

aDueto rounding, the sumof individual categories my not retch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendtx Table A-3S--Dtstrtbutton of participating households by
selected charactertsttcs of household members

Householdswith Numberof Percent of
at least one: households all households

(thousands)

Allen 84 1.2

FItgrsnt 4 O.1

FIt1ttary I 0.0

Str t kef 5 O.1

Studenta 406 5.8

aHouseholdmemberage 18 years or older enrolled at least half ttm tn a
recognized school, tratntng program, or Institution of htgher education.

Source: Summer1988Fo<xlStaallp Ouallty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-36--Otstri_tJon of participating households by
employmentstatus of heusehold head

Employmentstatus Numberof Percent of
of household head households all households

(thousands)

Emplo.yedfull ttmea 613 8.7

Employedpart timeb 308 4.4

Self-employed 28 0.4

Farmmplol_ 10 0.1

Not employed 5.90g 84.2

Unknown 147 2.1

Total c 7,016 lO0.O

eEmplol_'_lat leeat 30 hours perweekor receiving weekly earntngs equal toor
greater than the Federal itnlmum wagemultiplied by 30 hours.

bEmployedless than 30 hours per week.

COueto rounding, the sumof JndJvlclual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summerlg88 FoodStampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-37--Dlstrtbutton of participating households by work
registrationstatusof householdhead

Workregistration status Numberof Percent of
of household head households households

(thousands)

Required to register for work 7g3 11.3

Exemptfromwork registration: 6.006 85.6
Less than 18e 40 0.6
Disabledor elderly 2,117 30.2
WIN participant 1,401 20.0
Caretakerof childor incapacitated

adult _ 1,780 25.4
Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance(UI) 52 0.7
Participanttndrugaddictionor
alcoholictreatmentprogram 16 0.2

Employe_fulltimec 567 8.1
Student" 34 0.5

Unknown 216 3.1

Totale 7,015 100.0

mTheFoodStampAct of 1977,as amended,requires16-and 17-year-oldswho arehousehold
headsandwhoare not tnschoolor otherwiseexempt,to registerforwork.

blncludesbothcaretakersof childrenunder6 andcaretakersof childrenunder18where
anotherable-bodiedparenttsregisteredforworkor exemptedbecauseof employment.

CEmployedat least30hoursperweekor receivingweeklyearningsequalto or greaterthan
the Federalminimumwagemultipliedby 30hours.

dEnrolledat leasthalftimetna recognizedschool,trainingprogram,or institutionof
higher education.

eDueto rounding,thesumof individualcategoriesmaynotmatchthe tabletotal.

Source:Summer1288FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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AppendtxTable A-38--Olstrtbutton of participants by work
registration status

Humberof Percent of
Workregistration status participants participants

[thousands)

Requtred to regtstor for work 1,298 7.0

Exemptfrom work registration: 16,91g 91.2
Less than 18m g,102 49.1
01sabled or elderly 2,545 13.7
WINparticipant 1o696 9.I
Caretaker of child or Incapacitated

adult' 2,231 12.0
Recipient of Ummplo)smntInsurance (UI) 73 0.4
Participant tn drug addiction or

alcoholic treatment program 16 0.1
Employeflfull timec 791 4.3
Student" 465 2.6

Unknown 327 1.8

Total' 18,545 100.0

=TheFood StampAct of 1977, as amended,requtres 16- and 17-year olds whoare household
heads and who ara not tn school or otherwise exempt, to regtster for work.

bIncludes both caretakers of chtldren under 6 and caretakers of chtldren under 18 where
another able-bodied parent ts registered for work or exemptedbecauseof employment.

CEmplo_K!at least 30 hours per weekor receiving weekly earnings equal to or greater than
the Federal mtnlmumwagemultiplied by 30 hours,

eEnrolled at least half ttme tn a recognized school, tratntng prngrm, or institution of
higher education.

*Oueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not mtch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQualJtyControl sample.
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Appendix Table A-3g--Dtstrtbutton of householdsend beneftts
for householdswtth andvJthout earned tncom

Households I_nef Its
'Number Percent Val ue Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswtth earned tncomea 1,401 20.0 $210,785 23.7

Householdswtth no earned tncom 5,614 80.0 679,861 76.3

?oralb 7,015 100.0 890,647 100.0

"Earned Incometncludes wages, salaries, self-emplo_nt, farm Income. and earned Incometax credit.

bDueto rounding, the sub of Individual categories my not match the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuallty Control sample.
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AppendtxTable A-40--Averagevalue of selected characterfstfcs for
householdswtth and without earned income

Householdswtth Householdswith
earned tncama no tarne_ tncom

Gross monthly tncom (dollars) 642 381

Net monthly !ncmm (dollars) 355 214

ToUl deductionsb (dollars) 298 190

Countable resources (dol fats) /21 85

Iqonthly benefit (dollars) 150 121

Householdsize (persons) 3.5 2.4

Certification period (months) 9.0 g.8

"Earned tncmm tncludes wages, salaries, self-wploymant, faro Income,and earned Incometax
credit.

_[ncludes earned Income,dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions (see
appendix D). Deductions shownare those to which householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions may
not have been used before a household reaches zero net incomestatus.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-41--N/r and percentage of householdswith and without
earned tncI for selected characteristics

House_ wt_ _s_lds with no
ear_ Incomem ear_ tncome

N_ Percenta N_r Percent°
(thousands) (thousands)

ZerogrossIncome *' *' 466 8.3

Zero net tncI X66 11.8 1,11g 19.9

Hintmum_neftt c 45 3.Z 4go 8.7

Elderly d SS 3.9 1,284 22.9

Cht ldren' 1,139 81.3 3,130 55.7

School-age cbt ldrenr g29 66.3 2.337 41.6

aEarnedIncome]ncludes wages, salaries, self-emplo_ent, farm Income,and earned Incometax CT_Itt.

_Percent figures do not add to I00 becausea househo]dcan have morethan one of the characteristics
included tn the table.

_lntmum beneftt ts $10 for one- and two-person households.

dHouseholdswtth at ]east one memberage 60 or more.

eHouseholdswtth at least one memberage 17 or less.

rHouseholdswtth at leest one memberage S to 17.

**By definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no householdswtll be found tn
this category.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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AppendixTable A-42--Compartsonof dtstr4button of participating households
on selected characteristics for households

wtth andwithout earned Income

Householdswtth Householdswith no
earned Incomea earned tncome

NunMr Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

Householdstze
1- 2 416 29.7 3,348 69.6
3 - 4 624 44.6 1,720 38.6

5+ 361 26.8 546 9.7

Gross tncome
None ** ** 466 8.3

$ I - 99 36 2.7 79 1.4
100- 199 71 5.1 520 9.3
200 - 299 76 5.4 667 11.9
300 - 399 117 8.3 1,572 28.0
400 - 499 157 11.2 865 15.4

600+ 942 67.3 1,448 25.8

Net tncome
None 166 11.8 1,118 19.9

$1 - 99 123 8.8 860 15.3
100- 199 184 13.1 986 17.6
200 - 299 169 12.0 1,107 19.7
300- 399 200 14.3 605 10.8
400- 499 171 12.2 438 7.8

500+ 389 27.8 500 8.9

8eneftts
$ 10 or less 46 3.3 492 8.8

11 - 50 104 7.4 845 15.0
51 - 100 341 24.3 1,558 27.8

101 - 200 549 39.2 1,658 29.5
201 - 300 272 19.4 867 15.4

301+ 86 6.3 194 3.5

Totalb 1,401 100.0 5,613 100.0

"Earned income Includes wages, salaries, self-mplo_ent, faru tncome, and earned tncom tax credtt,

to rounding, the sumof Individual categortes m_ynotmtch the table total.

** Bydefinition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no householdswJl] be found
fn thts category.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampquallty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-43--Dtstrtbutton of househo]dsand benefits for
householdswith and without elderly

Household_ _n_fits
Number Percent Va1ue Percent

(thousands) (thg_ands)

Householdswtth elderl) ) 1,339 19.1 $M,682 7.3

Householdswith no elderly 5,676 80.9 825,965 92.7

Total _ 7,015 100.0 890,647 100.0

aHouseholdswith at least one memberage 60 or more.

bOueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories my not retch the table total.

Source: Sumer 1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-q4--Averege value of selected charectertsttcs for
householdsvtth and without elclerly

Householdswlth Householdswlth
elderly a no elderly

Grossn_nthly tncom (dollars) 426 435

Net n_nthly tncom (dollars) 241 243

Total deductionsb (dollars) 196 216

Countable resourcesc (clollars) 229 60

Monthly benefit (dollars) 48 146

Householdsize (persons) 1.4 2.9

Certification pertod (wnths) 11.7 g.2

mHouseholdswtth at least one memberage 60 or wre.

blncludes earned tncom, dependent care, excess shelter, wdtcal, and standard deductions
(see appendtx D). Deductions shovmare those deductions to whtch householdsare entitled. Sow of
the deductions my not have beenused before a household reaches zero net tncomestatus.

CTheresource 11mtt for wst householdswas$2,000. However,households wtth at least one
memberage 60 or older ware allowed up to $3,000.

Source: Summer1988Food Stamp Oualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-4$--Numberand percentage of households with and without
elderly for selected characteristics

Householdowtth Householdswtth
elder I_ no elderl 7

Number Percent° Number Percent°
(thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross tnc_ae 17 1.3 449 7.9

Zero net tncome 117 8.7 1,168 20.6

gtntmumbeneftt c 370 27.6 165 2.9

Ch1Idren4 106 7.8 4,164 73.4

Schoo1-age chi ldrenm 93 6.9 3,173 66.9

aHouseholdswtth at least one meed_erage 60 or moro.

bPercent ftgures do not add to 100 becausea household can have more than one of the characteristics
tncluded in the table.

CHtntmumbeneftt ts S10 for one- and two-person households.

dHouseholdswtth at least one memberage 17 or less.

eHouseholdswtth at least one memberage S to 17.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQuality Control sample.
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AppendtxTable A-46--Compartsonof distribution of parttctl_ttng
householdson selected characteristics for households

with and without elderly

Householdswith Householdswtth

elderl_ no elderl_ercen tNumber Percent Number
(thousands) (thousands)

Householdstze
I - 2 1,236 92.3 2,528 44.6
3 - 4 71 5.3 2,273 40.0

6+ 32 2.4 875 15.4

Gross Incme
None 17 1.3 449 7.9

$ 1 - 99 6 0.4 11! 2.0
100 - 199 40 3.0 SSI 9.7
200 - 299 66 4.9 677 11.9
300 - 399 600 44.8 1,089 19.2
400 - 499 298 22.1 726 12.8

500+ 315 23.5 2,073 36.5

get Income
None 117 8.7 1,168 20.6

$ I - 99 148 11.1 834 14.7
100- 199 248 18.5 921 16.2
200 - 299 450 33.6 826 14.6
300- 399 180 13.4 626 11.0
400 - 499 ]27 9.5 482 8.6

500+ 70 5.2 819 14.4

Benefits
$ 10 or less 371 27.7 167 2.9

11 - 50 503 37.6 446 7.9
61- 100 346 26.7 1,555 27.4

101- 200 85 6.4 2,123 37.4
201 - 300 25 1.9 1,114 19.6

301+ 10 0.8 272 4.8

Total b 1,339 100.0 5,676 100.0

mHouseholdswtth at least one meml_ age 60 or m_.

bD_ to _undlng, the sumof individual categories my notmtch the table total.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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AppendixTable A-47--Otstrtbutton of householdsand benefits
for householdswtth and without dtsabled

Households _h_neftts
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswtth dtsableda 591 8.4 $46,645 5.1

Householdswtth no dtsabled 6,424 91.6 646,102 94.9

Totalb 7,016 100.0 890.647 100.0

IHouseholdswtth SS[ Incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

bDueto rounding, the sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Sk,mmer1988 Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-48-._ve_agevalue of selected cheractertsttcs for
househeldswtth and without disabled

Householdswlth Householdswt_
dtsablede no disabled

Gross monthly income(dollars) 507 427

Net mnthly tncome(dollars) 322 236

Total deductionsb (clollars) 189 213

Countable resources (dollars) 110 91

Monthly beneftt (dollars) 77 132

Householdstze (persons) 2.2 2.7

Certification petted (months) 10.6 9.6

aHouseholdswith SSI Incommand no meet)erage 60 or more.

bIncludes earned Income,dependent care, excess shelter, medtcal, and standard deductions
(see appendtx D). Deductions shownare those to whtch households are entitled. Someof the
deductions maynot have been used before a household reaches zero net tncomostatus.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-49--Numberend percentage of householdswtth and without
dtsabled for selected characteristics

Householdswtth Householdswith
Households dlsablecla nodlsablecl

with: Numl_r Percent° Number Percent°
. (thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross income 0 O.O 466 7.3

Zero net Income 23 3.8 1,262 19.6

Htntmumbenefitc 86 14.5 449 7.0

Chtlch_nd 233 3g.4 4,036 62.8

School-age chtldren" 207 35.0 3,069 47.6

aHouseholdswtth SS[ incomeand no med3erage 60 or more.

UPercentftgures do not add to 100becausee household can have more than one of the
characteristics tncluded tn the table.

cl4tntmul benefit ts $10 for one- and two-person households.

dHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith at least one memberage 6 to 17.

Source: Summer1988 Food StampQualtty Control sample.
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Apl_ndtx Table A-50--Compartsonof distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for households

with and wtthout disabled

Householdswtth Householdswtth
Households disableda no dtsabled

with: Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands

Householdstze
I - 2 406 68.7 3,358 52.3
3 - 4 118 19.9 2,226 34.7

S+ 67 11.4 840 13.1

Gross tncome
None .... 466 7.3

$I - 99 2 0.4 115 1.8
100- 199 I 0.2 5go 9.2
200- 299 12 2.1 730 11.4
300 - 399 240 40.6 1,449 22.6
400- 499 104 17.5 919 14.3

500+ 232 39.3 2,155 33.6

Net tncome
None 23 3.8 1,262 19.6

$1- 9g 62 10.6 921 14.3
100- 199 106 17.7 1,054 16.6
200- 299 154 26.0 1,122 17.6
300 - 399 63 10.6 743 11.6
400 - 499 61 10.2 548 8.6

600+ 124 21.0 766 11.9

Beneftts
$ 10 or less 86 14.6 462 7.0

11- 60 192 32.6 756 11.8
61 - 100 164 27.7 1,736 27.0

101 - 200 99 16.8 2,108 32.8
201 - 300 36 6.0 1,104 17.2

301+ 14 2.3 258 4.2

Totalb 591 100.o 6,424 1oo.0

aHouseholdswtth SS] Incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

bDueto rounding, the sumof Individual cetegorJes maynot match the table total.

-- No sample households tn thts category.

Source: Smamr 1988Food Stamp_altty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-51--Distrtbutton of householdsand benefits
for householdswtth children, school-age

children, and no children

Households BenefI ts
Number Percent va1ue Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Househotdswtth chi ld_n m 4,26g 60.9 $731,410 82.1

Households.with schoo1-age
ch11dren_ 3,266 46.6 589,094 66.1

Householdswtth no chtlch-en 2,746 39.1 169,237 17.9

Tote!¢ 7,016 100.O 890,647 100.0

aHouseholdswith at least one memberage 17 or less.

bHouseholdswith at least one memberage 5 to 17.

COueto fount!lng, tho sumof Individual categories maynot match the table total.

Source: Summer1968 FoodStampQualtty Control sample.
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Append$xTable A-62--Avorage va1_ of sele,:ted charactortsttcs for
householdswtth chtlcl_n, school-age chlldron,

and no cht ldron

I_useholds wtth I_useholds wtth sch_l-age Householdswtth
cht ld_n m ch! ldronb no cht ld_n

Gross monthly tncoee (dollar) 501 528 32g

Net nunthly tncome(dollar) 295 318 160

Total deductto_ c (del larl) 221 224 197

Countable resources (dollars) 72 79 124

gonthly beneftt (dollars) 171 180 58

Householdstze (persons) 3.6 3.8 1.2

Corttftcatton pertod (months) 9.2 g.2 10.4

aHouseholdswtth at least on memberage 17 or less.

bHouseholdswith at least on memberage 6 to 17.

CIKlude_searned tnc_me,dependent caro, excess shelter, medtc_l, and standard deductions (see appendtx
0). Deductions shownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions maynot have been
used before a household _ches ze_ _t tKome status.

Source: S_ 1988Food StampQuallt¥ Contz_l sample.
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Appendix Table A-53--Numberand percentageof householdswtth children, school-age
children, and no cht ldren for selected characteristics

Householdswtth Householdswtth Householdswith
chtldren a school-aqe chtldren b no ch1ldren

Nmreer Percentc Number Percentc Number Percentc
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Zen gr_ss l_ane 213 6.0 130 4.0 263 9.2

Zere rmt tncam 668 13.3 386 11.8 716 26.1

Xtntaun beneftt 4 28 0.6 20 0.6 607 18.5

E1derlye 106 2.5 93 2.8 1.234 44.9

School-age ch1Idren_ 3,266 76.6 3,266 lO0.O 0 0.0

mHouseholdswith at lust om memberage 17 or less.

bHouseholdswtth at lust one memberage 6 to 17.

Cpercent ftgures do not add to 100 bemuse a household can have rare than ode of the characteristics
tncluded tn the table.

_tlntnt_ be_ftt fs $10 for om- and bvo-pet_on households.

eHouseholdswith at least om memberage 60 or here.

Source: Suer 1988 FoodStampQuality Cont_l sample.
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Appendix Table A-M--Com_rtson of dtstrtbut$on of l_rtlctl_ttng households
on selected characteristics for householdswtth children.

school-age children, and no children

Householdswtth Householdswith Householdswith
cht1drone school-aqe chi ldren_ no _ht ldren

HmM)or Percent Number Percent iund_er Percent
{thousands) (thousands} (thousands)

Households size
I - 2 1,097 25.7 616 18.9 2,667 97.1
3 - 4 2,268 53.1 1,785 54.7 76 2.8

5+ g04 21.2 864 26.6 4 0.1

Gross Income
None 213 6.0 130 4.0 253 9.2

$1- 99 46 1.1 32 1.0 71 2.6
100 - 199 255 6.0 172 5.3 335 12.2
200 - 2gg 496 11.6 342 10.6 247 9.0
300 - 3gg 667 15.6 496 16.1 1,021 37.2
400 - 499 577 13.5 449 13.8 446 16.2

500+ 2,015 47.2 1,646 50.4 373 13.6

Net income
None 568 13.3 386 11.8 716 26.1

$ I - gO 526 12.3 366 11.2 467 16.6
100 - 199 691 16.2 513 15.7 478 17.4
200 - 299 639 15.0 468 14.3 636 23.2
300- 399 564 13.2 445 13.6 242 8.8
400 - 499 456 10.7 363 11.1 153 5.6

500+ 824 19.3 724 22.2 65 2.4

Benefits
$ 10 or less 30 0.7 22 0.7 508 18.6

11 - 50 186 4.4 128 3.9 763 27.8
51 - 100 654 15.3 446 13.6 1,246 46.4

101 - 200 2,003 46.9 1,463 44.6 205 7.5
201 - 300 1,117 26.2 g4g 29.1 23 0.8

301+ 280 6.6 268 8.2 2 0.1

Total c 4,269 100.0 3,266 100.0 2,746 100.0

"Householdswith et least one me_berage 17 or less.

_Householdswith et least one memberage 6 to 17.

COueto rounding, the sumof Individual cetegortes amynot itch the table total.

Source: Sum,or 1988Food StampQuallty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-$S--Otstrtbutlon of householdsand benefits
for householdswtth and without AFDCincome

Households Benef _ts
Number Percent Va1ue Percent

(thousands) (t;housands)

Householdswtth AFDCIncmm 2,g].2 41.5 $481,867 54.1

Householdswtth no AFDCtnco_ 4,103 58.6 408,780 45.9

Totala 7,015 100.0 890,647 100.0

aOueto rounding, the sun of fndlvtdual categm-tes my not match the table total.

Source: Su.mw 1988 FoodStampQuality Corrh,ol sample.
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Appendix Table A-S6--Averagevalue of selected characteristics for
householdswith and without AFDCincome

HouSeholdswtth Householdswtth
AFDCIncome no AFDCtncoma

Grossmonthly tncme (dollars) 479 401

Net monthly Incomm(dollars) 286 211

Total deductionsa (dollars) 197 222

Countable resources (dollars) 50 123

Monthly beneftt (dollars) 165 100

Householdstze (persons) 3.4 2.1

Certification period (months) g.4 9.8

"Includes earned tn(om,, dependentcare, excess shelter, madtcal, and standard deductions
(see appendtx D). Deductions shownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Someof the
deductions maynot have beenused before a householdreaches zero net incomestatus.

Source: Summer1988 FoodStampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendix Table A-57--Nmaberand percentage of householdswith and without
AFDCincomeroi' selected characteristics

Householdswtth Householdswith
AFDCincome no AFDC1ncaaw

Householdswith: Nu_er Percente' Number Percenta
(thousands) {thousands)

Zero gross income " '"' 466 11.4

Zero net income 244 8.4 1.040 25.3

Ntnimumbenefit b 21 0.7 514 12.5

Elderly c 49 1.7 1,290 31.4

Chth:h'end 2,821 96.9 1.448 36.3

School-ege chtldren e 2,124 73.0 1,141 27.8

mpercent ftgures do not add to 100 becausea household can have more than one of the characteristics
tncluded in the table.

· tntmumbeneftt ts $10 for one- and two-person households.

CHouseholdswith at least one me.er age 60 or more.

dHouseholdswith at least one _l_ber age 17 or less.

eHouseholdswith at least one memberage 5 to 17.

· ' 6y definition, these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no householdswill be found tn
thts category.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQualtty Control sample.
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Appendtx Table A-38--ComPartsonof distribution of participating households on
selected characteristics for householdswtth and without

AFOCincome

Nouseholdswtth Householdswtth
Households AFD_lncm_ no AFDCincome

wtth: Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

HouseholdStze
I - 2 905 31.1 2,859 69.7
3 - 4 1,470 50.5 873 21.3
$+ 636 18.4 371 9.0

Gross Income
None ** "0 466 11.4

$ 1 - 99 20 0.7 97 2.4
100 - 199 208 7.1 383 9.3
200 - 299 434 14.9 309 7.5
300 - 399 574 19.7 1,114 27.2
400 - 499 454 15.6 568 13.9

500+ 1,222 42.0 1,166 28.4

Net Income
None 244 8.4 1,040 26.3

$ I - 99 438 16.0 545 13.3
100 - 199 559 19.2 611 14.9
200 - 299 500 17.2 776 18.9
300 - 399 394 13.5 411 10.0
400 - 499 289 9.9 320 7.8

600+ 488 16.7 401 9.8

Benef t ts
$10 or less 22 0.7 616 12.6
11- 50 122 4.2 827 20.1
61 - 100 463 15.6 1,446 35.2

101 - 200 1,472 50.5 736 17.9
201 - 300 G86 23.6 453 11.0

301+ 157 6.4 125 3.1

Total' 2,912 100.0 4,103 100.0

aDueto rounding, the sumof individual categories sty not match the table total.

** 8y definition, these ape mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households wtll be found tn
this category.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample. -'
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A-p_c_ix Table A-59--Comparison of average value of selected
characteristics for August 1980 - Sumner 1968

August August August Feb. August August Salter Sumer Sum.er Winter Sumer
1980a 1981 1982 1983 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1988

Gross monthly inceme (dollars) $326 $349 $356 S376 $379 $390 $398 $417 $426 $434 S433

Net monthly incr--- (doLlars) $194 S196 $205 S208 $22/, $229 $226 S232 S?_39 S2&3 S242

Total deduction b (doLLars) $148 S169 S159 S175 S170 SlT[ $191 $203 S205 $213 Sa11

CountabLe resources (doLLars) $66 $62 S58 S73 S54 S58 $63 S71 S7_ $82 S92

NonthLy benefit (doLLars) $89 S103 si05 Slat $116 s114 s116 s120 $120 s130 s127

HousehoLd size (persons) 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.6

aExcLt__trJ___Atsska end HouaJi.

blncU__,_J___eerned income, detpendent core, excess shelter, medicaL, and standorcl deductions. Deductions are those to uhich househotdo ore
CO entitled. M __aa_k__k__timlsmy mt have been used before la household reached zero net income status.

Sources: August 1980 - Sumer 1988 Food Stamp Ouelity Control samples.
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Appendix Table A-60--Co._arison of percentage of households with
selected characteristics for August 1980 - Summer 1988

Percent of att households

August August August Feb. August August August Summer Summer Winter Summer
Households with.' 1980 a 1981 1982 1983 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1988

Zero gross income 8.1 7.3 7.8 5.4 6.6 6.5 6.8 6.0 6.0 6.9 6.6

Zero net income 16.6 18.7 18.9 18.4 16.4 17.5 19.8 18.6 17.7 18.6 18.3

Minimum benefit 6.9 5.6 7.5 4.5 7.5 9.6 8.5 8.5 8.9 6.7 7.6

ELderly b 22.6 20.9 19.6 18.1 20.2 22.1 21.4 20.2 20.5 20.3 19.1

Chi tdren c 59.9 56.4 58.2 68.1 63.8 60.9 59.2 61.2 61.2 61.3 60.9

School-age chi tdren d 44.4 44.2 49.2 51.6 47.3 46.3 47.4 47.8 47.8 46.9 46.6

aExctudes ALaska and Hawaii.

0 bHousehoLds with at Least one member age 60 or more. .

CHousehoLds with at least one member age 17 or Less.

dHousehotds with at Least one member age 5 to 17.

Sources: August 1980 - Sua_aer 1988 Food Stamp Quality Control samples.



Allxmclix B--Poverty income guidelines for 1988a

Cont i nent aL
United States,

HousehoLd Guam, and the
size Virgin IsLands ALaska Hawaii

1 S 5,500 S 6,E43 $ 6,310

2 7w400 9,240 8,500

3 9,300 11,620 10,690

4 11,200 14,000 12,880

5 13,100 16,380 15,070

6 15,000 18,760 17,260

7 16,900 21,140 19,450

8b 18,800 23,520 21,640

aAnt'_L income for nonfarm families.

bFor households with more than eight meed=ers,add Sl,900
in the continental United States, Guam, end the Virgin IsLands;
S2,380 in Alaska; and S2,190 in Hawaii for each edditioneL person.

Source: Department of Health end HumanServices.
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Appendix C--#aximum at[owabte net monthty food stamp income
etigibittty standards in sumer 1988

Continental
United States,

Household Guam, and the
size Virgin Islands ALaska Hawaii

1 $ /,59 $ 572 $ 526

2 617 770 709

3 775 969 B91

934 1,167 1,074

5 1,092 1,365 1,256

6 1,250 1,564 1,/,39

7 1,409 1,762 1,621

8b 1,567 1,960 1,804

a
The fooclstampnet income standards ere equal to the HHS

poverty income guidelines (aRpendix A) divided by 12, rounded
up to the nearest doLLar.

b
For househotds with more than eight members, edcl S158 in

the continental United States, Guam, and the Virgin IsLands;
S198 in Ateska; and $183 in Hawaii for each additional person.

Source: 52 Federal Registry 19901, May 28, 1987.
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Appendix D--VmLue of standard end maximumdep_,-_ent core and excess
shelter deductions in continental Un(ted States and outlying areas in

sum,er 1988

Deper_dent Excess
Area Standard care shptter a

Prior Law- P.L. 100-7'7
n

Continental United States $102 $160 $152 $164

ALaska 175 160 261 285

Hawaii 144 160 217

Guam 205 160 185 199

Virgin Islands 90 160 112 121

aLimit on excess shelter deduction for households certified mfter 10/1/87
and with no member age 60 or more or no disabled member.

bThese amounts went into effect October 1, 1987 for households whose
certification period began before October 1, 1987. They remained in effect
until the household was recertifted or began · new certification period; then
the amounts under P.L. 100-7T went 1nra effect.

Source: 52 Federal Registry36809, October 1, 1987.
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Appendix E--VaLue of Maximum coupon aLLotment (Thrifty Food PLan) in
continental United States and outlying areas in summer 1988

HousehoLd Continental { ALaska b Virgin

Size United Statesa I Rural ! Rural II Nenana Urban Hawaii Guam IsLands

I $ 87 $1&4 S176 $158 $113 S133 $128 Sl 11

2 159 265 322 290 207 2&& 235 205

3 228 379 462 &15 297 350 336 293

4 290 482 586 527 378 444 427 373

5 344 57'2 696 626 448 527 508 443

6 413 686 836 752 538 633 609 531

7 457 759 924 831 595 700 673 58?'

8c 522 867 1056 949 680 800 770 67'1c_

I I

aExctudes ALaska and Hawaii.

bDue to the unusual nature of ALeskemn terrain and climate, areas outside major urban centers are
[ess accessible to food distributors. Therefore, the value of the maximum coupon aLLotment accounts for
this added expense by splitting the Thrifty Food PLan into four separate components: Rural If Rural II,
Wenana, and Urban.

CFor households with more then eight members, add $65 in the continental United States, $100 in
Hawaii, $90 in Guam, and $79 in the Virgin IsLands for each additional person, in ALaska, add the
foLLowing amounts for each area:

Area Amount

Rural I $108
Rural ] ! 132
Nenana 119
Urban 85

Source: Program records, Food and Nutrition Service.



Appendix F--Source and reliability of estimates

Backqround

The summary tables are derived from a sample of households
selected for review as part of the quality control system. This

system is an ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances
to determine (1) if households are eligible to participate or are

receiving the correct coupon allotment, and (2) if household

participation is correctly denied or terminated. The system is

based on a national probability sample of approximately 70,000

participating food stamp households and a somewhat smaller number

of denials and terminations every 12 months. The national sample

of participating households collected in the Integrated Quality

Control System (IQCS) is stratified by the 50 States, the

District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Annual

required State samples range from a minimum of 300 to a maximum
of 2,400 reviews depending on the size of the State's caseload.

State agencies select an independent sample each month that is

generally proportional to the size of the monthly participating

caseload. 1 The survey reported here relies primarily on the

summer 1988 food stamp IQCS sample of participating households.

To ensure an adequate sampling size, both July and August samples
comprised the data which were collected for the summer

of 1988. The 1987 and 1988 sample sizes were approximately the
same.

Tarqet Universe

The target universe of this study included all participating

households (active cases) subject to quality control review in
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The summer 1988

participating caseloads in Guam and the Virgin Islands were also
sampled, but these results are not included in the tabulations.

While almost all participating food stamp households are included

in the target universe, certain types not amenable to QC review

are not. Specifically, the active universe includes all

households receiving food stamps during a review period except

those in which the participants died or moved outside the State,

received benefits by a disaster certification authorized by FNS,

1Several States have integrated the Food Stamp, AFDC, and

Medicaid QC sample selection and review process. In these

States, monthly sample size is not necessarily proportional to

monthly caseload size.
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are under investigation for Food Stamp Program fraud (including
those with pending fraud hearings), and/or were appealing a
notice of adverse action when the review date fell within the

time period covered by continued participation pending a hearing,
or received restored benefits in accordance with the State manual

but who were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within the

active universe each month is the food stamp household as
specified in FNS regulations.

Weighting

The tabulations in this report are based on a total of 10,695

valid observations. The sample findings have been weighted by

the number of participating households as reported to FNS. The

case record weights of several States were adjusted to reflect

the disproportionately stratified QC sample designs in those
States.

Income Decision Rule

Several household-level income and deduction variables are both

reported and can be calculated by summing across person-level

variables. Gross income is the key variable, since the earned

income and excess shelter deductions and net income depend on

gross income, and benefit levels depend on net income. The data
on which this report is based were edited to achieve internal

consistency. The mean values for selected variables broken out

by their calculated or reported values are presented in table
F-1.
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Comparison to Participation Data

-i

The following data present a comparison of the quality control

sample-based estimates to aggregate program participation data

(excluding Guam and the Virgin Islands):

Summer 1988

Program data IQCS sample

Number of households 7,015,610 7,014,924

Number of participants 18,358,461 18,545,385

Value of benefits $909,496,591 $890,646,733

Average household size 2.62 2.64

Average bonus per person $49.41 $48.03

Completion Rates

Failure to complete reviews for all cases selected subject to

review can bias the sample results if the characteristics of

unreviewed households are significantly different from those of
reviewed households. While there are no direct measures of such

differences, the ratio of valid observations to sample cases

selected for review provides an indication of the magnitude of

any potential bias. The expected number of cases subject to

review in the sample is based on one-sixth of all cases reported

as subject to review during October 1987 - September 1988.

However, since summer caseloads are smaller than caseloads during

other times of the year, this approach probably results in a

slight overestimation of the total expected number and thus a

slight underestimation of the completion rate. The number of

cases selected subject to review, the number of valid

observations, and the estimated completion rates are shown below:

Number of cases selected

subject to review 11,839

Number of cases completed 10,695

Estimated completion rate 91.2%

Even though possibly an underestimate, this completion rate

compares very favorably with other surveys of this nature.
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AppondtxTable F-I--Comparison of lean calculated mad
reported values for selected ver$ables

of participating households

Ail Householdswtth

households _arntnqsa Elderly b ChlloYen¢ Dtsabledd

(AVE_,A_S)
Gross income

Calculated $433 S642 S426 $601 $607
Reported 432 644 426 SO0 SOS

Net lncome
Calculated 242 355 242 295 322
Reported 233 352 235 286 306

Total deductione
Calculated 212 298 196 221 189
Reported 209 286 196 217 189

6eneftt
Calculated 127 150 48 171 77
Reported 127 149 49 171 79

(PERCENTACFS)
Percent wtth zero gross tncome

Calculated 6.6 0.0 1.3 5.0 0.0
Reported 6.1 0.2 1.2 3.g 0.1

Percent wtth zero net tncome
Calculated 18.3 11.8 8.7 13.3 3.6
Reported lg.O 12.0 9.0 13.6 4.9

Percent wtth mtntmumbenefit r
Calculated 7.6 3.2 27.6 0.6 14.6
Reported 6.8 3.2 25.4 O.S 12.1

aEarnedtncometncludes wages, selartes, self-mplo)lnent, farm tnoome,and em-ned tncometax credtt.

bHouseholdsvtth at least one memberage 60 or lore.

CHouseholdsvtth at leest one memberage 17 or less.

dHouseholdswtth SSI tncomeand no memberage 60 or more.

eZncludesearned tncome,dependent care, excess shelter, ledtcal, and standard deductions. The value
of the standard deduction and the Itmtt on the excess shelter deduction vary dependingon regton (see
appendtx D). Deductions shownare those to whtch householdsare entitled. Someof the deductions my
not have beenused before a household reaches zero net tno0mestatus.

f#tntnua beneftt $s S10 for one- or too-poreon households.

Source: Summer1988Food StampQuality Control sample.
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Appendix G--Sampling error of estimates

The estimates of the characteristics of food stamp households
contained in this report are based on a sample of households and
are therefore subject to statistical sampling error. This
appendix presents estimates of the statistical sampling errors
associated with certain key variables included in the tables in
this report. In addition, it outlines methods for estimating the
standard errors of other variables for which standard errors have

not been directly calculated.

Standard Errors and Confidence Intervals

One important indicator of the magnitude of the possible sampling
error associated with a given estimate is its standard error.
Standard errors measure the variation in estimated values which

would be observed if multiple replications of the sample were
drawn. The magnitude of the standard errors depend on (1) the
degree of variation in the variable within the overall population
from which the sample has been drawn; (2) the design of the
sample, including such issues as stratification and sampling
probabilities; and (3) the size of the sample on which the
estimate is based.

The standard error of estimates of proportions, Sp, based on
simple random samples is given by the formula:

(1)8p

where p is the sample estimate of the proportion and n is
the sample size.

Standard errors of estimated nnmbers of households based on

simple random samples ares

(2)sN=

where N is the number of households in the population.

However, the formulas for the standard errors of simple random
samples do not necessarily provide an accurate estimate for more
complex stratified samples such as the stratified sample design
used for this study. In this appendix, estimates produced by the
formulas above are referred to as "naive standard errors." More

accurate standard errors are provided for key estimates by
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directly calculating their standard errors through a replicate
method as discussed below. 1

Standard errors can be used to construct confidence intervals for

estimated variables. A confidence interval is a range of values
that will contain the true value of an estimated characteristic

with a known probability. For instance, a 95-percent confidence
interval extends approximately two standard errors above and
below the estimated value for a characteristic and 95-percent of
all confidence intervals will contain the true value.

The following discussion presents, for a selected set of key
estimates, standard errors estimated using the replication
method. It then presents a simple method for approximating
standard errors of estimated numbers of households and

percentages when individual standard errors have not been
estimated.

_tandard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Households

The standard errors for selected estimates of FSP households are

shown in table G-1. These standard errors can be used to compute
the 95-percent confidence interval for the estimated number of
households with a particular characteristic. For example, the
estimate in table G-1 of the number of elderly households with
zero net income has a standard error of 12 thousand and therefore

the 95-percent confidence interval extends from 93 thousand to
141 thousand, around the point estimate of 117 thousand. 2 With
such a confidence interval, 95-percent of all intervals
constructed in this fashion will contain the true value of the
variable.

For standard errors not shown in table G-l, the approximate
standard error, SE , of an estimated number can be obtained by the
use of the formulas

(3) SE = sN x d x f

where sN is the naive standard error from either equation (2)
above or from table G-2, d is the average design effect of 1.2,
and f is an adjustment factor from table G-5 that potentially can

1Standard errors have been estimated using the replicate
sample method described in Lesl£e Kish, _urvev SamDlina, 1965, pp.
127-128. Inimplementing this approach, the s_mples used in the
estimation workwere divided into 40 replicate subsamples.

2Calculated by rounding to the nearest thousand; (117 - (2 x
12)) = 93, and (117 + (2 x 12)) = 141.
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improve the approximation by partially accounting for the
variation in design effects across subgroups of the sample. 3
The average design effect is the average increase in the size of
the standard error estimated by the replicate method over that of
the naive standard error appropriate for a simple random sample.
Use of the adjustment factor f will generally improve the
approximation when the base of the estimated percentage or number
and the characteristic used in defining the percentage or total
are quite similar to the bases and characteristics shown in table
G-5. In other cases, f should be ignored by setting it to 1.0.

For example, to obtain the approximate standard error for the
number of households containing an elderly person with zero net
income, the first step is to obtain the size of the estimate.
From table 45 of the detailed tables, we see that 117 thousand
elderly households have zero net income. The next step is to
obtain the naive standard error from either equation (2) or less
accurately from table G-2. Using equation (2), the value is 8.08
thousand households. 4 Multiplying 8.08 times the design factor
d of 1.2 produces the first approximation of 9.70. In this case,
the same base for the number of households (i.e., with elderly)
and the same characteristic (i.e., zero net income) are defined
in table G-5. Consequently, using the f factor from table G-5
should improve the approximation. Multiplying the first
approximation of 9.70 times the adjustment factor of 1.23 from
table G-5 produces a second approximation of 11.93. In this
case, the approximation can be compared with the specific
standard error estimate from table G-l, 12 thousand. The second
approximation happened to be underestimated in this case, but is
closer than the naive standard error of 8.08 thousand (the naive
standard error does not account for sample design effects) and
closer than the estimate based only on the average design effect
(9.70).

3The average design effect is the ratio of the average
standard error computed by the replication method to the average
naive standard error across all cells of table G-5.

4Calculated as;

1339 x 4((117/1339) x (1 - (117/1339))/2188) - 8.08

Where 1339 is the estimated number of elderly households, 117 is
the estimated number of elderly with zero gross incomes and 2188
is the sample size of elderly households. Table G-4 is accurate
only for the full sample size of all food stamp households.
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Standard E_o_s of Estimated Percentaqes

The standard errors for selected estimated percentages of FSP
households are shown in table G-3. As discussed above, these
standard errors can be used to compute the 95-percent interval
for the est/mated percentage. For example, the estimate in table
G-3 of the percentage of households with children with zero gross
income has a standard error of .36, and therefore, the 95-percent
confidence interval extends from 4.3 percent to 5.7 percent--
around the point estimate of 5.0 percent. 5

For estimated percentages not shown in table G-3, the approximate
standard error, SE, can be obtained by the use of the formulaz

(4) S E = Sp x d x f

where sp is the naive standard error from equation (1) above or
less accurately from table G-4, d is the average design effect of
1.2, and f is an adjustment factor from table G-5 to improve the
approximation as discussed above.

For example, to obtain an approximate estimate of the standard
error for the percentage of households with children who have
zero net income, the first step is to obtain the estimated
percentage and the size of the base for the estimated percentage.
From table 51 of the detailed tables, we see that 4,269 thousand
households have children. From table 53 of Chapter 4, we see
that 13.3 percent of households with children have zero net
income. The next step is to obtain the naive standard error from
equation (1). Using equation (1) the square root of (.133 x
.867)/(6542-1) = .420 percent. Multiplying the naive standard
error of .420 times the average design factor of 1.2 times the
specific adjustment factor of .95 from table G-5 produces an
adjusted approximation of .479. In this case, the approximation
can be compared with the specific standard error estimate from
table G-3, 0.48. Thus, this approximation is quite close to the
actual estimated standard error.

_tandard Errors for Estimated Means

The standard errors for selected estimated means are provided in
table G-6. These standard errors can be used to compute a 95-
percent confidence interval. For example, the standard error for
average gross income for all FSP households as shown in table G-6
ks 2.54, and its mean is $433. Therefore, a 95-percent

5Calculatedbyrounding to the nearest tenth of a percent as;
(5.0 - (2 x .36)) - 4.3, and (5.0 + (2 x .36)) - 5.7.
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confidence interval extends between approximately $428 and
$438. 6

Generalized approximation methods such as those used above work
well for standard errors of estimated numbers and percentages
since the standard errors depend only on the sample size, the
estimated proportion, and the design effects. Generalized
methods are less appropriate for standard errors of means since
the standard error depends on the variance as well as the sample
size and design effects. However, a rough approximation of the
likely magnitude of standard errors of means not included in
table G-6 can be obtained from table G-7 which shows the standard

error as a percent of the mean value for all FSP households and
successively smaller subsets of households. In this table, the
approximate standard errors as a percent of the mean value are
shown as the average across the 12 variables from table G-6. The
lowest and highest values across the 12 variables for each subset
of households are also shown to give an indication of the quality
of the approximation provided by the standard error expressed as
a percent of the mean value. These standard errors include the
design effects as they were estimated using a replication method.

6Rounding to the nearest dollar, (433 - (2 * 2.54)) - 428 and
(433 + (2 * 2.54)) - $438.
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.qplpmdixTibJe G-I_S_ Errors of Esttmf_l II_bers of FoodStielp Ilouseholds: s_ 1988a
(thousands)

Households with
Baseof esttmted Zero gross Zero net Nlnimm Earned Elderly Children School-age Disabled _mple

ramber income income benefits inoame children size

All FSPhmsdmlds 24.41 28.81 20.83 36.52 28.49 35.03 414.80 22.21 lO,6gS

tilth eJdeFly 3.70 12.00 17.90 6.69 JlA 10.03 8.76 JlA 2,188

Ulthout elderly 23.62 25.94 12.20 37.69 iA 34.21 40.76 21.88 8,507

Illth cbih 15.60 28.53 5.01 32.66 10.35 JlA 31.87 13.54 6,542

illth sctuolcbJ Jdrm 10.24 18.03 4.15 28.31 9.44 UA UA 12.07 4,963

Ifithout cbt 1ditto _.W 23.86 21.55 18.74 21.87 UA gA 14.78 4,153

Illth earuJnp IA 12.88 7.02 llA 7.33 17.51 19.11 9.27 2,234

IfJtb disabled gA 4.71 8.32 7.419 gA 9.90 9.06 gA 961

IStandlrd eTOn c_puted as mMwr of households in esttmted base times the standard errors of the estlmted imrcemtagesfrm table _3.
p- Stamlard errors In table G-3 uere estJmted with tim replication method.



AppendtxTable G-2--Natve esttmte standard errors of
estlmted nembersof food stamphouseholds

(thousands)

Size of _tve est. of
estimate _tanc_ error'

10 2.66

60 6.71

lO0 8.04

260 12.58

SOO 17.46

1,000 23.72

2,000 30.62

3.0O0 33.56

4, OOO 33.58

6,000 30.69

6,000 23.66

6,600 17.69

mAppltcable whenthe base of the esttnmted numberts all food stamphouseholds.

Naive standard er_r - N _/p(1-p)/(n-Z)

whe_: N - the numberof FSPhouseholds (7,015 thousand)
p - the stze of the estinmte dtvtded by N
n - the stze of sample (10,695)
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Aplxmdix Table G-3--Stimiard ErTorS Of estlited L_
of food stamp households: seamer 1968"

Ilouseholds wi{h

Base of estimated Zero gross Zero net MJnimm Earned EIdkn'l¥ Children School-age Disabled
perceut_ income income benefits incense childrm

A11FSPbausebolds 0.348 0.411 0.297 0.521 0.406 0.499 0.639 0.317

Nitk eklerly 0.276 0.896 1.337 0.500 lA 0.749 0.655 IA

Without elderly 0.416 0.457 0.215 0.664 lA 0.603 0.718 0.386

illth chi Idrell 0.365 0.481 0.117 0.765 0.242 lA 0.747 0.317

IfJtk sckoolcbi Jdrm 0.313 0.552 0.127 0.867 0.289 lA gA 0.370

Without cliJ ldrll 0.560 0.869 0.785 0.683 l.OIS IA lA 0.538

WJtb eiruJngs gA 0.919 0.501 IA 0.524 1.250 1.364 0.661

With disabled iq 0.806 1.407 1.268 lA 1.675 1.534 iq
i

eStamlaFd errors Mere estimated using the repllcatkm method for the _dmBer 1988 food stap quality comLTol sample.
I-d
U!



Appendtx Table G-4--Natve estimate of standard e_cor_ of estimated
percentages of food stamp households"

Base of est. Estimated Percentage
percentaqe 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 7_ 50

10 5.58 7.68 11.09 12.81

50 2.50 3.44 4.96 5.73

100 1.77 2.43 3.51 4.05

250 1.12 1.54 2.22 2.56

500 O.79 1.09 1.57 1.81

1o000 0.56 0.77 1.11 1.28

2,000 0.39 0.54 0.78 0.91

3,000 0.32 0.44 0.G4 0.74

4,000 0.28 0.38 0.55 0.64

5,000 0.25 0.34 0.50 0.57

G,O00 0.23 0.31 0.45 0.52

7,000 0.21 0.29 0.42 0.48

aAppllcable when the base of the esttmted numberts all food stamp households.

Naive standard error - _[p(1-p)/n where p equals estimated percentage dtvtded by 100,

and n ts the samplesize of 10,695 for all food stamp households.
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._2_lix Table G-5--Mjustoent Factors for standard eh'ors of estimated percentages
of fred stap Imsehoids: s_.r 19e8I

Householdswith
Baseof esti_ Zerogross Zeronet Ninimm Earned Elderly Children School-age Disabled Average

mmlbor income income bemefits income chi Idren factor

All FSPkomsdulds 1.194 0.906 0.957 1.113 0.884 0.875 1.095 0.974 1.000

Mitllt elderly O.geO 1.229 1.157 0.986 lA I.OW 0.999 lA 1.072

Without elderly 1.176 0.863 0.977 1.191 lA 1.040 1.103 0.953 1.045

Mitlk cblJdrml 1.132 0.947 1.017 1.156 1.047 JlA 1.177 0.934 1.059

MJtlltf_lclaJ Idrele 0.943 0.997 0.958 1.119 1.020 lA M 0.884 O.m7

MJtlmut chi Idlr_ 1.012 1.955 1.078 1.240 1.087 IA lA 0.951 1.054

Wttbemmlmgs lA 1.110 1.140 lA 1.056 1.254 1.128 1.368 1.177

Illth disabled JlA 1.080 1.1)24 1.155 lA 0.879 0.024 lA 0.992

Average factor 1.073 1.024 1.039 1.]37 1.019 1.025 1.054 0.996 1.048

Stlu adjus_ factors are defined A/B: ulure A - the ratio of the standard error cnaputedby the repllcetton methodto the naive standard
error for the specific cell of the table, and B - the ratio of the average standard error c_ed by the replication methodto the average naive
standard ertl' across all cells.



: Ala_dlx TibJe G-6--S_ Errors of Esttmte4 Items: smmer 19888

Households with
Base of est lmted Gross Net

de_t Total HouseholdCertjfJcatlon . nmOdeM_ntShelter. resources size period Ea,nningsD _CGAb SSIb r_a___ostD deducticmbmm inc(me tnOmBB Benefits

All FSP bmsebolds 2.538 2.032 0.974 1.204 6.950 0,017 0.045 10,298 3.334 4.060 3.470 0.923

Iflii elderly 4,144 4.9418 1.603 4.066 31.466 0.025 0.071 31.222 11.880 S.489 2.560 4.1410

¥itJuut eidrly 3.276 2.614 1.113 1.255 4.327 0.020 0.044 9.880 3.340 S.72S 3.524 0.844

Illth chi Idrm 3.944 3.421 1.366 1.S32 11.590 0.024 0.049 9.1S0 3.929 8.4138 3.488 1.161

Ifiii sdmollcbi Idlrem 4.946 4.M0 1.610 1.680 17.880 0.033 0.060 Il. IlS 4.766 8.660 4.468 1.340

Ifiiiaut chi JdFeu 3.141 2.8418 0.766 2.1S6 8.520 0.009 0.073 13.840 4.410 4.317 4.968 2.118

Iditb eirmlNgs 0.520 0.637 2.180 2.733 13.450 0.052 0.095 10.298 8.760 14.390 3.500 2.OM

rill disabled 7.138 8.060 3.318 3.717 ]16.560 0.059 0.121 36.U9 10.1M 5.720 c 4.700

mStlfldiird elTOrS m IstJloted ming tim replJcltJeil Beiiod.

bFar lumsebolds wlii · nonzero mm..t.

oo eS,ml)le size too .mil to mice ia estlite.



Appendix Table G-7--Rangeof standard errors of mean
amountsexpressed as 8 percent of the meanamounta

Numberof households Standard error es
tn base of mean percent of meanamount

(thousands) Averaqeb Lowest' Htqhest'

7.015 (all FSPhouseholds) 1.67 0.46 7.52

4.269 (households with children) 2.52 0.54 16.06

1.401 (households wtth earnings) 2.91 0.92 11.13

591 (households with disabled) 4.26 0.00 14.10

aStandarderrors were from table G4 and meanamountsfrom applicable text tables.

_Averagestandard error across all 12 variables in table G-6 expressed as a percent of
the meanamount.

CLowestof the standard errors across all 12 variables in table G-Gexpressed as a
percent of the meanamount.

dLowest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table G-6 expressed as a
percent of the meanamount.
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Appendix I--List of previous reports in this series

Characteristics of Food Stamp HQuseholds, Winter 1988. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1990

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, SummeF 1987. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1990

Characterist cs of Food Stamp Households. Summer 1986. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1988

Characteristics of Food Stamp _9_seholds, SummeF 1985. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1987

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. Auaust 1984. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. February 1983 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analys_s and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. Auaust 1982. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food StamD HQuseholds. Auaust 1981. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1984

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. Auaust 1980. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. November 1979 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households. February 1978. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1980

Characteristics of Food _tamD Households. September 1976. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1977
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Characteristics of Food Stamp _ou_eholds. September 1975. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1976
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