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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Food and Nutrition Service has conducted periodic surveys of

food stamp households to determine the characteristics and

circumstances of program beneficiaries. This report presents the

results of the most recent survey of about 11,000 participating
households in the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The

report has two objectives: to describe the economic and

demographic circumstances of food stamp households in the summer

of 1987 and to examine changes in these circumstances since
summer 1986. 1

Slightly over 18.7 million people a month received food stamp
benefits in the United States in the summer of 1987. At the time

these data were gathered:

o Nearly 94 percent of all food stamp households had a

total gross income that was equal to or less than the

official poverty guidelines; 39 percent were below half

the poverty line.

o About 41 percent of all food stamp households also

received benefits under Aid to Families with Dependent

Children (AFDC). Twenty percent had earned income.

Over 20 percent of all households received Social

Security or Railroad Retirement benefits; nearly

21 percent received Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

o The average deduction from gross income was $205 per

month. The most frequent deduction--other than the

standard deduction available to every household--was for

excess shelter costs, claimed by nearly 71 percent of

all food stamp households.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit was $120 per

household or $44 per person.

o About 18 percent of all food stamp households had no
net income after taking the allowable deductions from

gross income, and thus received the maximum allowable
benefit.

o When food stamp benefits were counted along with cash

income, the percentage of food stamp households below
half the poverty line fell from 39 percent to 15

1For this 1987 report (as for the 1986 report), summer
refers to the average of data for July and August.
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percent.

o The average food stamp household included 2.7 people,

but there was substantial variation among different

household types. For instance, an average of 3.9 people

constituted a household where school-age children were

present, while households with elderly members averaged

only 1.5 persons. Fifty-two percent of all food stamp

households contained only one or two people.

o Seventy-three percent of the heads of food stamp
households were women.

o About 51 percent of all the people participating in the

Food Stamp Program (FSP) were children (less than 18

years old). Another 8 percent were elderly (60 years

old or older).

o Twenty percent of all food stamp households had at least

one elderly member. Eighty-nine percent of all elderly

participants lived alone or with one other person
(usually elderly as well).

A comparison of survey data from summer 1986 with the results of

the current survey shows that:

o Average monthly gross income increased from $417 per
household in summer 1986 to $426 in the summer of 1987.

o The percentage of households with gross income below

half the poverty line was unchanged at 39 percent.

o The average value of total deductions increased from

$203 to $205, and average net income also increased from
$222 to $239.

o The average monthly food stamp benefit was unchanged at

$120 per household.

ii



INTRODUCTION

The Food Stamp Program (FSP) is a nationwide program which helps

low-income families and individuals buy the foods they need to
maintain a nutritious diet. This assistance is in the form of

coupons that can be redeemed for food in authorized food stores,

thus increasing the purchasing power of low-income households.

The program is authorized by Congress, administered nationally by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service

(FNS), and operated by State welfare agencies and their local

offices. In an average month, about 19.1 million people received

food stamp benefits during fiscal year 1987 at a total program
cost of $11.6 billion.

Since food stamp benefits add to the resources available to low-

income households, the FSP can be considered part of the Federal

income maintenance system. It is distinct from other income

maintenance programs in two important ways. First, it is

designed to provide nutritional assistance to low-income

households. Thus, program benefits--the food stamps--can be used

only to buy food. Second, the program is distinguished by the

absence of categorical restrictions on eligibility and

participation. Unlike Aid to Families with Dependent Children

(AFDC) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI), for example,

program eligibility is not limited to specific types of people

(parents with dependent children, the elderly, or the disabled).
Instead, the FSP is available to all who meet the income and

resource standards set by Congress. Thus, program participants

represent a broad spectrum of the low-income population.

FNS has conducted periodic surveys of food stamp households to

determine the characteristics and circumstances of program

beneficiaries. This report presents the results of a survey of

11,000 participating households in the 50 States and the District
of Columbia. The report has two objectives: to describe the

economic and demographic circumstances of food stamp participants
in the summer of 1987 and to examine changes in these
circumstances from summer 1986.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the structure, size, and

economic context of the Food Stamp Program in the summer of 1987.

Chapter 2 describes summer 1987 food stamp household

circumstances in some detail, while Chapter 3 looks at trends in

household circumstances and caseload composition from 1986 to

1987 by comparing the summer 1986 sample with summer 1987.
Chapter 4 presents an extensive set of detailed tabulations of

household characteristics in the summer of 1987. The appendixes

to this report contain supplemental tables and a brief

description of the sample design. A new appendix on the sampling

error of the estimates presented in this report has been added.



CHAPTER 1: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

The number and characteristics of households participating in the
Food Stamp Program (FSP) vary somewhat over time. Several

factors contribute to these variations. Legislative changes to

eligibility requirements are partially responsible. The economic

status of the Nation as well as underlying demographic trends may

also affect the program's level of participation and

characteristics of participating households. This chapter

provides some background on the general circumstances of the FSP
in the summer of 1987.

The chapter begins with an overview of program changes between
1986 and 1987 and a review of eligibility requirements. This is

followed by a brief summary of total program participation and
costs as well as economic conditions in fiscal year 1987.

Program Changes Since Last Year

The Food Stamp Program was affected by several new pieces of

legislation implemented in fiscal year 1987. First, the Human
Services Reauthorization Act required that all direct and

indirect Low-Income Home Energy Assistance benefits be included

in the calculation of the food stamp shelter deduction, which

could mean higher food stamp allotments for some energy
assistance recipients. Second, the Higher Education Amendments

excluded educational assistance provided for books, supplies,

transportation, and miscellaneous personal expenses as income or

resources for the purpose of food stamp benefit calculations.

(Tuition and mandatory fees were already excluded.) Third, a

technical amendment in the continuing resolution brought the

dependent care deduction for households with elderly and/or
disabled members in line with the deduction for all other

households by fixing it at $160 a month. Finally, the Homeless
Eligibility Clarification Act gave soup kitchens and shelters the

option of accepting food stamps as payment for the cost of food

provided in meals for the homeless.

Program Eligibility Requirements

The Food Stamp Act defines the group of people who comprise a
household for food stamp purposes and sets uniform criteria for

their eligibility. These criteria include a gross and net income

limit, a resource limit, and a variety of nonfinancial criteria.

Each of these is discussed briefly below.



Income Eligibility Standards

To be eligible for food stamps, the gross monthly income of most
households had to be at or below 130 percent of the Federal

poverty guidelines ($14,560 annually for a family of four), and
their net income had to be at or below 100 percent of the Federal

poverty guidelines ($11,200 annually for a family of four). 1

Households with an elderly or disabled member were subject only
to the net income test described below. Gross income included

all cash payments to the households with the exception of a few

specific types excluded by law or regulation (such as loans,

nonrecurring lump sum payments, and reimbursement of certain

expenses). The following deductions were then subtracted from

the household's gross monthly income to determine its net income:

o A standard deduction adjusted periodically to reflect
changes in the cost of living. The standard deduction was

$102 in the 48 contiguous States and the District of
Co]umbia in the summer of 1987.

o An earned income deduction for working households equal to

20 percent of the combined earnings of household members.

o A dependent care deduction for the expenses involved in

caring for children or other dependents while household

members worked or sought employment. The maximum value

which could be claimed under this deduction was capped at
$160.

o An excess shelter deduction for those shelter costs (such as

rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, property taxes, and

insurance) that exceeded 50 percent of the household's

income remaining after all other deductions were taken. The

limit in the summer of 1987 for households living in the 48
2

contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $149.

The limit is adjusted periodically to reflect changes in the

cost of living. Households with an elderly (age 60 or

older) or disabled member were exempted from this limit:
they were entitled to subtract the full value of all shelter

lIncome eligibility standards are updated every year. The

figures supplied in this text were effective from July 1, 1987,

through September 30, 1988, for all States and territories except

Alaska and Hawaii, which have higher standards. See appendix B

for the full array of monthly standards.

2Both the standard deduction and ceiling on the value of the

excess shelter deductions in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam and the Virgin
Islands were adjusted to reflect price differences from the

mainland. See appendix C for the value of each in the summer
of 1987.



costs greater than 50 percent of their adjusted income.

o A special medical deduction limited to households with an

elderly or disabled member. These households could deduct

all medical costs exceeding $35 incurred by the elderly or

disabled person. Medical expenses reimbursed by insurance

or government programs were not deductible. If a household

contained more than one disabled or elderly person, then it

could deduct the combined medical expenses (for those

disabled or elderly persons) that exceeded the

elderly/disabled's initial $35 charge.

After subtracting these allowable deductions from gross income,
the household's net income was then compared to a table of

monthly income limits based on the official poverty guidelines

published by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

These guidelines vary by household size and are updated annually

to reflect changes in the cost of living. The Food Stamp Program

income limits were adjusted in July to correspond to the most

recent DHHS poverty guidelines. In the summer of 1987, a four-

person family living in one of the 48 contiguous States, the
District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands could qualify

for the program with a net monthl_ income of $934 and a gross
monthly income of $1,214 or less.

Resource Eligibility Standards

The value of a household's assets is also accounted for in

determining program eligibility. Most households were permitted

up to $2,000 in countable resources. Households with at least

one person age 60 or older were allowed up to $3,000. Countable
resources included cash on hand and assets which could easily be

converted to cash, such as money in checking or savings accounts,

savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump sum payments.

Assets also included nonliquid assets; however, the family home

and lot, one family vehicle if under $4,500 in value, and tools

of a trade and business property used in earning the family

income were not counted in determining eligibility.

Nonfinancial Eligibility Standards

People could qualify for benefits only as part of a "food stamp

household." The household consists of those persons whose income

and resources are summed to determine program eligibility and

benefits. Many means-tested assistance programs define the

household in slightly different ways, largely to target benefits

to particular individuals such as the elderly or children.

3Separate income limits were computed for Alaska and Hawaii.

See appendix B for the full array for each household size.
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In general terms, a food stamp household consisted of an

individual who lived alone or who lived with others but usually

purchased and prepared food separately; and groups of individuals

who lived, purchased food, and prepared meals together. A parent

or parents, under 60 years of age and living with their children,

were counted as a single household regardless of their food

preparation practices. Also, an individual 60 years or older

(and spouse) who was unable to purchase and prepare meals due to

a permanent disability may constitute a separate household

provided such individual lived with others whose income did not

exceed 165 percent of the poverty level. Some restrictions were

placed on the participation of aliens, students, strikers, and
residents of institutions. The income, resources, and deductible

expenses of all persons in the food stamp household were counted

to determine the household's eligibility for benefits.

The FSP included several provisions to encourage able-bodied
participants to seek and hold jobs. With certain exceptions,

physically and mentally fit food stamp participants had to

register for and accept suitable employment. The exceptions to
this work registration requirement included:

o People under 18 or over 60 years of age.

o People who are physically or mentally disabled.

o People participating in AFDC's work incentive program (WIN).

o Caretakers of dependent children less than 6 years old or

incapacitated adults.

o People receiving unemployment compensation.

o Participants in drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and

rehabilitation programs.

o People who were working at least 30 hours per week.

o Selected types of students.

An active job search was required of some work registrants.

Furthermore, applicant households whose primary wage earner
voluntarily quit a job without good cause were made ineligible

for 90 days.

Benefit Computation

The maximum amount of food stamps a household could receive was

equal to the cost of the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) in June 1986,
adjusted for household size. The maximum allotments are revised



periodically to reflect changes in the cost of foods included in

the TFP. The maximum allotment for a family of four in the 48

contiguous States and the District of Columbia was $271 per month
during fiscal year 1987. 4

The food stamp benefit issued to each household was based on the

number of people in the household and the amount of net income

available after subtracting the allowable deductions. Monthly
benefits were equal to the maximum coupon allotment for that

household less 30 percent of its net income. Benefits were

prorated to the date of application during the initial month of

participation. All one- and two-person households that qualified

for the program, however, were guaranteed a minimum benefit of at

least $10 per month (except the initial month on the program).

Food Stamp Proqram Participation and Costs

Participation in the FSP declined slightly between fiscal years

1981 and 1982. By late 1982, participation had begun to

increase, reaching an historic high level of 22.6 million persons
in March 1983. This peak was followed by a relatively steady

decline in the number of food stamp recipients. With the

exception of seasonal increases during winter months, this

decrease in participation continued through September 1987, at

which point 18.6 million persons were participating in the FSP

(see fig. 1). This was the lowest level of participation in the
50 States and the District of Columbia since January 1980.

Between fiscal years 1986 and 1987, the average monthly

participation declined 1.6 percent from 19.4 to 19.1 million

persons.

The reduced number of participants and the higher allotments

combined to keep total program costs virtually unchanged between

fiscal years 1986 and 1987. The maximum allotment for a family

of four increased 1.1 percent, from $268 to $271, between the two

fiscal years. Total Federal costs in fiscal year 1987 were $11.6
billion, of which $10.5 billion were issued in benefits. The

amount of food stamp benefits issued in fiscal year 1987

decreased by 0.1 percent, or $105 million from fiscal year 1986.

Other program costs, which include State administrative expenses,
increased $52 million from $1,091 million in fiscal year 1986 to

$1,143 million in fiscal year 1987.

4Separate plans were developed for selected outlying areas.
The maximum coupon allotment for each household size in the 48

contiguous States, the District of Columbia and outlying areas is
shown in appendix D.

6



FI CURE }
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In the summer of 1987, the time period on which the remainder of

this report focuses, average monthly program costs were about
$927 million, of which $841 million were in the form of benefits.

Program data additionally indicate that per-person benefits in
the summer of 1987 averaged $45.18.

An Overview of Economic Developments through 1987

The recession, which began in 1981 and continued through early

1983, was followed by a very rapid, strong recovery beginning in

late 1983 (see table 1). The unemployment rate declined from a

high of 10.7 percent in November and December 1982 to 8.2 percent

in December 1983. By the end of 1987, the unemployment rate had

dropped to 5.9 percent (see fig. 2). The poverty rate increased

from 1982 to 1983, but then declined from 15.2 percent in 1983 to

13.5 percent in 1987 (see table 1).

Inflation dropped significantly from 1982 to 1983 and continued

to decline through 1986 (see table 1). The cost of the Thrifty

Food Plan (TFP) for a family of four increased 4.6 percent from

fiscal year 1986 to 1987 compared to an il-percent increase from

September 1979 to September 1980 and an average increase of 2.6

percent for 1982 through 1987.



Table 1--Major economic indicators, calendar years 1982-1987

{average annual rates in percent}

Economic indicator 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Real GNP __ncrease a -_._5% 3.6% 6.8% 3.0% _.9% _.°9%

Productivity increase b -0.6 3.3 2.1 1.2 1.6 0.8

Unemployment rate c 9.7 9.6 7.5 7.2 7.0 6.2

Inflation rate d 6.4 3.9 3.7 3.2 2.6 3.0

Interest rates e 13.8 12.0 12.7 11.4 9.0 9.4

Number of persons below 100 percent_m

of poverty level (in thousands) 34,398 35,303 33,700 33,064 32,370 32,546
Percentage of total population 15.0% 15.2% 14.4% 14.0% 13.6% 13.5%

a
Percent change from preceding period, table B-2.

b
Percent change in output per hour, nonfarm business sector, table B-47.

CAll civilian workers, table B-39.

dchange in implicit price deflator for gross national product, table B-3.

ecorporate Aaa bond yield, table B-71.

Source for first five lines of data: "Economic Report of the President," Washington, D.C.,
February 1988.

Source for last two lines of data: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,

Series P-60, No. 161, Money Income and Poverty Status in the United States: 1987 (Advance Data

from the March 1988 Current Population Survey), Washington, D.C., 1988.
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Unemployment Rate for Civilians
Calendar Years 1982 - 1987 by Quarter

Data Seasonally Adjusted and Averaged over Qtrs
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CHAPTER 2' CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS

Slightly over 18.7 million people in almost 6.9 million

households received food stamp benefits in the summer of 1987. 1

This chapter addresses basic questions about the characteristics

of these households by looking at their income, deductions,

benefits, assets, and household composition in some detail. The

results presented here portray a cross section of the program's
caseload. Most of the information deals with characteristics of

the entire food stamp household. In some cases, however,

characteristics of individual participants are also presented.

Additional information about each topic can be found in the

detailed tabulations of chapter 4.

Gross Monthly Income

The average gross income of all participating households in the

50 States and the District of Columbia was $426 per month. 2 Six

percent reported no gross income in the summer of 1987; about 54

percent reported a monthly income of less than $400 (see fig. 3).

Only 21 percent had monthly gross income of $600 or more.

The distribution of gross income was heavily influenced by the
large number of small households in the program. Over 48 percent

of all the households with income below $400 were single-person

households. About 81 percent of all single-person households had

an income below $400, compared to just 17 percent of those with
at least six members. There were several reasons for this

pattern. The food stamp income eligibility limits vary with

household size, making small households ineligible at lower

incomes than large households. Transfer payments from other

welfare programs also tend to increase with household size.

1The information reported here and in chapter 4 is limited

to summer 1987 food stamp participants in the 50 States and the

District of Columbia. There were an additional 38,000

participants in Guam and the Virgin Islands. Puerto Rico, which

until July 1982 had participated in the FSP, served participants
through its Nutritional Assistance Program, and the Northern

Mariana Islands also participated in a block grant program.

2It should be noted that the statistics reported in this and

subsequent sections are based on information recorded in food

stamp casefiles by State eligibility workers. These figures have

not been corrected for possible underreporting or nonreporting of
income.
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FIGURE 3

Distribution of Food Stamp Households
by Monthly Gross and Net Incomes

Summer 1987
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One way to account for the influence of household size on gross

income is to examine the status of food stamp households with

respect to the official definition of poverty. 3 As shown in

table 2, about 94 percent of all food stamp households had total

income that was less than or equal to the poverty line. This

includes about 39 percent who had total income at or below half

the poverty guidelines.

Net Monthly Income

A household's net income was determined by subtracting the

deductions described in chapter 1 from its gross monthly income.
The level of net income then determined the household's

eligibility and monthly benefit. Average net income was $239 per

month in the summer of 1987. About 18 percent of all households

had no net income after subtracting the allowable deductions from

their gross income. These households received the maximum coupon

allotment. Seven out of 10 participating households had net

income less than $300 per month and over 92 percent had net
income under $600 a month.

Sources of Income

As table 3 shows, a large number of food stamp households also

received cash benefits from at least one of the major income

transfer programs (AFDC, Social Security, and SSI). At the same

time, there was a substantial number of households that

supplemented limited earnings with food stamp benefits. About 81

percent of all households had income from at least one of these
sources.

3As noted above, the definition of poverty is adjusted for

household size. The poverty guidelines used by the FSP in the

summer of 1987 are shown in appendix A. A word of caution is in

order when comparisons are made to the poverty population defined

by the Bureau of the Census. Census counts households as poor if

their annual cash income falls below the poverty guidelines. In
contrast, households were eligible for food stamps if their

monthly cash income fell below the program's income limits.
Since household income may vary from month to month, a household

may be eligible for food stamps in one month, but ineligible the

next. Therefore, some households eligible for food stamps for

one or more months may have annual incomes above the poverty

line. On the other hand, households with assets worth more than

the food stamp asset limit could be ineligible for food stamps in

any month, although their monthly and annual incomes are well

below the poverty guideline.

13



Table 2--Poverty status of food stamp households, summer 1987

Gross income as a Percent of Cumulative

percentage of poverty all households percent

50% or less 39.0 39.0

51 to 100 54.8 93.8

101to 130 5.8 99.6

131 or more 0.4 100.0

Number of households

(in thousands) 6,881 6,881

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 3--Major sources of income among food stamp households,
summer 1987

(numbers in thousands)

Food stamp householdsa

Major sources of income Number Percent

Aid to Families with Dependent Children 2,806 40.8

b 1,389 20.2
Earnings

Social Security and Railroad Retirement 1,409 20.5

Supplemental Security Income 1,431 20.8

Total participating households 6,881

asince not all sources of income are listed and households may
have income from more than one source, numbers do not add to the

total number of participating households and percentages do not
add to 100 percent.

bIncludes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and
earned income tax credit.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

15



Aid to Families with Dependent Children

About 41 percent of all food stamp households received AFDC

benefits. On average, these households supplemented $105 from

other sources with a $370 AFDC payment, for a total gross income

of $475 per month. Two-thirds of these households, however, had

no income other than the AFDC grant.

Earned Income

About 20 percent of all food stamp households reported earned
income from some source. Households with earned income were

generally larger and had substantially higher income than

nonearners. The average household size for those with earnings

was 3.7 people. For these households, average earnings amounted

to $502 out of an average gross income of $642 per month. Fifty-

two percent of households with earned income reported no income

other than earnings.

Social Security and Railroad Retirement

Nearly 21 percent of all food stamp households received income

from Retirement, Survivors' and Disability Insurance (also called

Social Security) benefits averaging about $335 per month. About

28 percent of these households had no other source of income;

about 50 percent also received Federal SSI payments.

Supplemental Security Income

About 21 percent of all food stamp households received SSI

payments. The average Federal SSI benefit was $241 per month.

This was the only source of income for about 28 percent of these
households. One-half received SSI in combination with Social

Security benefits.

Deductions From Gross Income

The Food Stamp Act provides for deductions from gross income when

determining household eligibility and benefits. In the summer o[

1987, these included a standard deduction for all households,

earned income and dependent care deductions for employed

households, a medical deduction for the elderly and disabled, and

an excess shelter expense deduction. Each of the dependent care
and excess shelter deductions had limits on the size of the

deduction available to households. Households could claim up to

a maximum of $160 for the dependent care deduction. The exco_;

shelter deduction limit was $149, with elderly and disabled

households exempted from this limit.
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Almost 80 percent of all food stamp households claimed at least

one deduction other than the standard. The average deduction to

which households were entitled, including the value of the

standard, was $205 per month. The average entitlement for all

deductions other than the standard was $105 per month.

A distinction should be made between a household's deduction

entitlement and the amount actually used to compute food stamp
benefits. The entitlement is the deduction that a household

would receive on the basis of its earned income, dependent care

costs, shelter costs, and medical expenses if the total of these

allowable deductions was less than its gross income. Households

with total deductions greater than their gross income "used" only

a portion of their deduction entitlement since any negative net

income was treated as zero in computing benefits. The value of

the deductions actually used in computing household benefits in

the summer of 1987, that is, the difference between average gross

and average net income, was $187, or 91 percent of the average

total deduction entitlement of food stamp households.

The frequency with which the different deductions were claimed

varied considerably. The excess shelter deduction was claimed by

about 71 percent of all participating households. The average

value of the shelter deduction among those who claimed it was

$114 per month. Twenty-five percent of all food stamp households

(and 35 percent of those claiming the excess shelter deduction)

were affected by the ceiling placed on the value of the excess

shelter deduction. Households with elderly or disabled members

are not subject to the cap. As a result, 6 percent of all food

stamp households (19 percent of the elderly households) claimed a

deduction above the cap. The average shelter deduction among

these exempted households was $232 per month.

Twenty percent of all food stamp households claimed the earned

income deduction, averaging $101 per month. In contrast, both

the dependent care and medical deductions were used relatively

infrequently. For those who were able to claim one or the other,
however, they provided a substantial deduction from gross income.

The dependent care deduction was claimed by about 2.4 percent of

all participating households with an average claim of $100 among

those claiming the deduction. The medical deduction was claimed

by about 2.7 percent of all participating households. The
average claim among those with this deduction was $77.

Food Stamp Benefits

The average summer monthly food stamp benefit reported in this
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survey was $120 per household (or about $44.03 per person). 4

Nine percent of the households received the minimum $10 benefit

guaranteed to one- and two-person households.

Targeting Benefits to the Most Needy

The FSP is designed to target benefits to those households most

in need. Poorer households relative to the poverty guideline

receive larger benefits than households with more income.

Table 4 demonstrates the extent of benefit targeting in the

program in the summer of 1987. Only 39 percent of all households

had income at 50 percent or less of the poverty guideline, yet

these households received almost 60 percent of all food stamp

benefits issued. In contrast, many more households (55 percent)

had income between 51 and 100 percent of the poverty guideline
but received only 40 percent of the benefits.

Effect on Poverty Status

The previous discussion of gross income levels showed that food

stamp participants generally fell well below the poverty line.

The official definition of poverty is based on the cash income of

household members before taxes and after cash transfer payments,
but it does not include the value of in-kind benefits such as

food stamps. If the FSP is viewed in the general context of

income maintenance programs, however, it can be argued that food

stamp benefits, which increase a household's total resources,
should be included in any measurement of a household's poverty

status. In this way, the effect of food stamp benefits in

reducing the number of households in poverty can also be

measured. Table 5 compares the poverty status of participating

households before the transfer of food stamp benefits, based on

cash income only, and after the transfer, counting the value of

food stamps received along with cash income. 5

By counting food stamp benefits along with cash income, the

percentage of food stamp households below the poverty line fell
from 94 percent to 90 percent. In other words, 4 percent of the

participating households were moved above the poverty line as a

4In comparison to the sample survey dota reported here, Food

Stamp Program administrative data for 1987 show an average summer

monthly benefit of $120.53 per household and $45.18 per person.

SThis comparison assumes that program participants value

their food stamp benefits at face value. For a general

discussion of this and related issues, see U.S. Bureau of the

Census, Technical Paper No. 50, "Alternative Methods for Valuing
Selected In-Kind Transfer Benefits and Measuring Their Effect on

Poverty," Washington, D.C., 1982.
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Table 4--Distribution of households and benefits by poverty line,
summer 1987

Gross income as a Percent of all Percent of all

p_rcentage of poverty households benefits

50% or less 39.0 58.2

51 - 100 54.8 39.7

101- 130 5.8 1.9

131or more 0.4 0.1

Total 100.0 100.0

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 5--Effect of food stamp benefits on poverty status of food stamp households,
summer 1987

Distribution of households in

relation to poverty line

Income as a percent Based on Based on cash Change in

of poverty cash only and food stamps percentage points

50%or less 39% 15% -24

51 to 100 55 75 +20

101or more 6 10 + 4

Number of households

(in thousands) 6,881 6,881

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



result of their food stamp benefit. Program benefits had an even

greater effect on the poorest households; 24 percent of the

participating households were moved to at least half of the

poverty line as a result of their food stamp benefit. The

proportion of food stamp households above the poverty line
increased (from 6 to 10 percent) when food stamp benefits were

counted, while the proportion remaining below half of the poverty

line was reduced by almost two-thirds (from 39 to 15 percent).

Assets

The summer 1987 survey collected limited information on the

assets of participating households. Seventy-five percent of all

food stamp households had no assets counted toward the resource
limit. Another 19 percent had countable assets of $500 or less.

The remaining 6 percent of households had assets of between $501

and $3,000.

Households with elderly members had somewhat higher asset levels,

but only 6 percent of these households had $1,000 or more in
countable resources in spite of a higher resource limit ($3,000

for each household). Across all households, countable assets

averaged $79 in the summer of 1987, while households with elderly
members had an average of $182.

Caseload Composition

The average size of a food stamp household was about 2.7 persons

in the summer of 1987, but there was considerable variation among

different household types. The average for households with

school-age children, for example, was 3.9 persons. Households
with children of any age contained an average of 3.7 persons.
Households with earned income also had an average of 3.7 persons.

Households with one or more elderly members contained an average

of only 1.5 persons. Over one-half (52 percent) of all food

stamp households contained only one or two people.

The heads of food stamp households were predominantly female (73

percent). Forty-seven percent were white, 36 percent black, and

about 12 percent were of Hispanic origin.

The age distribution of all people receiving food stamps reflects

the large percentage (61 percent) of food stamp households with

children and the larger average size of these households. About

51 percent of all food stamp participants were children 17 years

old or younger. Another 8 percent were 60 years or older. Thus,

about 60 percent of all food stamp participants were either young
or old.
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Households With Children

Almost 83 percent of all food stamp benefits in the summer of

1986 were issued to households with children, over 61 percent of

all participating households. These households were

predominantly headed by women (82 percent). About 73 percent of

the households headed by women with children received AFDC.

Households with children were typically larger, and had higher

income yet lower per-person income, than households without

children. The average size of a household with children was 3.7

persons, compared to an average of 1.2 persons in households

without children. The average gross income among households with

children was $498 per month ($]35 per person), compared to $313

per month ($261 per person) in those without children.

Households with children received an average food stamp benefit

of $162 per month ($44 per person) while those without children

received $54 per month ($45 per person).

Households With Elderly

Households with elderly members accounted for 20.5 percent of the

total food stamp caseload in the summer of ]987, but since those

households were smaller on average and had relatively higher

income, they received 8.2 percent of all benefits issued that

period. Eighty-nine percent of all elderly Participants either

lived by themselves or with one other person.

After adjusting for the differences in household size, households

with elderly members had relatively higher income than those

without elderly members. Average gross income per person among

households with elderly members was $280 versus $142 per month

for households without elderly members.

Similarly, the average net income of $159 per person in elderly

households was almost double the $80 per person found in

nonelderly households. Thus, average benefits per person were

30 percent less among the elderly--S32 versus $46 per month.

About 30 percent of the households with elderly members received
the minimum $10 benefit.

Households With Earned Income

About 20 percent of all food stamp households reported earned

income in the summer of 1987. They received a proportionate

share (24 percent) of the benefits issued that period.

About 9 percent of all household heads were employed in full-time

jobs (that is, working at least 30 hours per week). Another

4 percent were working part time, and less than 1 percent were

self-employed.
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As noted in the earlier discussion of income sources, households

with earned income were generally larger than average and

somewhat more likely to include children. Consequently, their

gross incomes were substantially larger than those of households

without earnings ($642 versus $371). They received an average

per-capita benefit of about $38, compared to $46 among households
without earned income.

Work Reqistration

Able-bodied food stamp participants age 18 to 59 were required to

register for work and accept employment if offered. Table 6

shows that 52 percent of all adult participants under the age of

60 were either employed full time or met the work registration

requirements of the FSP, AFDC (WIN participants), or unemployment
insurance (UI).

Of all food stamp participants, approximately 63 percent were

exempted from work requirements on the basis of their age or

disability. This reflects the large number of children and

elderly participants in the FSP. Twenty-eight percent of all the

adults in the program and 12 percent of all participants were

exempted from work registration because they were responsible for

the care of young children or incapacitated adults, the second
most frequent kind of exemption. Nearly 8 percent of all food

stamp participants were registered for work.
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Table 6--Work registration status of food stamp participants,
summer 19 87

Percentage of none!deriy Percentage of alla
_;','nrkrenistra_ion_ s_a_, :_._ adult participants partici_ants

(18-59 years)

Hooting work requirement:

Registeredfor work 18.9 7.8

Exempted from food stamp registration:

Employedfulltime 9.7 3.9
WIN participants 21.9 9.3

UI recipients 1.3 0.5

Exempted from work requirement:

Caretakers of children and

incapacitatedadults 28.0 11.5

Residents of drug addiction/
alcohol treatmentcenters 0.6 0.3

Students 1.8 2.2

Less than 18, over 60, or 14.1 62.5
disabled b

Number of participants
(inthousands) 7,543 18,748

a

Percent for those participants with known work registration status. Totals do not add
to 100% due to exclusion of participants with unknown work registration status.

°For adults, the figure includes disabled participants only.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Qu,lity Control sample.



CHAPTER 3: CHANGES IN FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

This chapter describes some of the changes in the composition and

circumstances of the food stamp caseload from 1986 to 1987 by
looking at survey results from summer 1986 and summer 1987.

Several factors should be considered when interpreting the

results presented here. Since this analysis is based on a

cross-sectional sample, it cannot determine whether differences

in caseload characteristics are due to changes in the

circumstances of continuing participants, to changes in the

circumstances of new participants, or some combination of both.

Nor can a cross-sectional analysis disaggregate the separate

impacts of food stamp legislation, changes in other related

social programs, or changes in the economy. A longitudinal

sample, which tracks characteristics of the same households over

time, is a better measure of these effects as well as changes in
the behavior of individual participants.

Changes in Income

Average monthly gross income increased from $417 per household in
summer 1986 to $426 in summer 1987 (see table 7). After

adjusting for inflation, real gross income decreased by 2

percent. Real net income for food stamp households decreased by
a little more than 1 percent.

The distribution of households, with respect to the official

poverty guidelines (as shown in table 8), remains constant.

Since the poverty line varies by household size and is adjusted

each year to reflect changes in the cost of living, this standard
also provides a measure of real changes in income. The

percentage of households with gross income less than or equal to

half the poverty line, for instance, changed less than 1 percent
in real terms. For those households with income above this

level, the change was about the same.

Changes in Deductions

Nominal average total deductions increased from $203 to $205

between summer 1986 and summer 1987. The percentage of the
potential or entitlement deduction that was claimed in the summer
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Table 7--Average nominal and real monthly income of food stamp
p_rticipants, summer 1986 and summer 1987

Summer 1987 Percentage change
Summer 1986 Nominal Real _ Nominal Real _

Averaqe qross income

Per household $417 $426 $409 +2.2% -1.9%

Pet person 154 158 152 +2.6 -1.3

AvoFaqe net income

I'c_' household 232 239 230 +3.0 -1.0

Per person 86 89 85 +3.5 -1.2

_Adjusted by change in CPI for all items between summer ]986
and summer 1987.

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample_:.
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Table 8--Comparison of poverty status of participating
households, summer 1986 and summer 1987

(percent of all households)

Gross income as a

percentage of poverty Summer 1986 Summer 1987

50% or less 39.3% 39.0%

51 - 100% 54.1 54.8

101 - 150% 6.5 5.8

151%or more 0.1 0.4

Number of households 7,101 6,881

(in thousands)

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control

samples.
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of 19E7 was 90 percent, identical to the proportion in summer
1

1986.

AS table 9 shows, the percentage of food stamp households that

claimed each deduction changed only slightly. The most

frequently used deduction--with the exception of the standard

available to every household--was the excess shelter deduction,

claimed by 71 percent of the participating households. The

earned income deduction was claimed by 20 percent of all food

stamp households. Both the dependent care and the medical

deductions resulted in substantial deductions when they were

claimed--an average of $100 and $77 per month, respectively, in
summer 1987. However, because so few households claimed these

particular deductions, they did not have much impact on the
overall level of deductions.

Changes in Benefits

Average per-capita benefits are a function of net income and the

maximum food stamp allotment. Since net income is calculated by

subtracting allowable deductions from gross income, changes in

average gross income or deductions will have an effect on average

benefits. The $120 average monthly benefit did not change from
summer 1986 to summer 1987. In addition, the distribution of

food stamp benefit amounts stayed substantially the same during

this period, even after accounting for the effect of food price

inflation (see table 10). Mean benefits decreased by 3.3 percent

in real terms, however, from 1986 to 1987.

Table 11 presents the sources of change in average food stamp

benefits. Average gross and net incomes, deductions, and

benefits adjusted by the change in the CPI for all items between
summer 1986 and summer 1987 are provided. The table shows modest

decreases in the average real gross income of food stamp
households (down 1.7 percent), the average real total deductions

claimed (down 3.0 percent), and average real net income (down 0.9
percent) in constant summer 1986 dollars.

lit is important to recall the distinction between the
deduction to which a household was entitled and the deduction

actually used (or claimed) to compute food stamp benefits. The

actual average amount households could actually claim, given

their gross income, rose slightly from $185 in summer 1986 to
$187 in summer 1987, but in real terms this was a decrease of

about 3 percent. The average deduction to which households were

entitled rose from $203 to $205, but again this represented a
3-percent real decrease in 1986 dollars.
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Table 9--Frequency and value of deductions from gross income,
summer 1986 and summer 1987

Percent of households Average value
with deduction of deductionb

Summer Summer Summer Summer Percent

Typeof deduction 1986 1987 ]986 1987 change

Standard 100 100 $98 $99 +1.0%

Earnedincome 21 20 97 101 +4.1

Dependentcare 2 2 9] 100 +9.9

Excessshelter 72 71 112 114 +1.8

Medical 3 3 75 77 +2.7

Total deduction a

Excludingstandard 80 79 105 106 +1.0
Includingstandard lO0 100 203 205 +i.O

Number of households

(in thousands) 7,]01 6,88]

_Average total deduction to which households were entitled. The
average deduction actually claimed was $]85 in summer 1986, $187 in
summer 1987.

bFor households claiming the deduction.

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control samples.
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Table lO--Distribution of participating households by amount of
monthly food stamp benefit, summer 1986 and summer 1987

Averagemonthly Summer1986 Summer 1987
Food stamp benefit Nominal Nominal Real_

$50orless 22% 23% 23%

51to100 28 27 28

lO1to 150 20 20 21

151 to 200 12 13 12

201 or more 18 17 16

Number of households

(in thousands) 7,101 6,881

Mean benefit $120 $120 $116

_Benefit adjusted by change in CPI for food at home between
summer 1986 and summer 1987

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control
samples.
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Table Il--Sources of change in average food stamp benefits
summer 1986 and summer 1987

Summer Summer 1987 Percentchanqe
1986 Nominal Reala Nominal Real_

qveragegrossincome $417 $426 $410 +2.2 -1.7

_verage total
deduction $203 $205 $197 +0.9 -3.0

Averagenet income $232 $239 $230 +3.0 -0.9

Average household
benefit $120 $120 $116 0 -3.4

'qaximum coupon
allotment (for
familyof four) $268 $271 $261 +1.1 -2.7

Consumer Price Index

All items $328.30 $341.75 +4.1
Foodat home $307.20 $319.05 +3.9

_Adjusted by changes in the CPI for food at home between summer 1986
and summer 1987.

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control samples,
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Changes in Household Composition

The basic character of the food stamp population remained

relatively stable. As table 12 illustrates, the proportion of

each of the major household types relative to the total remained

fairly constant from summer 1986 to summer 1987.

Households With Children

Just as overall program participation remained substantially the

same between summer 1986 and summer 1987, the percent of food

stamp households with children stayed constant at 61 percent.

Households With Elderly

In summer 1987 there were approximately 1.4 million elderly

households in the FSP. The proportion and number of elderly

households remained fairly constant.

Households With Earnings

The number of food stamp households with earned income fell by
7 percent from summer 1986 to summer 1987. Likewise the

proportion of households with earned income decreased, but
by less than 1 percent.
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Table ]2--Changes in food stamp caseload composition,
summer 1986 and summer 1987a

(numbers in thousands)

Percentage
Major household type Distribution of households change in

Summer 1986 Summer 1987 number of
Number Percent Number Percent households

Householdswith children 4,344 61.2 4,208 61.2 - 3.1

Householdswith elderly ],438 20.2 1,408 20.5 - 2.1

Householdswith earners 1,494 2].0 1,389 20.2 - 7.0

Allhouseholds 7,]01 6,881 - 3.1

_Columns do not add to total because some food stamp households belong
to more than one or to none of the categories included in the table.

Source: Summer 1986 and summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control samples.
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CHAPTER 4= DETAILED TABLES FOR THE 50 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

In the pages that follow, detailed tabulations of the

<_haracteristics of food stamp households and participants are

presented. These tables are roughly ordered to provide
information on the following topics:

o Average amounts and sources of income, both gross and net.

o Frequency and average amount of deductions from gross income.

o Average amount of monthly food stamp benefits and countable
resources.

© Certification status of participating households.

o Aqe, race, and sex of food stamp participants.

D Employment and work reqistration status of food stamp

participants and household heads.

o Summary statistics for households with earned income, with

elderly members, with disabled members, with children, and

with school-age children.

o Summary comparisons of yearly survey results from 1980
through 1987.

Fhe reference population for each table, unless otherwise noted,

is the food stamp caseload in the 50 States and the District of
Columbia in the summer of 1987. 1

1Summer 1987 refers to the average of data for July and

August 1987. Household samples were taken from both July and
August to maintain and adequate sample size given reduced annual
State sample sizes.
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Table 1--Aggregate summer 1987 participation totals

Number of Number of Value of

Area households people benefits

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

United States 6,984 18,640 $838,614

Continental U.S. 6,941 18,526 $829,578
Alaska and Hawaii 43 114 $9,036

Outlyingareasa 10 39 $2,745

Total 6,994 18,679 $841,359

aIncludes participants in Guam and the Virgin Islands.

Source: Food Stamp Program Statistical Summary of Operations,
Summer 1987.
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Table 2--Averagevaluesof selectednational
caseload characteristics

All
households

Gross monthly income $426

Netmonthlyincome $239

Totaldeductiona $205

Countableresources $79

Monthlybenefit $120

Householdsize 2.7

Certificationperiod 9.4

_Includesearned Income,dependentcare, excessshelter,medical,and standard
deductions. The value of the standard deduction and the limit on the excess shelter

deduction vary depending on region (see appendix C). Deductions shown are those to which
households are entitled. Some of the deductions may not have been used before a household
reaches zero net income status.

Source: Summer1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table3--Nunt_erandpercentageof households
withselectedcharacteristics

Numberof Percentof
households all households
(thousands)

Zerogrossincome 410 6.0

Zeronet income 1,221 17.7

Minimumbenefit' 614 8.g

Elderlyb 1,400 20.5

Childrenc 4,208 61.2

School-agechildrend 3,288 47.8

Disablede 577 8.4

aMinimumbenefitis$10 forone-or two-personhouseholds.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or mere.

CHouseholdswithat leastonememberage17or less.

_Householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.

'HouseholdswithSSI incomeand nomemberage60 or more.

Source:Summerlg87FoodStampQualityControlsample.
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Table 4--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
gross and net monthly income

Grossincome Net income
Numberof Percent Numberof Percent

Amountof households of all households of all
monthly income (thousands) households (thousands) households

None 410 6.0 1,221 17.1
$ 1- 99 155 2.3 1,027 14.9
I00-199 548 8.0 1,229 17.9
200-299 843 12.3 1,317 19.1
300-399 1,785 25.9 705 10.2
400-499 1,032 15.0 505 7.3
500-599 682 9.9 356 5.2
600-699 538 7.8 197 2.9
700-799 309 4.5 113 1.6
800-899 202 2.g 100 1.4
900-999 I41 2.1 42 0.6
1000+ 235 3.4 68 1.0

Total_ 6,881 100.0 6,881 100.0

Averageincome $426 $239

aDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 5--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby

grossmonthly incomeand householdsize

Nun_ber PePcent

Gross monthly Householdsize of of all
income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ householdsa households

(thousands)

None 229 76 47 30 12 11 2 2 410 6.0

$ 1- 99 79 28 23 17 4 2 -- 3 155 2.3
100-199 296 90 100 38 14 5 3 1 548 8.0

200-299 277 278 160 60 45 14 7 1 843 12.3

300-399 938 297 292 183 42 15 7 g 1,785 25.9

400-499 329 213 235 131 70 42 7 6 1,032 15.0
500-599 57 268 128 123 43 42 9 10 682 9.9

600-699 18 84 213 109 66 18 25 6 538 7.8

700-799 I 34 79 119 50 17 3 6 309 4.5

800-899 i 3 29 53 77 18 11 10 202 2.g

g00-999 -- I 12 42 29 32 10 14 141 2.1
1000 + 2 ! 3 35 56 51 40 47 235 3.4

Nuni_erof

householdsm 2,22? 1,324 1,321 940 510 269 126 114 6,881 100.0

Percent of all

households 32.4 20.0 19.2 13.7 7.4 3.9 1.8 1.7 100.0

Averagegross
income $290 $371 $433 $524 $633 $682 $797 $914 $426

aDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

-- No householdsin this category.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 6--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
net monthly income and household size

Nut,her Percent

Net monthly Householdsize of of all
income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ households'households

(thousands)

None 649 245 164 94 36 23 5 6 1,221 17.7
$ 1-99 414 278 206 77 29 9 8 5 1,027 14.9

100-199 446 270 270 147 61 28 6 2 1,229 17.9
200-299 554 238 231 177 66 34 8 8 1,317 19.1
300-399 138 173 184 115 45 28 11 12 705 10.2

400-499 12 126 121 118 87 25 13 4 505 7.3
500,-599 11 38 110 98 48 27 15 8 356 5.2

600-699 0 5 34 69 56 21 6 7 197 2.g

?00-?99 1 0 1 30 41 20 10 11 113 1.6

800-899 1 1 -- 15 24 33 13 12 100 1.4

go0-gg9 ...... 1 10 14 12 5 42 0.6
1000+ 1 ...... 7 8 19 33 68 1.0

Numberof

households" 2,227 1,374 1,321 940 510 269 126 114 6,881 100.0

Percent of all

househo)ds 32.4 20.0 19.2 i3.7 7.4 3.9 1.8 1.7 100.0

Average net
income $130 $184 $235 $316 $415 $474 $609 $706 $239

q)ue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

-- No households in this category.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table7--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby incomesource

Amount of

monthly Earnedincomea SocialSecurity AFDCorGeneral SSI Otherincome
incomefrom Assistance

specified Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

source ...... (thousands) ._thousands) (thousands) {thousands) (thousands)

None 5,492 7g.8 5,471 7g.5 3,287 47.8 5,450 7g.2 5,592 81.3
$ 1- gg 152 2.2 30 0.4 217 3.2 32g 4.8 680 g.g

100-199 153 2.2 16g 2.5 677 g.8 311 4.5 235 3.4
200-299 142 2.1 436 6.3 847 12.3 112 1.6 136 2.0

300-3gg 14g 2.2 417 6.1 765 11.1 541 7.9 g2 1.3

400-4gg 141 2,0 202 2.9 493 7.2 80 1.2 50 0.7
500-sgg 151 2.2 84 1.2 242 3.5 32 0.5 46 0.7

600-699 145 2.1 36 0.5 198 2.9 19 0.3 25 0.4

700-799 g7 1.4 13 0.2 76 1.1 4 0.1 13 0.2

800-899 6g 1.0 8 0.1 37 0.5 I 0.0 3 0.1
goo-ggg 66 1.0 5 0.] 21 0.3 2 0.0 4 0.1

1000 + 124 1.8 g 0.1 20 0.3 0 0.0 4 0.1

Number of

householdsb 6,881 100.0 6,881 100.0 6,881 100.0 6,881 100.0 6,881 100.0
Households

with income 1,389 20.2 1,40g 20.5 3,594 52.2 1,431 20.8 1,288 18.7
Average amount

of incomec $502 $355 $335 $241 $163
Average gross

incomec $642 $462 $432 $453 $484

_Earnedincomeincludeswages, salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned incometax credit,

bDue tO rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

¥or households with income from specified source.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 8--Nunl)erof households,averageincome,and average

benefit by selected income sources

Numperof Percentof Averaqe incomeamounta Average
Incomesource households all households Gross Fromsource benefita

(thousands)

Earned income:

Wagesandsalaries 1,270 18.5 $663 $527 $139

Self-employment 88 1.3 $408 $198 $167
Earned incometax credit I 0.1 $655 $253 $90
Otherearnedincome 43 0.6 $508 $184 $116

Unearned income:
Aid to Families with

DependentChildren(AFDC) 2,806 40.8 i475 $370 $156

HouseholdGeneralAssistance 844 12.3 ;301 $200 $98

SupplementalSecurity Income(SSI) 1,431 20.8 ;453 $241 $56
SocialSecurity 1,409 20.5 _462 $335 $57

Itousehold unemployment income 120 1.l ;539 $331 $143
Veteran'sbenefits 161 2.3 ;484 $198 $58
Worker'scompensation 29 0.4 _623 $421 $108
Othergovernmentbenefits 108 1.6 ;398 $116 $132
Householdcontributions 228 3.3 ;431 $152 $139

Householddeemed income 2 0.0 ;702 $300 $218

Household loans 41 0.6 ;478 $115 $114

Otherunearnedincome 317 4.6 ;474 $107 $118

Incomefrom unknown sourceb 372 5.4 $529 $107 $135

Noincome 410 6.0 $0 $0 $144

Totalc 6,_1 100.0 $426 $120

°Average over households with income from specified source.

bNot reported as income from specific source, but included as part of gross income. Reported here to
maintain consistency.

CSumof individual income sources do not add to totals because households can receive income
from mere than one source.

Source: Sunrner 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table9--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby grossmonthly income
as a percentage of the poverty line for all households,

households with elderly or disabled, and
households with children

Gross incomeas a Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

percentageof the All households elderlyb elderlyor disabledc childrend

povertylinea Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

25_orless 896 13.0 34 2.4 36 1.8 497 11.8

26 - 50_ 1,786 26.0 82 5.8 126 6.4 1,384 32.9

51 - 75_ 1,857 27.0 348 24.7 574 28.9 1,210 28.8

76 - 100_ 1,911 27.8 785 55.7 1,058 53.3 892 21.2
101-125% 385 5.6 139 g.9 166 8.3 208 4.9

126 - 130, 16 0.2 4 0.3 5 0.2 11 0.3

131-150% 21 0.3 12 0.8 16 0.8 5 0.1
151ormore 9 0.1 5 0.3 5 0.3 I 0.0

Totale 6,881 100.0 1,408 100.0 1,985 100.0 4,208 100.0Co

"Definedas the 1987 povertythresholdspublishedby the Departmentof Healthand HumanServices{see AppendixAl.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more,

CHouseholdswhere at leastone memberis age 60 or more, or at leastone memberreceivesSSI and no member is age 60 or mere.

dHouseholdswith at leastone memberage 17 or less.

eDue tO rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.



Table 10--Distribution of participating households by net monthly income

as a percentage of the poverty line for all households,

households with elderly or disabled, and
households with children

Net incomeas a All Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

percentageof the households elderlyb elder!_or disabledc childrend
poverty linea Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

25% or less 3,182 46.2 338 24.0 447 22.5 1,896 45.1

26 - 50% 1,953 28.4 483 34.3 686 34.6 1,307 31.1

51- 75% 1,467 21.3 488 34.6 717 36.1 841 20.0
76-100_ 263 3.8 93 6.6 124 6.2 163 3.9
101-125_ 12 0.2 7 0.5 11 0.5 0 0.0

126-130% ................

131-150_ 1 0.0 .... 0 0.0 1 0.0

151ormore 3 0.0 .... i 0.0 ....

Total' 6,881 100.0 1,408 100.0 1,g85 100.0 4,208 100.0

aDefined as the lg87 poverty thresholds published by the Department of Health and Human Services (see appendix Al.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

:Householdswhere at leastone member isage 60 or more, or at leastone men_berreceivesSSI and no member is age 60 or mere.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

'Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

-- No households in this category.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 11--Numberof participatinghouseholdsclaimingdeductions
and value of deductionsclaimeda

Numberof Averaqeamountof deduction
Type of households Percentof Over claiming Over all

deduction claimingdeduction all households households households

(thousands)

Earned income 1,389 20.2 $101 $20

Dependentcareu 163 2.4 $100 $2

Shelterc 4,878 70.9 $114 $81

Medical_ 186 2.7 $77 $2

Total' 6,881 100.0 $205 $205

aDeductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay not have been
used beforea householdreaches zero net incomestatus.

bSubjectto a limitof $160 per month with some exceptions(see appendixCl.

CSubject to a limit except where at least one member is age 60 or more, or at least one member receives

SSI and no member isage 60 or more (see appendixC),

dAvailable only to households where at least one person is age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social

Security disability payments.

'Includesstandarddeductionfor all households(see appendixCl. Due to householdsclaimingmore than

one deduction or none at att, the sum of the individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Sumnerlg87 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 12--Distribution of participating households by
amount of total deduction

Amount of total Numberof Percentof
deductiona households all households

(thousands)

$51 - 100 1,453 21.1

101-150 857 12.5

151-200 974 14.2

201 - 250 2,2gg 33.4

251-300 491 7.1

300+ 807 11.7

Totalb 6,881 100.0

Average deduction for
claiminghouseholds $205

alncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions
(see appendix Cl. Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Someof the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 13--Averagetotal deductiona for all householdsby

gross monthly incomeand householdsize

Grossmonthly Householdsize Averagetotal
income I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ deduction

None $137 $197 $207 $194 $198 $217 $193 $219 $165

$ 1- gg $148 $197 $215 $224 $223 $233 -- $255 $180

100-199 $193 $186 $183 $190 $213 $248 $159 $171 $191

200-299 $221 $202 $203 $189 $171 $192 $219 $248 $206

300-399 $179 $209 $194 $187 $194 $215 $157 $205 $188

400-499 $206 $195 $212 $215 $212 $204 $216 $182 $206
500-599 $238 $201 $227 $207 $196 $1gg $145 $214 $209

600-699 $272 $253 $206 $229 $216 $191 $178 $206 $219
700-799 $255 $266 $252 $232 $226 $194 $225 $225 $237

800-899 $144 $335 $334 $273 $225 $214 $t65 $175 $248

900-999 -- $165 $349 $287 $282 $164 $173 $167 $243
1000 + $180 $402 $557 $336 $338 $310 $223 $251 $296

Average total
deduction $187 $206 $212 $220 $227 $220 $192 $219 $205

atncludesearned income,dependentcare, excessshelter,medical,and standarddeductions(see

appendixC). Deductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay
not have been used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

-- No householdsin this category.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 14--Number of participating households claiming earned income
deduction and value of deduction claimed a

ttouseholds Numberof households Percentof Averaqeamount of deduction
with: Total With deduction all households With deduction All households

{thousands) {thousands)

Elderlyb 1,408 79 5.6 $57 $3

Childrenc 4,208 1,156 27.5 $112 $31

Disabledd 577 46 8.0 $68 $5

Earnedincomee 1,389 1,389 100.0 $101 $100

PublicAssistancef 3,594 397 11.0 $74 $8

Totalg 6,881 1,389 20.1 $101 $20

"Includesearned income,dependentcare, excessshelter,medical,and standarddeductions(see appendixCl.

Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Some of the deductions may not have been used
before a household reaches zero net income status.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SSI income and no member is age 60 or more.

eEarnedincome includeswages, salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned income
tax credit.

¥ublic assistance includes Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) and General

Assistance (GA).

9The sum of individualcategoriesdoes not match the totalbecausea householdcan have more than one of
the characteristicsincludedin the table.

Source: Summer ]987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 15-~Distribution of participating househo)ds
by amountof earned incomededuction'

Amount of earned Number of Percent of
income deduction" households a)l households

None 5,494 7g.g

$1-50 385 5.6

51-100 355 5.2

I01-150 352 5.1

151-200 174 2.5

201-250 87 1.3

251-300 27 0.4

300+ 6 0.1

Tota]b 6,881 100.0

Average deduction for
claiminghouseho]ds $101

mOeductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Some of the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

54



Table 16--Nu,ioerof participatinghouseholdsclaimingdependentcarea
deduction and value of deduction claimedb

Households Numberof households Percentof Averaqeamountof deduction
with: Total Withdeduction allhouseholds Withdeduction All households

/thousands) {thousands)

Elderly': 1,408 4 0.3 $69 $0

Childrend 4,208 160 3.8 $101 $4

Disablede 577 2 0.4 $108 $0

Earnedincomef 1,389 144 10.3 $101 $10

Publicassistancee 3,594 72 2.0 $9/ $2

lotalh 6.881 163 2.4 $100 $2

%ubje_:t to a limit of $160 per month with some exceptions (see appendix C).

bDeductionsshownare those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay not have been
used before a household reaches zero net incomo status.

¢Householdswith at leastone me_ioerage 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one mealier age 17 or less.

°ttouseholdswith SSI income and no merrioerage 60 or more.

learnedincomeincludeswages, salaries,self-enloloyment,farm income,and earned incometax credit.

gPublic assistance includes Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) and General Assistance (GA).

hlhe sum of individual categories does not match the total because a household can have more than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

%ur'ce: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control san_ole.
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Table 17--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
amountof dependentcare deductiona

Amountof dependent Humberof PerCentof
caredeductionb househo)ds allhouseholds

(thousands)

None 6.718 g7.6

$1- 5O 35 O.5

5i - 100 41 0.6

101-150 50 0.7

151-160 36 0.5

Totalc 6,881 100.0

Average deduction for
claiminghouseholds $100

_Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Soma of the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

bSubjectto a limitof $160 per month.

:Dueto rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 18--Number of participating households claiming excess shelter8
deduction and value of deduction claimedb

Numberof households Percentof Averaqeamountof deduction
Householdswith: Total Withdeduction all householdsh With deduction All households

(thousands) (thousands)

Elderlyc 1,408 948 67.3 $116 $78

Childrend 4,208 2,gg3 71.1 $114 $81

Disabled_ 577 353 61.1 $128 $79

Earnedincomet 1,389 893 64.3 $111 $71

Publicassistanceg 3,594 2,693 74.9 $113 $85

Total h 6,881 4,878 70.9 $114 $81

_Subject to a limit except where at ]east one member is age 60 or more, or at ]east one member receives SSI
and no member is age 60 or more (see appendix C),

bDeductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Some of the deductions may not have been
used before a household reaches zero net income status.

qlouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

eHouseho]ds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

tEarnedincomeincludeswages, salaries,self-e_loyment,farm income,and earned inco,_tax credit.

gPub]icdSSistanceincludesAid to Familieswith DependentChildren (AFDC)and GeneralAssistance(GA).

hThe sum of individual categories does not match the total because a household can have more than one of
the characteristicsincluded in the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sa,1)le.
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Table 19--Distribution of participating households by
amountof excessshelterdeductiona

Amountof excess Numberof Percentof
shelterdeductionb households ail households

(thousands)

None 2,003 29.1

$1 - 50 896 13.0

51-100 969 14.1

101 - 150 2,615 38.0

151-200 165 2.4

201-250 101 1.5

251 - 300 63 0.9

300+ 68 1.0

Total: 6,881 100.0

Average deduction for
claiminghouseholds $1]4

aDeducttonsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the

deductionsmay not have been used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

bSubjectto a limitexceptwhere at leastone member is age 60 or more, or at
least one member receives SSI and no member is age 60 or n_re (see appendix Cl.

_Due to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summerlg87 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 20--Distribution of participating households
by the value of shelter deductiona

Valueof All Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

shelter households elderly_ childrend disablede earnedincomef publicassistanceg
deduction: Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) {thousands) {thousands) (thousands)

None 2,003 29,1 460 32.7 1,214 28.9 225 38.9 495 35.7 901 25.1

Less than cap 2,761 40.1 672 47.8 1,531 36.4 229 39.6 492 35.5 1,459 40.6

Equal to cap 1,719 25.0 3 0.2 1,388 33.0 0 0.0 375 27.0 1,155 32.1

Greaterthancap 397 5.8 273 19.4 74 1,8 t24 21.5 26 1.9 78 2.2

Totalh 6,881 100,0 1,408 100.0 4,208 100.0 577 100.0 1,389 100.0 3,594 100.0

"Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. So,_ of the deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income
status.

bSubjectto a limitexceptwhere at leastone member is age 60 or more, or at leastone memberreceivesSSI and no member is age 60 or more (see appendix
C).

:Households with at least one member age 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

'Households with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

_Earnedincomeincludeswages,salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned incometax credit.

gPublic assistance includes Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) and General Assistance (GA).

hDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total,

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.



Table 21--Numberof participatinghouseholdsclaimingmedical
deductionand valueof deductionclaimeda

Households Numberof households Percentof Averaqeamountof deduction
with: Total With deduction All households With deduction All households

(thousands) (thousands)

Elderlyb 1,408 173 12.3 $79 $10

Childrenc 4.208 14 0,3 $80 $0

Disabledd 577 13 2.2 $46 $1

Earned income* 1,389 9 0.6 $100 $1

Publicassistancef 3,594 10 0.3 $97 $0

Totalg 6,881 186 2.7 $77 $2

aAvailableonly to householdswhere at leastone member isage 60 or more, or at leastone member

receivesSSI and no member is age 60 or more. Deductionsshownare thoseto which householdsare entitled.
Some of the deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholdswith at leastone memberage 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

'Earnedincomeincludeswages, salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned incometax credit.

fPublic assistance includes Aid to Families with Dependent Children {AFDC) and General Assistance {GA}.

gThe sum of individual categories does not match the total because a household can have mere than one of
the characteristics included in the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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fable 22--Distribution of participating households by
amount of medical deduction a

Amountof medical Numberof Percentof
deductiona households allhouseholds

(thousands)

None 6,696 97.3

$1- 50 100 1.5

51-100 42 0.6

101-150 22 0.3

151-200 11 0.2

201-250 4 0.1

751-300 0 0.0

300+ 7 0.1

Totalb 6,881 100.0

Average deduction for
claiminghouseholds $77

aAvailableonly to householdswhere at leastone member is age 60 or more, or at
]east one member receives SSI and no member is age 60 or more. Deductions shown are
those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the deductionsmay not have been used
beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 23--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby amountof
monthly food stamp benefit

Amountof monthly Number

800-899 $144 $335 $334 $273 $225 $214 $t65 $175 $248useholds all households
{thousands)

$10orless 627 g.1

11- 25 395 5.7

26- 50 548 8.0

51- 75 732 10.6

76 - 100 1,141 16.6

101-150 1,374 20.0

151 - 200 870 12.6

201-300 g41 13.7

301ormore 254 3.7

Totalb 6,881 100.0

Averagebenefit $120

'The maximum monthly benefit varies by area (see appendix D).

bDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 24--Averagemonthlyfood stampbenefitby grossmonthly
income and household size

Gross monthly Householdsize Averagetotal
income I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ deduction

None $82 $150 $214 $271 $327 $387 $428 $592 $144

$ 1-99 $81 $149 $214 $273 $322 $387 -- $634 $152
t00-199 $77 $144 $206 $264 $321 $387 $425 $475 $137

200-299 $68 $134 $194 $252 $295 $364 $410 $489 $147

300-399 $29 $107 $167 $220 $271 $34g $374 $490 $97
400-499 $23 $71 $144 $203 $251 $310 $357 $439 $115

500-599 $17 $49 $117 $172 $215 $284 $305 $445 $116

600-699 $20 $38 $85 $146 $196 $254 $2g0 $413 $120

700-700 $10 $27 $65 $118 $166 $221 $272 $383 $115
800-899 $10 $19 $61 $100 $137 $206 $221 $308 $133

900-999 -- $11 $40 $76 $124 $150 $192 $270 $128
1000+ $10 $10 $76 $50 $72 $131 $131 $225 $122

Average benefit
perhousehold $46 $95 $144 $177 $198 $247 $246 $328 $120

-- No households in this category.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 25--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby total countableresources

for all householdsand householdswith elderlyor disabled

Value of All Householdswith Householdswith

countable households elderl_ elderlyor disabledc
resourcesa Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

None 5,218 75.8 881 62.5 1,289 64.9

$ 1 - 500 1,273 18.5 334 23.7 471 23.7
501 - 1,000 247 3.6 113 8.0 133 6.7

1,001 - 1,500 92 1.3 52 3.7 61 3.1

1,501- 1,700 19 0.3 9 0.6 9 0.4

1,751-2,000 15 0.2 8 0.6 9 0.4

2o001 - 3,000 16 0.2 11 0.8 14 0.7
Unknown 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0

Totald 6,881 100.0 1,408 100.0 1,985 100.0

Averagevalue $79 $182 $152

aDefinedas cash on hand, assetswhich can be easilyconvertedto cash, such as money in

checkingor savingsaccounts,savingscertificates,stocksor bonds,and lump sum payments. They
also includesome nonliquidassets,althoughthe familyhome, one or more familyvehicles if under

$4,500 in value,and businesstools or propertyare not counted.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholdswhere at leastone member isage 60 or more, or at leastone member receivesSSI

and no member is age 60 or more.

dDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 26--Distributionof participatinghouseholds
by type of most recentaction

Most recent Numberof Percentof
action households all households

(thousands)

initialcertification" 1,489 21.6

Recertification 5,216 75.8

Unknown 176 2.6

Totalb 6,881 100.0

'Includesboth householdscertifiedfor the first time and previouslycertified
householdswho have not receivedbenefitsfor at least30 days.

bDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 27--Comparison of households with and without
expedited service by presence of gross and

net monthly income

Households with Households without

expedited service a expedited service Unknown
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percentb

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Gross income: 0 86 40.7 324 4.9 0 2.5

Gross income> 0 126 59.3 6,327 95.1 18 97.5

Net income: 0 138 65.1 1,081 16.2 3 14.0

Netincome> 0 74 34.9 5,570 83.8 15 86.0

Total¢ 212 3.1 6,651 96.7 18 0.3

aHouseholdswhich initiallyreceivedexpeditedservicefor the certificationperiod in effect inJuly or

August 1987.

bpercentsare calculatedfrom unroundednumbersand may not match calculationsbased on the rounded

numberpresentedin the table.

¢Due to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 28--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
length of certification period

Monthsin Numberof Percentof
certification households allhouseholds

period (thousands)

1 40 0.6

2 55 0.8

3 271 3.9

4 230 3.3

5 123 1.8

6 1,600 23.2

7 347 5.0

8 139 2.0

g 64 0.9

10 112 1.6

11 1]7 2.6

I2 3,240 41.1

13+ 458 6.l

Unknown 26 0,4

Total _ 6,881 100.0

Average length in months 9.4

aDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 2g--Distributionof participatinghouseholds

by household size

Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

Household All households elderly' earningsb children¢
size Number Percent Number Percent Humber Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

I 2,227 32.4 1,015 72.1 159 11.4 25 0.6

2 1,374 20.0 241 17.1 209 15.0 965 22.g

3 1,321 19.2 56 4.0 304 21.9 1,272 30.2
4 940 13.7 47 3.3 317 22.8 931 22.1
5 510 7.4 24 1.7 206 14.8 505 12.0

6 269 3.g 13 0.9 104 7.5 269 6.4

7 126 1.8 5 0.4 42 3.0 126 3.0
8+ 114 1.7 7 0.5 49 3.5 114 2.7

Totald 6,881 100.0 1,408 100.0 1,389 100.0 4,208 100.0

Averagesize 2.7 1.5 3.7 3.7

'Households with at least one member age 60 or more.

bEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned income tax credit.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer I987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 30--Sex- and age-related characteristics
of participating households

Numberof Percentof
households all households_

(thousands)

Householdswith elderly_ 1,408 20.5
Singleperson elderlyhouseholdsb 1,015 14.7
Headedbyfemale 811 11.8
Headedbymale 203 3.0
Unknown 0 0.0

Otherelderlyhouseholdsc 393 5.7
Headed by female 218 3.2
Headed by mate 176 2.6
Unknown 0 0.0

Householdswith childrend 4,208 61.2
Headed by female 3,467 50.4
Headedbymale 652 9.5
Unknown 88 1.3

_ouseholdswith disabled' 577 8.4
tteadedbyfemale 396 5.8
tteadedbymale 176 2.6
Unknown 6 0.1

"Households with at least one member age 60 or more.

blncludeselderlysinglepersons livingaloneor as a separatefood stamp unit in a largerhousehold.

_Includeselderly couplesand other multipersonhouseholdswith elderlymembers.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

'Households with SSi income and no member is age 60 or more.

fPercent figures do not add to 100 because a household can have more than one of the characteristics
included in the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 31--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby householdsize.

number of elderly, number of children, and number of school-age children

Gross monthly Householdsize Averagetotal
income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ deduction

Number of elderly_

0 1,212 1,133 1,265 893 486 255 120 108 5,473

1 1.015 108 48 41 22 12 5 6 1.256
2 -- 133 8 6 2 i 0 I 151

Number of children b

0 2.201 409 49 9 5 ...... 2.673
I 25 919 323 46 17 2 .... 1.331

2 -- 45 930 425 33 15 I -- 1,449
3 .... 19 458 261 36 12 4 790
4 ...... 3 194 147 17 10 371

5+ ........ I 70 95 101 266

Number of school-age
children c

0 2,214 827 370 141 30 8 -- 3 3,593

I 13 535 506 242 98 26 8 2 1.431

2 -- 11 441 356 145 72 18 10 1o054
3 .... 4 202 156 66 33 10 470
4 ........ 81 79 35 lg 215

5+ .......... 17 31 7D 118

Totald 2,227 1,374 1,321 940 510 269 126 114 6,881

'Persons age 60 or more.

bpersons age 17 or less.

CPersonsage 5 to 17.

dDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table tota).

-- No households in this category.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 32--Distribution of participants by age and sex

Female Male Unknown Allparticipants
Age Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

4 or less 1,580 8.4 1,554 8.3 5 0.0 3,139 16.7

5 - 17 3,191 ]Z.O 3,260 1/.4 9 0.1 6,460 34.5

18 - 35 3,46g 18.5 1,348 7.2 2 0.0 4,820 25.7

36 - 59 1,141 9.3 974 5.2 2 0.0 2,723 14.5

60or more 1,126 6.0 433 2.3 0 0.0 1,560 8.3

Unknown 16 0.1 10 0.1 7 0.0 46 0.2

Totala 11,130 59.4 7,579 40.4 40 0.2 18,748 iO0.O

aDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 33--Age-relatedcharacteristicsof participants

Nunt)erof Percentof
participants participants
(thousands)

A. Childrena 9,599 51.2
1. Preschoolchildren 3,139 16.7
2. School-agechildren 6,460 34.5

B. Adultsb 7,543 40.2
1. Parents 5,724 30.5

a. Singleparents 2,666 14.2
Livingwith elderly 73 0.4
Disabled 76 0.4

Livingwithdisabled 37 0.2
Other 2,480 13.2

b. Multiple parents 3,068 16.3
Livingwith elderly 82 0.4
Disabled 132 0.7
Livingwith disabled 184 1.0
Other 2,661 14.2

2. Nonparents 1,819 g.7
a. Singleadults 1,266 6.8

Livingwith elderly 82 0.4
Disabled 258 1.4
Livingwith disabled ....
Other 926 4.g

b. Multiple adults 553 2.9
Livingwith elderly 49 0.3
Disabled 82 0.4
Living with disabled 59 0.3
Other 363 1.9

C. Elderlyc 1,560 8.3

D. Unknownage 46 0.2

Totald 18,748 100.0

mPersons age 17 or less.

bpersons age 18 to 59.

CPersons age 60 or more.

dDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

-- No households in this category.

Source: Summer1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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lable 34--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
race or ethnic originof householdhead

Race/ethnicorig(n Nun_)erof Percentof
of householdhead households al)households

(thousands)

White 3,224 46.9

Black 2,47g 36.0

ttispanic 819 11.9

Asian 13g 2.0

Americanindian 69 1.0

Unknown 150 2.2

lotala 6,B81 100.0

"Due to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Sunrner198/ Food Stam!_QualityControlsable.
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Table 35--Distribution of participating households by
selected characteristics of household members

Householdswith Numberof Percentof
at leastone: households all households

(thousands)

Alien gl 1.3

Migrant 2 0.0

Military 3 0.0

Striker 2 0.0

Studenta 361 5.2

q4ousehold member age 18 years or older enrolled at least half-time in recognized
school,trainingprogram,or institutionof highereducation.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 36--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby
employment status of househo)d head

Employmentstatus Numberof Percentof
of householdhead households all households

(thousands)

Employed full-timea 585 8.5

Employedpart-timeb 257 3.7

Self-employed 22 0,3

Farmemployed 9 0.1

Notemployed 5,821 84.6

Unknown 187 2.7

Total: 6,881 100.0

aEmployedat least30 hours per week or receivingweekly earningsequal to or
greater than the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 hours.

bEmployed less than 30 hours per week.

CDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 37--Distributionof participatinghouseholdsby work
registration status of household head

Work registrationstatus Numberof Percentof
of householdhead households households

(thousands)

Required to registerfor work 828 12.0

ExerRotfrom work registration: 5,806 84.4
Lessthan18 6 0.1
Disabledor elderly 2,120 30,8
WIN participant 1,352 lg.7
Caretaker of child or incapacitated
adult_ 1,666 24,2

Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance{UI) 72 1.0
Participant in drug addiction or
alcoholictreatmentprogram 46 0.7

Employedfull-timeb 513 7.4
Studentc 31 0.5

Unknown 247 3.6

Totald 6,881 100.0

aIncludesboth caretakersof childrenunder 6 and caretakersof childrenunder 18 where
anotherable-bodiedparent is registeredfor work or exemptedbecauseof employment,

bEmployed at least 30 hours per week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or greater than
the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 hours.

CEnrolledat least half-timein a recognizedschool,trainingprogram,or institutionof
higher education.

dOue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 38--Distributionof participantsby work
registration status

Numberof Percentof

Word registrationstatus participants participants
(thousands)

Required to register for work 1,457 7.8

Exempt from work registration: 16,913 g0.2
Lessthan18 9,130 48.7
Disabledorelderly 2,595 13.8
WIN participant 1,735 9.3
Caretaker of child or incapacitated
adulta 2,160 11.5

Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance(UI) 97 0.5
Participant in drug addiction or
alcoholictreatmentprogram 47 0.3

Employedfull timeD 740 3.9
Student¢ 409 2.2

Unknown 378 2.0

Totald ]8,748 100.0

alncludes both caretakers of children under 6 and caretakers of children under 18 where

another able-bodied parent is registered for work or exempted because of employment.

bEmployed at least 30 hours per week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or greater than
the Federal mini,_Jm wage multiplied by 30 hours.

CEnrolledat leasthalf-time in a recognizedschool,trainingprogram,or institutionof
higher education.

dl)ueto rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControtsample.
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Table 3g--Distributionof householdsand benefits
for households with and without earned income

Households Benefits
Nuntger Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswith earned incomea 1,389 20.2 $194,773 23.6

Householdswith no earned income 5,492 79.8 $630,663 76.4

Totalb 6,881 100.0 $825,436 100.0

aEarnedincome includeswages, salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned incometax credit.

bDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 40--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without earned income

Households with Households with
earned incomea no earned income

Gross n_nthly income $642 $371

Net monthly income $370 $206

lotaldeductionb $282 $185

Countable resources $10g $71

Monthlybenefit $140 $115

ttouseholdsize 3.7 2.5

Certification period (months) 8.1 9.6

aFarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned income tax
credit.

blncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions (see
appendix C). Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Some of the deductions may
not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 41--Number and percentage of households with and without
earned income for selected characteristics

Households with Households with no
earned incomea earned income

Number Percent f Number Percent f

(thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross income 0 0,0 410 7.5

Zero net income 169 12.2 1,052 19.2

Minimum benefit b 52 3.8 562 10.2

Elderly c 80 5.8 1,328 24.2

Children d 1.158 83.4 3.050 55.5

School-agechildren' 961 69.2 2,327 42.4

_Earnedincome includeswages, salaries,self-employment,farm income,and earned incometax credit.

bMinimumbenefit is $10 for one and two-personhouseholds.

CHouseho]dswith at ]eastone memberage 60 or more.

_Householdswith at ]eastone memberage 17 or less.

'Householdswith at leastone member age 5 to 17.

fPercentfiguresdo not add to 100 becausea householdcan have more than one of the characteristics
inc]udedin the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 42--Comparisonof distributionof participatinghouseholds
on selectedcharacteristicsfor householdswith and without

earned income

Householdswith Householdswith no
earnedincomea earnedincome

Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

ttousehold size
1-2 367 26.5 3,233 58.9
3 - 4 621 44.7 1,641 29.9
5+ 401 28.9 618 11.2

Gross income
None 0 0 410 7.5

$1- 99 57 4.1 98 t.8
100- 199 61 4.4 486 8.9
200 - 299 74 5.q 769 14.0
300 - 399 127 9.1 1,658 30.2
400 - 499 149 10.7 883 16.1
500+ 920 66.3 1,188 21.6

Net income

None 169 12.2 1,052 19.2
$ 1 - 99 121 8.1 906 16.5
100- 199 150 10.8 1,079 19.6
200 - 299 183 13.2 1,134 20.7
300-399 172 12.4 533 9.7
400-499 176 12.7 329 6.0
500+ 416 30.0 45g 8.4

Benef its
$10orless 60 4.3 567 10.3
11- 50 129 9.3 813 14.8
51 - 100 342 24.6 1,530 27.9
101- 200 557 40.1 1,687 30.7
201 - 300 220 15.9 720 13.1
301+ 79 5.7 175 3.2

Iota 1_ 1,389 100.0 5,492 100.0

aEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, farm income, and earned income tax credit.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Sumner 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Tabte 43--Distribution of households and benefits for
households with and without elderly

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Households with elderly _ 1,408 20.5 $67,671 8.2

Households without elderly 5,473 79.5 $757,764 91.8

Total b 6,881 100.0 $825,436 100.0

aHouseholdswith at leastone member age 60 or more.

bDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsamp]e.
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lable 44--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without elderly

Householdswith Householdswith

elderly" no elderly

Grossmonthlyincome $420 $427

Netmonthlyincome $238 $240

[otaldeductionb $190 $209

Countableresources¢ $182 $52

Monthlybenefit $48 $138

Householdsize 1.5 3.0

Certificationperiod(months) 11.3 8.9

qtouseholdswith at leastone memberage 60 or more.

DIncludesearned income,dependentcare, excessshelter,medical,and standarddeductions
(see appendix C). Deductionsshown are those deductionsto which householdsare entitled. Some of
the deductionsmay not have been used beforea householdreacheszero net incomestatus.

CAt the time thesedata were collected,the resource limitfor most householdswas $2,000.
tlouseholdswith at least one member age 60 or older were allowed up to $3,000.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 45--Numberand percentageof householdswith and without
elderly for selected characteristics

Householdswith Householdswith

elderly" noelderly
Number Percent' Number Percent'

(thousands) (thousands)

Zerogrossincome 18 1.3 393 7.2

Zero net income 105 7.4 1,116 20.4

Minimumbenefitb 414 29.4 200 3.7

Childrenc 158 11.2 4,050 74.0

School-agechildrend 139 9.9 3,149 57.5

"Households with at least one member age 60 or more.

bt4inimumbenefit is $10 for one- and two-person households.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

'Percent figures do not add to 100 because a household can have mere than one of the characteristics
included in the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 46--Comparison of distribution of participating
households on selected characteristics for households

with and without elderly

Householdswith Householdswith

elderl)/' no elderly
Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Household size
] 2 1,256 89.2 2,345 42.8
3-4 103 7.3 2,159 39.4
5+ 49 3.5 969 17.7

Gross income
None 18 1.3 393 7.2

$1- 99 9 0.6 146 2.7
100-199 32 2.2 516 9.4
200-299 68 4.8 775 14.2
300-399 715 50.8 1,070 1g.5
400 - 499 265 18.8 767 14.0
500+ 301 21.4 1,807 33.0

Net income
None 105 7.4 1,116 20.4

$1- 99 157 11.2 869 15.9
100-199 343 24.4 886 16.2
200-299 455 32.3 863 15.8
300-399 166 11.8 539 9.8
400-499 89 6.3 416 7.6
500+ 92 6.6 783 14.3

Benefits
$10orless 422 30.0 205 3.7
1i- 50 521 37.0 421 7.7
51-100 312 22.2 1,560 28.5
101-200 112 8.0 2,132 38.0
201-300 31 2.2 gog 16.6
301* 8 0.6 246 4.5

Total b 1,408 100.0 5,473 100.0

'Households with at least one member age 60 or more.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 47--Distributionof householdsand benefits
for householdswith and withoutdisabled

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswith disableda 577 8.4 $46.436 5.6

Householdswith no disabled 6,303 91.6 $778,999 94.4

Totalb 6,881 100.0 $825,436 100.0

aHouseholdswith SSI incomeand no memberage 60 or more.

bDue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total,

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 48--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without disabled

Householdswith Householdswith
disableda no disabled

Gross monthly income $517 $418

Netmonthlyincome $335 $231

totaldeductionsb $185 $207

Countableresources $79 $78

Monthlybenefit $80 $124

Householdsize 2.6 2.7

Certificationperiod (months) 10.1 9.4

aHouseholds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

bIncludesearned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,medical,and standarddeductions
(see appendix C). Deductionsshown are those to which househo]dsare entitled. Some of the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

Source: Sum.er 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 4g--Numberand percentageof householdswith and without
disabledfor selectedcharacteristics

Householdswith Householdswith
disableda no disabled

Householdswith: Number Percent" Nuttier Percent"

(thousands) (thousands)

Zero gross income 0 0.0 410 6.5

Zero net income 20 3.5 1,201 19.t

Minimumbenefitb 112 19.4 502 8.0

Childrenc 250 43.3 3,958 62.8

School-agechildrend 207 35.8 3,081 48.9

_louseholds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

bMinimum benefit is $10 for one- and two-person households.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17,

ePercent figures do not add to 100 because a household can have more than one of the
characteristics included in the table.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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Table 50--Comparison of distribution of participating
householdson selectedcharacteristicsfor households

with and without disabled

Households with Households with
disabled a no disabled

Households with: Number Percent Number Percent
(thousands) (thousands)

ttousehold size
1 - 2 365 63.2 3,235 51.3
3-4 112 19.5 2,149 34.1
5+ 100 17.3 919 14.6

Gross income
None 0 0 410 6.5

$1- 99 1 0.2 154 2.4
100-199 0 0.0 547 8.7
200-299 9 1.6 834 13.2
300-399 215 37.2 1,570 24.9
400 - 499 120 20.7 912 14.5
500+ 232 40.3 1,876 29.8

Net income

None 20 3.5 1,201 19.1
$1- 99 54 9.4 973 15.4
100 - 199 101 17.5 1,128 17.9
200-299 149 25.8 1,168 18.5
300 - 399 64 11.1 641 10.2
400 - 499 63 10.8 443 7.0
500+ 126 21.9 749 11.9

Benefits
$10orless 113 19.6 514 8.1
11 50 153 26.6 789 12.5
51-100 146 25.4 1,726 27.4
101-200 117 20.3 2,127 33.7
201-300 32 5.6 909 14.4
301+ 15 2.6 239 3.8

Total b 577 100.0 6,303 100.0

E'Householdswith SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

t_ue to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 51--Distributionof householdsand benefits

for households with children, school-age
children, and no children

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswithchildrena 4,208 61.2 $682,373 82.7

Households with school-age
childrenb 3,288 47.8 $560,406 67.g

Householdswithnochildren 2,673 38.8 $143,062 17.3

Totalc 6,881 100.0 $825,436 100.0

_Householdswith at leastone member age 17 or less.

bHouseho)dswith at leastone memberage 5 to 17.

CDue to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 52--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with children, school-age children,

and no children

Households with Itouseholds with school-age Households with
childrena childrenb no children

Grossmonthlyincome $498 $524 $313

Netmonthlyincome $295 $318 $t51

Iota)deductionc $2]5 $217 $189

Countableresources $53 $59 $11g

Monthlybenefit $162 $170 $54

Householdsize 3.7 3.9 1.2

Certificationperiod 8.8 8.9 10.3

aHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

bllouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

;Includes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions (see appendix
C). Deductions shown are those to which households are entitled. Some of the deductions may not have been
used before a household reaches zero net income status.

Source: Summer 198] Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 53--Numberand percentageof householdswith children,school-age
children, and no children for selected characteristics

Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

children_ school-aqechildrenb no children
Number Percente Number Percente Number Percente

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Zerogrossincome t41 3.3 95 2.9 270 10.1

Zero net income 482 1],4 333 10,1 739 27.7

Minimumbenefitb 25 0.6 19 0.6 589 22.0

Elderlyc 158 3,8 139 4.2 1,250 46.8

School-agechildrend 3,288 78.1 3,288 100.0 0 0.0

aHouseholdswith at leastone memberage 17 or tess.

bMinimum benefit is $10 for one- and two-person households,

CHouseholds with at )east one member age 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

°Percent figures do not add to 100 because a household can have more than one of the characteristics
includedin the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 54--Comparisonof distributionof participating
households on selected characteristics for households with children,

school-age children, and no children

Householdswith Householdswith Householdswith

children_ school-aqechildrenb no children
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands) (thousands)

Households size

I -2 990 23.5 559 17.0 2,610 97.7

3 - 4 2,204 52.4 1,751 53.2 58 2.2

5_ 1,014 24.1 978 29.7 5 0.2

Gross income
None 141 3.3 95 2.9 270 10.1

$ I - 99 64 1.5 42 1.3 91 3.4

lO0 - 199 230 5,5 160 4,9 318 11,9
200-299 542 12,g 360 10,9 301 11,3

300- 399 771 18.3 590 18.0 1,014 37.9
400 - 499 643 15.3 521 15.8 389 14.6

500+ 1,818 43.2 1,519 _6.2 290 10.9

Net income

None 482 11.4 333 10.1 739 2l.l

$ 1 - 99 5ll 13.7 392 11.9 450 16.8

100 - 199 13l 17.5 565 17.2 492 18.4

200 - 299 690 16.4 546 16.6 62/ 23.5
300-399 488 11.6 390 11.9 217 8.1

400 - 499 422 10.0 329 10.0 84 3.1
500* 813 19.3 732 22.3 63 2.3

Benefits

$10 or tess 37 0.9 25 0.8 590 22.1

11 · 50 226 5.4 150 4.6 716 26.8

51 _ 100 705 16.7 508 15.5 1,168 43.7

101 - 200 2,062 49.0 1,570 47.8 183 6.8
20!-300 924 22.0 787 23.9 16 0.6
301+ 254 6.0 247 7.5 0 0.0

Totalc 4,208 100.0 3,288 100.0 2,673 100.0

_Households with at least one member age 17 or less.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

_Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp quality Control sample.
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Table 55--Distribution of households and benefits
for households with and without AFDC income

Households Benefits
Number Percent Value Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Householdswith AFDC income 2,806 40.8 $438,510 53.1

HouseholdswithnoAFDCincome 4,075 59.2 $386,926 46.9

Totala 6,881 100.0 $825,436 100.0

_Due to rounding,the sum of individualcategoriesmay not match the table total.

Source: Summer 1987 Food StampQualityControlsample.
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Table 56--Average value of selected characteristics for
households with and without AFDC income

Householdswith Householdswith
AFDC income no AFDC income

Grossmonthlyincome $475 $392

Netmonthlyincome $287 $207

Totaldeductiona $192 $214

Countableresources $28 $113

Monthlybenefit $156 $95

Householdsize 3.5 2.2

Certificationperiod(months) 9.2 g.6

aIncludesearned income,dependentcare, excess shelter,medical,and standarddeductions
(see appendix Cl. Deductionsshown are those to which householdsare entitled. Some of the
deductions may not have been used before a household reaches zero net income status.

Source: Summer lg87 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 57--Numberand percentageof householdswith and without
AFDC income for selected characteristics

Householdswith Householdswith
AFDC income no AFDC income

Householdswith: Number Percent' Number Percent'

(thousands) (thousands)

Zerogrossincome 0 0.0 410 10.1

Zeronetincome 189 6.7 1,033 25.3

Minimumbenefita 18 0.6 596 14.6

Elderlyb 87 3.1 1,321 32.4

Children¢ 2,773 98.8 1,435 35.2

School-agechildrend 2,103 75.0 1,185 29.1

'Minimum benefit is $10 for one- and two-person households.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholdswith at leastone memberage 17 or less.

dHouseho]ds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

'Percent figures do not add to 100 because a household can have more than one of the characteristics
includedin the table.

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp QualityControlsample.
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lable 58--Comparison of distribution of participating households on
selectedcharacteristicsfor householdswith and without

AFDC income

Householdswith Householdswith
AFDC income no AFDC income

Householdswith: Number Percent Number Percent

(thousands) (thousands)

Household size
1 - 2 /61 27.1 2,840 69.?
3 - 4 1,456 51.9 805 19.8
b+ 588 21.0 430 10.6

Gross incon_
None 0 0 410 10.1

$1 gq 19 0.7 136 3.3
100 199 154 5.5 393 g.6
200-299 449 16.0 394 9.7

300-399 624 22.2 1,161 28.5
400-499 504 17.9 528 13.0
500+ 1,056 37.6 1,052 25.8

Net income
None 189 6.7 1,033 25.3

$1- gg 436 ]5.5 591 14.5
100-199 584 20.8 645 15.8
200-2gg 515 18.4 802 19.7
300 - 399 330 11.8 375 9.2
400-499 276 9.8 230 5.6
500+ 476 1].0 400 g.8

Benefits
$10orless 27 1.0 600 14.7
11- 50 147 5.2 796 19.5
51 - 100 481 17.1 1,391 34.1

lO]- 200 1,461 52.1 783 19.2
201-:JO0 570 20.3 371 9.1
301+ 119 4.3 135 3.3

[ota]" 2,806 100.0 4,075 100.0

q]u- to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match tile table total.

Source: Sumner 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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Table 59--Comparison of average value of selected

characteristics for August 1980 - summer 1987

August August August August August Summer Summer Summer
1980a 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Gross monthly income $326 $349 $356 $379 $390 $398 $417 $426

Net monthly income $194 $196 $205 $224 $229 $226 $232 $239

Total deduction b $148 $169 $159 $170 $177 $191 $203 $205

Countable resources $ 66 $ 62 $ 58 $ 54 $ 58 $ 63 $ 71 $ 79

_Monthly benefit $ 89 $103 $105 $116 $114 $116 $120 $120CO

Household size 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.7

_Excludes Alaska and Hawaii.

bIncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions.
Deductions are those to which households are entitled. Some deductions may not have been used before

a household reached zero net income status.

Source: August 1980 - summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control samples.



Table 60--Comparison of percentage of households with

selected characteristics for August 1980 - summer 1987

Percent of all households

August August August August August August Summer Summer
Households with: 1980a 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Zero gross income 8.1 7.3 7 8 6.6 6.5 6.8 6.0 6.0

Zero net income 16.6 18.7 18 9 16.4 17.5 19.8 18.6 17.7

Minimum benefit 6.9 5.6 7 5 7.5 9.6 8.5 8.5 8.9
,3

Elderlyb 22.6 20.9 19 6 20.2 22.1 21.4 20.2 20.5

Childrenc 59.9 56.4 58 2 63.8 60.9 59.2 61.2 61.2

School-age children d 44.4 41.5 44 2 49.2 47.3 46.3 47.4 47.8

aExcludes Alaska and Hawaii

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

Source: August i980 - summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control samples.



Appendix A--Poverty income guidelines for 1987 a

Continental

United States,

Household Guam, and the

size Virgin Islands Alaska Hawaii

1 $ 5,500 $ 6,860 $ 6,310

2 7,400 9,240 8,500

3 9,300 11,620 10,690

4 11,200 14,000 12,880

5 13,100 16,380 15,070

6 15,000 18,760 17,260

7 16,900 21,140 19,450

8b 18,800 23,520 21,640

aAnnual income for nonfarm families.

bFor households with more than eight members, add $1,900

in the continental United States, Guam, and the Virgin Islands;

$2,380 in Alaska; and $2,190 in Hawaii for each additional person.

Source: Department of Health and Human Services.
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Appendix B--Maximum allowable net monthly food stamp incomea
eligibility standards in summer 1987

Continental

United States,

Household Guam, and the

size Virgin Islands Alaska Hawaii

] $ 459 $ 572 $ 526

2 617 770 70!)

3 775 969 891

4 934 1,167 1,074

5 1,092 1,365 1,256

6 1,250 1,564 1,439

7 1,409 1,762 1,621

St_ 1,567 1,960 1,804

aThe food stamp net income standards are equal to the HHS

poverty income guidelines (appendix A) divided by 12, rounded up
to the nearest dollar.

bFor households with more than eight members, add $158 in

the continental United States, Guam, and the Virgin Islands; $198

in Alaska; and $183 in Hawaii for each additional person.

:_o_rce: Program records, Food and Nutrition Service.
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Appendix C--Value of standard and maximum dependent care and
excess shelter deductions in continental

United States and outlying areas in summer 1987

Dependent Excess

Area Standard care sheltera

Continental United States $ 99 $160 $149

Alaska 169 160 260

Hawaii 140 160 213

Guam 198 160 182

VirginIslands 87 160 ill

aLimit on excess shelter deduction for households with no member age

60 or more or no disabled member.

Source: Program records, Food and Nutrition Service.
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Appendix D--Value of maximum coupon atLotment ;n

continental United States and outlying areas in su_m_er 1987

Household Continental Alaskab Virgin

Size United States a Rural I Rural II Nenana Urban Hawaii Guam Islands

1 $ 81 $140 $170 $158 $111 $128 $120 $104

2 149 256 312 290 204 234 220 192

3 214 367 447 415 293 336 315 275

4 271 467 568 527 372 426 400 349

5 322 554 675 626 442 506 475 415

6 387 6(55 810 752 530 608 571 498

7 428 735 895 831 586 672 631 550

8 c 489 840 1023 949 670 768 721 629

L_

aExcludes Alaska and Hawaii.

bDue to the unusual nature of Alaskan terrain and climate, areas outside major urban

centers are less accessible to food distributors. Therefore, the value of the maxim_ coupon

allotment accounts for this added expense by splitting the Thrifty Food P(an into four separate

components: Rural I, Rural II, Nenana, and Urban.

CFor households with more than eight members, add $<51 in the continental United States,

$96 in Hawaii, $90 in Guam, and $79 in the Virgin Islands for each additional person. In Alaska,

add the following amounts for each area:

Area Amount

Rural I $105

Rural II 128

Nenana 118

Urban 84

Source: Program records, Food and _utrition Service.



Appendix E--Source and reliability of estimates

Background

The summary tables are derived from a sample of households

selected for review as part of the quality control system. This

system is an ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances
to determine (1) if households are eligible to participate or are

receiving the correct coupon allotment, and (2) if household

participation is correctly denied or terminated. The system is

based on a national probability sample of approximately 70,000

participating food stamp households and a somewhat smaller number

of denials and terminations every 12 months. The national sample

of participating households collected in the Integrated Quality

Control System (IQCS) is stratified by the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Annual

required State samples range from a minimum of 300 to a maximum

of 2,400 reviews depending on the size of the State's caseload.

State agencies select an independent sample each month that is

generally proportional to the size of the monthly participating

caseload, l The survey reported here relies primarily on the

summer 1987 food stamp IQCS sample of participating households.

To ensure an adequate sampling size, both July and August samples

comprised the data which were collected for the summer of 1987.
The 1986 and 1987 sample sizes were approximately the same.

Tarqet Universe

The target universe of this study included all participating

households (active cases) subject to quality control review in
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The summer 1987

participating caseload in Guam and the Virgin Islands was also

sampled, but these results are not included in the tabulations.

While almost all participating food stamp households are included

in the target universe, certain types not amenable to QC review

are not. Specifically, the active universe includes all

households receiving food stamps during a review period except

those in which the participants died or moved outside the State,

received benefits by a disaster certification authorized by FNS,

were under investigation for Food Stamp Program fraud (including

ISeveral States have integrated the Food Stamp, AFDC, and

Medicaid QC sample selection and review process. In these

States, monthly sample size is not necessarily proportional to

monthly caseload size.
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notice of adverse action when the review date falls within the

time period covered by continued participation pending a hearing,
or received restored benefits in accordance with the State manual

but who were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within the

active universe each month is the food stamp household as

specified in FNS regulations.

Weighting

The tabulations in this report are based on a total of 10,474

valid observations. The sample findings have been weighted by

the number of participating households as reported to FNS. The

case record weights of several States were adjusted to reflect

the disproportionately stratified QC sample designs in those
States.

Income Decision Rule

Several household-level income and deduction variables are both

reported and can be calculated by summing across person-level

variables. Gross income is the key variable, since the earned

income and excess shelter deductions and net income depend on

gross income, and benefit levels depend on net income. The data

on which this report is based were edited to achieve internal
consistency. The mean values for selected variables broken out

by their calculated or reported values are presented in table
E-1.

Comparison to Participation Data

The following data present a comparison of the preliminary

estimates to aggregate program participation data (excluding Guam
and the Virgin Islands):

Summer 1987

Program data IQCS sample

Number of households 6,977,203 6,880,668

Number of participants 18,612,231 18,747,759

Value of benefits $840,961,250 $825,435,734

Average household size 2.67 2.72

Average bonus per person $45.18 $44.03
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Table E-I--Comparison of mean calculated and reported values for
selected variables of participating households

All Householdswith
households Earnings Elderly Children Disabled

Averages

Gross income

Calculated $426 $642 $420 $498 $517
Reported 424 636 419 497 513

Net income
Calculated 239 370 238 295 335
Reported 231 357 230 287 319

Total deduction
Calculated 205 282 190 215 185

Reported 204 276 191 214 186

Benefit
Calculated 120 140 48 162 80

Reported 120 141 50 162 83

Percentages

Percent with zero gross
Calculated 6.0 0.0 1.3 3.3 0.0

Reported 5.8 O,1 1.3 3.1 O.1

Percent with zero net
Calculated 17.7 12.2 7.4 11.4 3.5
Reported 18.5 12.8 8.6 11.9 4.3

Percent with minimum benefit

Calculated 8.9 3.8 29.4 0.6 19.4

Reported 7.9 2.7 26.3 0.6 17.2

Source: Summer 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control sample,
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Completion Rates

Failure to complete reviews for all cases selected subject to

review can bias the sample results if the characteristics of

unreviewed households are significantly different from those of
reviewed households. While there are no direct measures of such

differences, the ratio of valid observations to sample cases
selected for review provides an indication of the magnitude of

any potential bias. The expected number of cases subject to

review in the sample is based on one-sixth of all cases reported

as subject to review during October 1986 - September 1987.

However, since summer caseloads are smaller than caseloads during

other times of the year, this approach probably results in a

slight overestimation of the total expected number and thus a

slight underestimation of the completion rate. The number of

cases selected subject to review, the number of valid

observations, and the estimated completion rates are shown below:

50 States

and D.C.

Number of cases selected

subject to review 11,171

Number of cases completed 10,474

Estimated completion rate 94.0%

Even though possibly an underestimate, this completion rate

compares very favorably with other surveys of this nature.
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Appendix F--Sampling Error of Estimates

The estimates of the characteristics of food stamp households

contained in this report are based on a sample of households and

are therefore subject to statistical sampling error. This

appendix presents estimates of the statistical sampling errors
associated with certain of the key variables included in the

tables in this report. In addition, it outlines methods for

estimating the standard errors of other variables for which

standard errors have not been directly calculated.

Standard Errors and Confidence Intervals

One important indicator of the magnitude of the possible sampling

error associated with a given estimate is its standard error.
Standard errors measure the variation in estimated values which

would be observed if multiple replications of the sample were

drawn. The magnitude of the standard errors depend on (1) the
degree of variation in the variable within the overall population

from which the sample has been drawn; (2) the design of the

sample, including such issues as stratification and sampling

probabilities; and (3) the size of the sample on which the
estimate is based.

The standard error of estimates of proportions, sp, based on
simple random samples is given by the formula:

(1) sp = _ p(1-p)/(n-1)

where p is the sample estimate of the proportion and n is

the sample size.

Standard errors of estimated numbers of households based on

simple random samples are:

(2) sN = _ N p(1-p)/(n-1)

where N is the number of households in the population.

However, the formulas for the standard errors of simple random

samples do not necessarily provide an accurate estimate for more

complex stratified samples such as the stratified sample design
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used for this study. In this appendix, estimates produced by the
formulas above are referred to as "naive standard errors." More

accurate standard errors are provided for key estimates by

directly calculating their standard errors through a replicate
method as discussed below. 1

Standard errors can be used to construct confidence intervals for

estimated variables. A confidence interval is a range of values
that will contain the true value of an estimated characteristic

with a known probability. For instance, a 95-percent confidence
interval extends approximately two standard errors above and

below the estimated value for a characteristic and 95-percent of
all confidence intervals will contain the true value.

The following discussion presents, for a selected set of key

estimates, standard errors estimated using the replication

method. It then presents a simple method for approximating
standard errors of estimated numbers of households and

percentages when individual standard errors have not been
estimated.

Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Households

The standard errors for selected estimates of FSP households are

shown in table F-1. These standard errors can be used to compute
the 95-percent confidence interval for the estimated number of

households with a particular characteristic. For example, the

estimate in table F-1 of the number of elderly households with
zero net income has a standard error of 9.60 thousand and

therefore the 95-percent confidence interval extends from 86

thousand to 124 thousand, around the point estimate of 105

thousand. 2 With such a confidence interval, 95-percent of all
intervals constructed in this fashion will contain the true value

of the variable.

For standard errors not shown in table F-l, the approximate

standard error, SE, of an estimated number can be obtained by the
use of the formula:

(3) SE = SN X d x f

JStandard errors have been estimated using the replicate

sample method described in Leslie Kish, Survey $amplinq, 1965, pp.

127-128. In implementing this approach, the samples used in the
estimation work were divided into 40 replicate subsamples.

2Calculated by rounding to the nearest thousand; (105 - (2 x

9.6)) = 86, and (105 + (2 x 9.6)) = 124.
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where sM is the naive standard error from either equation (2)

above or from table F-2, d is the average design effect of 1.38,

and f is an adjustment factor from table F-5 that potentially can

improve the approximation by partially accounting for the

variation in design effects across subgroups of the sample. 3 The
average design effect is the average increase in the size of the

standard error estimated by the replicate method over that of the

naive standard error appropriate for a simple random sample. Use
of the adjustment factor f will generally improve the

approximation when the base of the estimated percentage or number

and the characteristic used in defining the percentage or total

are quite similar to the bases and characteristics shown in table

F-5. In other cases f should be ignored by setting it to 1.0.

For example, to obtain the approximate standard error for the

number of households containing an elderly person with zero net

income, the first step is to obtain the size of the estimate.
From table 45 of the detailed tables, we see that 105 thousand

elderly households have zero net income. The next step is to

obtain the naive standard error from either equation (2) or less
accurately from table F-2. Using equation (2), the value is 7.86

thousand households. 4 Multiplying 7.86 times the design factor d

of 1.38 produces the first approximation of 10.85. In this case

the same base for the number of households (i.e., with elderly)

and the same characteristic (i.e., zero net income) are defined
in table F-5. Consequently, using the f factor from table F-5

should improve the approximation. Multiplying the first

approximation of 10.85 times the adjustment factor of .89 from
table F-5 produces a second approximation of 9.66. In this case

the approximation can be compared with the specific standard
error estimate from table F-l, 9.60 thousand. The second

approximation happened to be an overestimate in this case, but is

closer than the naive standard error of 7.86 thousand (the naive

standard error does not account for sample design effects) and
closer than the estimate based only on the average design effect

(10.85).

3The average design effect is the ratio of the average

standard error computed by the replication method to the average
naive standard error across all cells of table F-5.

4Calculated as; 1408 x _((105/1408) x (1 - (105/1408))/2212) =

7.86. Where 1408 is the estimated number of elderly households,

105 is the estimated number of elderly with zero gross incomes and

2212 is the sample size of elderly households. Table F-4 is

accurate only for the full sample size of all food stamp
households.
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Standard Errors of Estimated Percentaqes

The standard errors for selected estimated percentages of FSP
households are shown in table F-3. As discussed above, these

standard errors can be used to compute the 95-percent interval

for the estimated percentage. For example, the estimate in table

F-3 of the percentage of households with children with zero gross

income has a standard error of .281 and therefore the 95-percent
confidence interval extends from 2.7 percent to 3.9 percent,

around the point estimate of 3.3 percent. 5

For estimated percentages not shown in table F-3, the approximate

standard error, SE, can be obtained by the use of the formula:

(4) S_ = sp x d x f

where s? is the naive standard error from equation (1) above or

less accurately from table F-4, d is the average design effect of

1.38, and f is an adjustment factor from table F-5 to improve the
approximation as discussed above.

For example, to obtain an approximate estimate of the standard

error for the percentage of households with children who have
zero net income, the first step is to obtain the estimated

percentage and the size of the base for the estimated percentage.
From table 51 of the detailed tables we see that 4,208 thousand

households have children. From table 53 of Chapter 4 we see that

11.4 percent of households with children have zero net income.

The next step is to obtain the naive standard error from equation

(1). Using equation (1) the square root of (.114 x .886)/(6494-

1) = .3944 percent. Multiplying the naive standard error of

.3944 times the average design factor of 1.38 times the specific
adjustment factor of 1.00 from table F-5 produces an adjusted

approximation of .5443. In this case the approximation can be

compared with the specific standard error estimate from table F-

3, 0.55. Thus, this approximation is quite close to the actual
estimated standard error.

Standard Errors for Estimated Means

The standard errors for selected estimated means are provided in

table F-6. These standard errors can be used to compute a 95-

percent confidence interval. For example, the standard error for

average gross income for all FSP households as shown in table F-6

SCalculated by rounding to the nearest tenth of a percent as;

(3.3 - (2 x .281)) = 2.7, and (3.3 + (2 x .281)) = 3.9.
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is 3.66, and its mean is $426. Therefore, a 95-percent

confidence interval extends between approximately $419 and $433. 6

Generalized approximation methods such as those used above work

well for standard errors of estimated numbers and percentages

since the standard errors depend only on the sample size, the

estimated proportion, and the design effects. Generalized

methods are less appropriate for standard errors of means since

the standard error depends on the variance as well as the sample

size and design effects. However, a rough approximation of the
likely magnitude of standard errors of means not included in
table F-6 can be obtained from table F-7 which shows the standard

error as a percent of the mean value for all FSP households and

successively smaller subsets of households. In this table, the

approximate standard errors as a percent of the mean value are

shown as the average across the 12 variables from table F-6. The

lowest and highest values across the 12 variables for each subset

of households are also shown to give an indication of the quality

of the approximation provided by the standard error expressed as
a percent of the mean value. These standard errors include the

design effects as they were estimated using a replication method.

6Rounding to the nearest dollar, (426 - (2 * 3.66)) = 419 and

(426 + (2 * 3.66)) = $433.
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TableF-i--Standarderrorsof estimatednun_gersof foodstamp households:1087
(thousands)

Base of estimated Households with
nund)er Zero gross Zeronet Minimum Earned Elderly Children Schoolage Disabled Sample

income income benefits income children size

AilFSPhouseholds 21,26 29.52 27.80 33103 31.93 51.88 54.15 28.35 10474

Withelderly 3.79 9.60 21.40 10,49 NA 12.15 11.43 NA 2212

Withoutelderly 20.30 27.80 18.01 31.42 NA 41.21 46.58 27.86 8262

Withchildren 11.82 22.98 6.14 27,77 13.13 _ 32,11 20.66 6494

Withschoolchildren 11.51 18.71 5.26 26.11 11.44 NA NA 19.07 5023

Withoutchildren 19.43 21,65 25.30 12,83 24.46 NA NA 20.42 3980

Withearnings NA 13.57 8.78 NA 10.90 13.36 27,78 7.4[] 2309

Withdisabled NA 4.47 13.66 6.77 NA 16.60 15.63 NA 886

astandarderrorsconq_utedas nu_er of householdsin estimatedbase timesthe standarderrorsof the estimatedpercentagesfrom tableF-3. Standarderrors in
table F-3 were estimated with the replicationmethod.



Table F-2--Naiveestimateof standarderrorsof estimated

numbers of food stamp households
(thousands)

Size of Naiveest. of
estimate standarderrora

10 2.56

50 5.71

100 8.05

250 12.58

500 17.45

1,000 23.70

2,000 30.53

3,000 33.34

4,000 33.17

5,000 2g.g/

6,OOO 22.47

aApplicable when the base of the estimated number is all food sta_
households.

Naive standarderror = p(1-p)/(n-1),

where: N _ the number of FSP households (6,881 thousand}
p - the size of the estimate divided by N
n - the size of sample (10,474)
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lable F-3--Standard errors of estimated percentages of fo<leistamp households: 1987a

Baseofestimated Householdswith

percentage Zerogross Zeronet Minimum Earned Elderly Children Schoolage Disabled
income income benefits income children

AllFSPhouseholds 0.309 0.429 0.404 0._0 0.464 0.754 0.787 0.412

Withelderly 0.269 0.682 1.520 0.745 NA 0.863 0.812 NA

Withoutelderly 0.371 0.508 0.329 0.574 NA 0.753 0.851 0.509

Withchildren 0.281 0.546 0.146 0.660 0.312 NA 0.763 0.491

Withschoolchildren 0.350 0.569 0.160 0.794 0.3_ NA NA 0._0

Withoutchildren 0.727 0.810 0.950 0._0 0.915 NA NA 0.764

Withearnings NA 0.977 0.632 NA 0.785 0.962 2.000 0.539

With disabl_:_ NA 0.775 2.367 1.174 NA 2.877 2.708 NA

astandard errors were estimated using the replication method for the 1987 Food Stamp Quality Control summer sample.



Table F-4--Naive estimate of standard errors of estimated

percentages of food stamp householdsa
(thousands)

Baseofest. Estimatedpercenta§e
percentage 5 or 95 10or90 25or75 50

10 5.59 7.69 11.10 t2.82

50 2.50 3.44 4.96 5.73

100 1.77 2.43 3.51 4.05

250 1.12 1.54 2.22 2.56

500 0.79 1.09 1.57 1.81

1,000 0.56 0.77 1.11 1.28

2,000 0.40 0.54 0.78 0.91

3,000 0.32 0.44 0.64 0.74

4,000 0.28 0.38 0,55 0.64

5,000 0.25 0.34 0.50 0.57

6,000 0.23 0.31 0.45 0.52

7,000 0.21 0.29 0.42 0.48

aApplicablewhen the base of the estimatednumberis all food stamp households.

Naivestandarderror = p(1-p)/(n-1),where p: estimatedpercentagedividedby 100, and n is the sample

size of 10,474for all food stamp households.
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Table F-5--Adjustmentfactorsfor standarderrorsof estimatednumbersand percentagesof
food stamp households: 1987a

Baseofestimated Householdswith Average
percentage Zero gross Zeronet Minimum Earned Elderly Children Schoolage Disabled factor

income income benefits income children

AllFSPhouseholds 0.96 0.83 1.05 0.89 0.85 1.15 1.17 1.10 1.00

Withelderly 0.81 0.89 1.14 1.10 NA 0.93 0.93 NA 0.96

Withoutelderly 0.95 0.83 1.16 0.89 NA 1.13 1.13 1.09 1.03

Withchildren 0.92 1.00 1.10 0.86 0.97 MA 1.08 1.21 1.02

Withschoolchildren 1.07 0.97 1.06 0.g0 0.89 NA NA 1.23 1.02

Withoutchildren 1.11 0.83 1.05 0.78 0.84 NA NA 1.06 0.94

Withearnings NA 1.04 1.16 NA 1.17 0.g0 1.51 1.05 1.14

Withdisabled NA 0.91 1.29 0.93 MA 1.25 1.22 NA 1.12

Averagefactor 0.97 0.91 1.13 0.91 0.94 1.07 1.17 1.12 1.00

aThe adjustmentfactorsare as definedA/B; where A: the ratio of the standarderror computedby the replicationmethodto the naive standard
error for the specificcell of the table, and 8 - the ratio of the averagestandarderror computedby the replicationmethodto the averagenaive
standard error across all cells.



Table F-6--Standarderrorsof estimatedmeans: 1987a

Baseofestimated StandardErrorformeanvalueof

mean Gross Net Benefit All Resources Household Certification Earningsb AFDC SSIc Dependen_ Shelter.
income income deductions size period & GAc care cost_ deductionD

AltFSPhouseholds 3.660 3,31 1.22 1.02 2.91 0.03 0.04 g.g8 3,10 4.64 3.40 1.11

Withelderly 3.280 3,76 1.22 3.12 10.24 0,03 0.08 26.56 14.90 4.81 3.23 3.80

Withoutelderly 4.520 3,85 1.39 1.08 2.68 0.03 0.05 g.70 2.89 6.90 3.46 o.gg

Withchildren 4.906 4,47 1.50 1.35 3.23 0.03 0.06 10.94 2.95 10.82 3.40 1.12

Withschoolchildren 6.130 5,45 1.86 1.80 3.96 0.04 0.07 11.68 3.15 t2.26 3.99 1.39

Withoutchildren 3.500 2.92 0.66 2.12 6.27 0.01 0.07 13.13 5.10 5.43 1.80 2.17

Withearnings 9.420 8,26 2.75 2.81 8.08 0.06 o.og g.g8 9.40 14.52 3.90 1.g0

Withdisabled 10.84)011,78 3.58 5.50 11.45 0.11 0.13 39.75 g.68 6.90 C 6.00

astandard errors were estimated using the replication method.

bFor households with a non-zero amount.

CSample size too small to make an estimate.



Table F-7--Range of standard errors of moan amounts expressed
as a percent of the moan amounta

Number-ofhouseholds Standarderroras
inbaseofmoan percentofmoanamount
(thousands) Average_ Lowest_ ttighesta

6,881 (all FSP households) 1.5 0.4 3.7

4,208(householdswithchildren) 1.9 0.6 6.1

1,389 (householdswith earnings) 2.8 1.0 7.4

577 (householdswith disabled) 4.6 2.] 14.4

aStandard errors were from table F-6 and moan amounts from the applicable text tables.

bAverage standard error across all 12 variables in table F-6 expressed as a percent of the moan
amount.

CLowest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table F-6 expressed as a percent of the
moan amount.

dHighest of the standard errors across alt 12 variables in table F-6 expressed as a percent of the
moan amount.
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Appendix H--List of previous reports in this series

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, Summer 1986. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1988

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, Summer 1985. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,
Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1987

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1984. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, February 1983 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Offzce of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1982. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1981. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1984

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, August 1980. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Offzce of Policy, Planning and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, November 1979 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Offzce of Policy, Planning and Evaluation; 1981

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, February _978 U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service,

Office of Policy, Planning and Evaluation; 1980

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, September 1976. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Food
Stamp Division; 1977

Characteristics of Food Stamp Households, September 1975. U.S.

Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Food
Stamp Division; 1976
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