[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


   Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

Northern Regional Center

1775 K St., NW Washington, DC 20006 Phone: (202) 458-3767 Fax: (202) 458-6335

www.iicawash.org
IICA MEETS 21ST CENTURY FOOD SAFETY CHALLENGES

Food safety is a vital issue affecting virtually all of the world's people. With increasing globalization, farmers, producers and marketers must be able to assure customers and consumers worldwide that plant and animal products meet the highest health and safety standards. The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is working to ensure that the countries of the Americas develop and maintain optimal agricultural health and food safety conditions, both to protect consumers and to allow their products to compete successfully in international markets. 

About IICA

[image: image3.wmf]IICA is an international organization of the Inter-American system specializing in agriculture. Thirty-four Western Hemisphere countries participate in the Institute whose mission is to provide cooperation services for agriculture and to strengthen and facilitate Inter-American dialogue. IICA's ability to play a leadership role in agriculture in the Americas is strengthened by the participation of the ministers of agriculture of each member country who direct the organization through the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA).

   "Our food safety strategy focuses on cooperation with national agricultural health systems to modernize infrastructure, organization and operations, so that they can comply with domestic and international commitments," says Dr. Carlos E. Aquino, IICA's Director General. Programs and activities focus on four strategic areas that address food safety issues from farm to table.
1.  MODERNIZING AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY SYSTEMS 

The new dynamics of international agricultural trade are causing the countries of the hemisphere to rethink their food safety and agricultural health policies. As tariffs and trade barriers lessen, countries that wish to engage in international trade must have up-to-date sanitary and phytosanitary measures in place.

   IICA is working to help member countries meet their new obligations through modernization of national agricultural health systems. The Institute organized a group of experts to develop a model for a modern national agricultural health and food safety system built with participation of stakeholders from farm to table (www.iicanet.org/sanidad/documentos). 

   Leadership is a key element in the development of a comprehensive food safety policy. A new program–Executive Leadership in Food Safety–developed jointly by IICA and the CERES Center for Food and Nutrition Policy of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, trains professionals for leadership in food safety through problem solving, teamwork and mentoring. Participants focus on current food safety issues such as public/private partnerships; laws and regulations; the food chain and public health; and tourism and trade.  

2.  UPDATING AND HARMONIZING SPS MEASURES 

The development level of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Systems (SPS) varies greatly among countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. IICA works closely with the countries as they update their SPS measures and modernize their food safety systems to protect consumers and facilitate trade. IICA's participation in the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures enables it to enhance country support . Collaborative actions focus on updating SPS measures  to meet international requirements, disseminating current information, organizing workshops and training activities. A network of regional specialists is available to assist  governments in  analyzing issues and implementing activities (http://www.iicanet.org/sanidad/espec.asp). 

   Several strategic alliances have grown out of IICA efforts in this area, such as a project with the USDAand the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to establish low prevalence or zero prevalence zones for  the Mediterranean fruit fly in Central America.  Successful case studies of public-private cooperation are developed and shared via the AGRIHEALTH web site (see below). 

3.  EMERGING ISSUES EARLY WARNING 

IICA's hemispheric network allows it to quickly  identify emerging food safety issues and issue alert bulletins as needed. A small emergency and emerging issues fund allows  countries to proactively address  diseases and  pests that may threaten agricultural health and food safety.

   " Problems such as bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE, or 'mad cow disease') and foot and mouth disease reinforce the need to be  proactive in addressing  emerging issues," says Dr. Kevin Walker, IICA's Director of Agricultural Health and Food Safety. "These  problems involve not just the countries directly affected but are of hemispheric and worldwide concern." Under this new approach, emerging issues would be promptly identified and acted upon before an emergency  strikes. The positive "farm to table" format advocates that countries participate in international food safety organizations, maintain surveillance of the agri-food chain, build risk assessment capacity, analyze new trends, such as biotechnological advances, and monitor consumer concerns regarding food safety.   

4.  STRENGTHENING INTER-AMERICAN & REGIONAL FOCUS

IICA established the Inter-American Agricultural Health Network – AGRIHEALTH XXI – as the forum for analyzing trends and opportunities in agricultural health and food safety. This Internet-based mechanism enables experts to exchange experiences and information and communicate with the institutions responsible for agricultural health and food safety (http://infoagro.net/salud). Users will find  course curriculums on selected agricultural health topics,  a digital library providing full-text documents, audiovisual and other materials.

NRC Focuses on Integration

[image: image4.wmf]Food safety is a vital issue for the countries of the northern region—Canada, Mexico and the United States. "Shared borders and increased trade make it imperative for us to maintain communications, share information and discuss common concerns as well as differences," says John Miranda, director IICA's Northern Regional Center and Representative in the United States. "Working with the governments of the three countries, the Northern Regional Center (NRC) has developed a number of food safety activities that add value to their existing relationships."  

   Each country participates in the NRC's Agricultural Health and Food Safety Fora Steering Committee which formulates and guides the group's activities. The first agricultural health and food safety forum in 2000 covered export certification issues from a regional perspective. A videotape of that event was distributed to all 34 member countries for use in training activities. At its recent meeting, the Committee planned an ambitious agenda of fora on topics such as biotechnology, current agricultural practices and traceability.  

   The NRC also facilitates a series of discussions on the concept of Equivalence in food safety and trade between NAFTA and MERCOSUR countries. "These sessions allow the countries to exchange information and discuss issues in an informal setting. This adds value to the process of developing agreements and facilitating trade."







IICA's Long-Term Food Safety Objective – To ensure that the countries of the Americas develop and maintain optimal conditions in terms of agricultural health and food safety, so that their animal and plant products can meet the most stringent food safety requirements and compete successfully in international markets.
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Northern Regional Center's Food Safety Objective – To promote and facilitate cooperation among the three countries of the NRC and to monitor key activities related to agriculture health and food safety in the framework of trade in the countries of the Northern Region, to disseminate that information as appropriate, to assist in the harmonization of standards throughout the hemisphere.











