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Digital underwater photography while sounding mysterious and adventurous is really just a further extension of nature photography, but in the underwater realm. It is the fascination with the underwater environment that leads many who have achieved a level of proficiency with scuba diving to attempt to take photographs in this environment. Keys to success in this unique surrounding are many, beginning with equipment, from the simplest point and shoot cameras in light-weight plastic housings, to the most sophisticated house digital SLR’s cameras with  multiple strobe lights. 


As with all photography, composition and lighting remain keys to success. Many, if not all, of the elements of composition and lighting that one would use on land are transferable to the underwater environment. To achieve success underwater, not only are composition and lighting key, but an understanding of the marine environment and marine life behavior help. Generally underwater photography can be thought of as “close focus wide angle” and “macro”, and in both cases, getting closer to the subject is critical.  


For close focus wide angle photography one generally uses lens with focal lengths of 12–35 mm, the wider the better, and multiple strobes (2) positioned to reduce backscatter. Macro underwater photography is usually defined as using one of the various macro lenses with focal lengths of 60- 105mm or close-up filters that allow for close up focusing. With macro photography, one generally keeps the focal distance between camera and subject to distances of less than 2 feet. 

Lastly, no matter what camera systems you use, in the underwater environment you want images to come alive with robust, vibrant, rich colors. To achieve the fullest of colors (and understand that water filters out color as you increase the depth of the water column), strobe lights are an essential tool, not only to provide light for exposure, but also to help paint colors into the foreground. Today within the digital framework, this can be achieved at the time of the exposure (preferable) or by shooting in the RAW format (a necessity) and by using the unique powers of Photoshop or other photo-managment tools to correct for color and exposure. 

