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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

June 27, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BERNADINE BULKLEY
JIM LING, ,. . \

AI i V \
PROM: AL YOUNG}

SUBJECT: Visit to Monsanto and VETS, St. Louis, Missouri,
July 5-6, 1984

1. Effective with the departure from OSTP of Dr. Wallace, I
have assumed responsibility for providing technical expertise
on Agriculture. Accordingly, I have scheduled or completed
visits with key DOA Officials (Drs. Bentley, Kendrick, and
Kinney, June 28), University personnel (National Association
of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, June 7) and
Professional Societies (American Society of Range Management,
June 16 and Council on Agricultural Science and Technology,
July 31). With encouragement from both Dr. Wallace of Dr.
Bentley I have been invited to visit and discuss Monsanto1s
Agricultural Research Program, St. Louis, Missouri, July 5-6.

2. Why Monsanto? Within the private sector, Monsanto is a major
Teader in Agricultural Research. Currently, more than 50%
of all research conducted by Monsanto is in Agriculture. Its
laboratories in St. Louis employ more than 300 professionals
devoted to Agricultural Research. It has the largest growth
chambers in the world for conducting environmental studies on
plant growth and development. Monsanto has recently moved
into its new Biotechnology Facility and has initiated research
in areas of new pest management techniques and investigations
into growth hormones. Monsanto currently has one of the
largest and cooperative programs with Universities having
committed more than $75 million to joint ventures.

3' Why July 5-6̂ ? I have replaced Dr. Wallace on the Joint
Council on Food and Agricultural Sciences (chaired by Dr.
Bentley and reporting directly to Mr. Block). The Joint
Council is meeting on August 1-3 to discuss "FY 86 Priorities
for Research, Extension and Higher Education." It is
important that I have a thorough understanding of what is
happening in research within all sectors of the Agricultural
Community prior to that date.



4. The Downside to a Visit to Monsanto. A major issue to my
visiting Monsanto at this time is Monsanto's continued
involvement in dioxin litigation; i.e., Nitro, West Virginia
case. The government is not a party to the case in West
Virginia, nor is Monsanto currently involved in litigation

• with the U.S. government on issues related to Agent Orange.
However, the perception of my visiting Monsanto could be
seen as a conflict of interest. I dp not believe this will
occur. I am confining my visit to Monsanto to programs in
Agricultural Research. I would propose visiting those
individuals and offices noted on the attached charts.

5. Vietnam Veterans Twin Study (Vets). While with the VA, I
served on a special committee to develop a study on twins.
I would like to visit the Twin Research Group, express my
best wishes for a successful program and withdraw any
future involvement in this program.

6. I solicit your support for my visit to Monsanto. I would
like to place dioxin and Agent Orange into my £ast and
move forward into new areas. I believe this trip will
enhance that process.

Approve Disapprove
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