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June 18, 2003

June 18, 2003
Bethany Geldmaker
Virginia Department of Health
1500 East Main Street, Suite 137
Richmond, VA 23219
Dear Ms. Geldmaker:

The Virginia Department of Health is currently participating in a multi-state grant project that examines ways the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program can help prevent childhood obesity.  As a part of this study, we will be piloting an intervention at the Falls Church WIC Clinic this fall.  Input from local community leaders is essential in ensuring the success and maintenance of this effort.  Consequently, we are inviting community representatives to share their knowledge and experience in the areas of parenting, nutrition, physical activity, and culturally appropriate programs. 

Please join us at the Childhood Obesity Prevention Project's Community Taskforce Meeting from 1:00-3:00 p.m. on July 27, 2000 at the Fairfax County Health Department, Kelly's Square, Conference Room 3.  The purpose of this meeting is to gather information from community leaders regarding the intervention design.  Our grant team will share information gathered from focus groups and surveys regarding parents' perceptions of child feeding and obesity.  We will also examine possibilities for community collaboration.  

I hope that you will see this as an exciting opportunity to help focus community efforts on childhood obesity.  Please complete and return the enclosed Key Informant Survey by July 20, 2000 via mail or fax: (804) 371-6162.   If you have questions concerning the meeting or require additional information, please contact me by telephone (804/786-6496) or e-mail: AWHITE@VDH.STATE.VA.US.

Sincerely,

Alicia H. White, MS, RD

Childhood Obesity Project Coordinator

