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REPORT OF CONTACT
CONFIDENTIAL

CONTACTED BY: Jack Goldberg, Hines V A M C , CSPCC
DATE OF CONTACT: May 31, 1984

Jack contacted me to relay the fo l lowing i n f o r m a t i o n .

The p r e v i o u s l y a p p r o v e d t r a v e l a u t h o r i t y to a t t e n d a J u n e 6
m e e t i n g a t Brooks A i r Force Base w i t h L a t h r o p and E r i c k s o n
(p r inc ipa l invest igator of the CDC Epidemio logy s tudy) has been
rec inded.

The J u n e 21 m e e t i n g of the V A ' s COG II ( C o n s u l t a n t O v e r s i g h t
G r o u p ) to r e v i e w and p r o v i d e f i n a l a p p r o v a l to V E T S Pro toco l I I
has been "postponed".

There is no i n f o r m a t i o n as to w h e t h e r the le t ter f r o m the VA to
Simpson of the Senate Vete rans A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e , request ing that
OTA rev iew Protocol II, has been dispatched.

G r e e n e has s u s p e n d e d a l l a c t i v i t y on Pro toco l I I . T h e r e f o r e ,
Greene fel t that the m e e t i n g w i t h La th rop and Er i ckson is
inappropria te . Since OTA has been (?will be) given responsibi l i ty
for r e v i e w i n g and a p p r o v i n g Pro tocol II , a m e e t i n g of COG II is
super f luous at this t ime.

My Assessment - In the past, I had naively thought that al though
Greene was opposed to our s tudy on sc ien t i f i c g r o u n d s , he was
intel lectual ly honest and would therefore move rapidly to obtain
outside independent review. I now feel that Greene is unal te rably
opposed to the VETS and w i l l u t i l i z e e v e r y m e t h o d poss ib le to
prevent any review. He has decided to suf foca te the VETS. He has
s topped COG I I r e v i e w ( a f t e r all , i t m i g h t be a p p r o v e d and then
he really would be in a pickle) , has refused to permi t review of
the p ro toco l by the A O W G , and w i l l d e l a y OTA r e v i e w as long as
possible.

The m a j o r p u r p o s e o f ou r p l a n n e d m e e t i n g w i t h L a t h r o p and
Er ickson was to develop the founda t ion for cooperat ion among the
th ree p r o j e c t s . The r ec i s ion of our t r a v e l a u t h o r i t y may cause
s ign i f ican t damage to the VETS.

I can only assume that Greene is completely aware of the d a m a g i n g
e f f e c t s f u r t h e r de lays wi l l h a v e on the VETS. If the process of
i n v o l v i n g OTA has no t ye t even b e g u n , i t s eems u n l i k e l y tha t
OTA's rev iew can be completed before the early fall. The clinical
phase of the project then could probably not begin unti l spring,
1985. Longer delays can only work to Greene 's advan tage .

W h i l e I was in W a s h i n g t o n , H o b s o n m e n t i o n e d to me tha t S h e p a r d
should n e v e r have ag reed t o g i v e M e d i c a l R e s e a r c h c o m p l e t e
admin i s t r a t i ve responsibili ty for our project , since Hobson felt



that G r e e n e m i g h t p r o c r a s t i n a t e i n a c c o m p l i s h i n g i m p o r t a n t
ob j ec t i ve s . I agreed. H o w e v e r , I d i d n ' t apprec ia te that Greene
w o u l d be so s u d d e n , o v e r t , and a g g r e s s i v e in h is o b s t r u c t i o n i s t
act ivi t ies .


