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Background

The U.S. National Parasite Collection, one of the world’s
largest collection of parasites of animals and man, is the major
type repository for North American parasitologists and for others
who lack adeguate facilities (figs. 1 and 2).

The collection was started in 1892 by USDA scientists Charles
Wardell Stiles and Albert Hassall with their personal collections
as the nucleus. It was initially called the BAI Collection (Bureau
of Animal Industry). In 1894 the Smithsonian Institution
authorized Stiles to establish a U.S. National Museum
Helminthological Collection to be maintained by the Department of
Agriculture as a research tool. This arrangement still exists. In
addition to the designations BAI Collection and  USNM
Helminthological Collection, other names previously used include
Zoological Division Parasite Collection, USDA Parasite Collection,
Beltsville Parasite Collection, and the Animal Parasite Collection.
Since 1969 the name U.S. National Parasite Collection has been used
and specimens have been accessioned either in the USNM
Helminthological Collection (all types and most specimens
documented in the literature) or in the USDA Parasite Collection.
Because separate collections have not been established for many
other groups of parasites of animals, the USNM Helminthological
Collection has many kinds of parasites other than helminths. They
include protozoa, arthropods, and miscellaneous phyla.

In addition to Stiles and Hassall, the collection has been
curated by B. H. Ransom, M.C. Hall, A. McIntosh, W. W. Becklund,
and M. B. Chitwood. Other USDA workers associated with the
collection over the years include B. G. Chitwood, E. B. Cram, G.
Dikmans, J. T. Lucker, E. W. Price, and E. E. Wehr.



1961 Identified rat lungworm (Angiostrongylus cantonensis) from
brain of man, resulting in discovery that a nematode is
causative agent of parasitic or eosinophilic
meningoencephalitis in the South Pacific

1970 Published checklist of internal and external parasites of deer
in North America

1971 Published descriptions and keys to many common nematode
parasites of ruminants

1971 Discovered larvae of eyeworm (Thelazia gulosa) in face fly
(Musca autumnalis), the first natural vector for eyeworm of
cattle in eastern North America

1973 Published first manual for identification of parasites in
tissue sections, including 249 figures of parasites in lesions

1975 Published illustrated keys to helminths of domestic equids

1977-1983 Published redescriptions and keys to intestinal nematodes
of ruminants (Cooperia, Nematodirus, Nematodirella

1978 Determined that anisakid nematode of commercial shellfish was
fourth-stage larva of Sulcascaris sulcata of marine turtles

1980 Published keys to genera for 3 superfamilies of bursate
nematodes of vertebrates, Strongyloidea, Ancylostomatoidea,
and Diaphanocephaloidea

1985 Redescribed stages of the heartworm, Dirofilaria immitis from
dogs

1985 Identified and redescribed Nematodirus battus an imported
nematode parasite of sheep

1986-1988 Published redescriptions of stomach worms of ruminants
(Haemonchus, Ostertagia)
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