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Questions by Wright Bryan.
Answers by Dr. il. B. Raffensperger, in charge of the zoological
3nb§ratory, United States Department of igriculture, Buresu of
Animel Industry.

Qe+ DR, RAFFINCPERGER, TIE OPRIING OF HEW PACKING HOUSES
IN GEORCIA HAS FOCUSED ATTENTION ON THE POSSIB ILITIES OF PROFITARLE
LEVESTOCK RAISING IN THIS STATE AND IN THE SOUTH G ERALLY. WI BELIEVE,
FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE AND STUDY OF SWINE IN THE SOUTH, AND YOUR CQﬁTﬁGTS
WITH THOSE IN OTHER FIELDS OF LIVISTOCK WORK, THAT YOU CaN TXLL US MUCH
ABOUT THIS INDUSTRY. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ITS FUTURE IN GEORGIA. .

Ao That is rather a large question, dbut I cansaﬁr withe
out any dowbt that the industry will add to the income and the well-being
of Georgis farmers if they will teke adventaege of the opportunities which
ere presenting theuselves. Georzis is now producing about nineteen million
dollars' warth of hogs each year. This is rather a fine showing for our
state., It is interesting to mote that the farm value per head has inereased
from about #5.60 two years ag to #7.60 this year. Some of this increase
is due, I believe, to a2 better quality of hogs mw being reaised in this State
But there is much progress to be made, for Georgie is consuming more pork |
then she produces. Dean Chapmen's figures show that we bring into this
state each year the net of approximately 1,400,000 hogs.

Qe YOU MEAN, DOCTOR, THAT THE PEOPLE OF GHORGIA EAT THE
MEAT OF ABOUT 1,400,000 HOGS MORE THAN THE FARMS (F GEORGIA PRODUCE?

A. Yes sir! You can readily see the possibilities of

the livestock industry in this state. If we produced only what we consume
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in Ceorgla, there would be room for & great increese in swine produetien,
"fhc soame thing is true of beef cattle, since the beef which we bring inte
this state exceeds by 250,000 cattle the emount produced in this state,

Q. SUPPCBE THX FARMER DOES RAISE MORE LIVESTOCK. IS
THERE A MARKET FOR HIS PRODUCT?

A, Assuredly there ts. Our lergest memt puckers |
heve estailished pleants in Georgis. There are five of these plants
in the stsote now. They sre located in Atlents, Albany, Tifton, Yioultrie,
end iuguste, Their cepmcity is entirely emple to process all the iive~-
stoek raised in Georgie, snd e grest desl more. They not only stend ready
to buy the farmers' stook -~ for cash -~ but their continued existence
depend entirely on the fermers® willingness to produce the raw s terial
for them. They are banking on the growth of the livestock industry in
this state. They ere adding to the weelth of this state, and 1t is up
to our famers to Jjustify their position by teking advantage of the
opportunity vwhiech presents 1tulr.'

Qe IS IT NECESSAKY FOR A FARMER TO ABANDON OTHER LINES
OF ACIIVITY T 0 ENGAGE IN LIVESTOCK RAISINGT

A, Mot et all. The growing of livestock should be part
of a general farm progrem, ond the income from sale of stock will be
added to the present fam income. It is en accepted fmot that sny ferm
prdgrem, to be well balanced, must be diversified,

The farmer must not confine 211 of his efforts to one
orop, or to sny one soarce of income. If he does «~ snd fails -- he
loses his year's work. A diversified ferm rai ses several different
erops, looking rirst to supply the famer's own table, and then to a
surplus of cash erops for the mrket, Any well balanced farm program
mist include livestock, for livestock enriches the lani, in sddition
to being a cash erop that can be turned into cash eny day in the year.
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Qe I CAN APFRECIATE THE TRUTH OF THIS, DOCTOR, FOR TMAY'S
ATLANTA JOURNAL CARRIES ON THE 'FRONT PAGE AN ASSOCIATED PRESS DISPATCH
FROM WASHINGTCN SHOWING THAT THE INCOME OF GEORGIA FARMERS FROM S ALE
OF LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS WAS $13,498,000 IN THE ?IHST
EIGHT MONTHS OF THIS YEAR., 'THIS WAS A SUBSTANTIAL INCRWASE OVER THE
SAME PERIOD OF 1935 WHEN THE IﬂGOﬁ FROM LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS
wAS §$11,641,000, APPARENTLY GEORGIA IS WELL SUITED FOR LIVESTOCK
GROWING, IS THIS TRUE?

Ae It cortainly is. We have a long growing sessom,
We can grow feed e¢rops the yesr raund, nantﬁt of the mild climete,
our famers do not need expensive uildings to house or shelter their
livestock. You see, Mr, Bryan, reising feed crops every momth in the

year mesns thet you éo not have to harvest and store your crops to

provide winter feed, You simply keep the animels in the field where

they do thelr own harvesting. Thet cuts down overhesd expense.
/ Q. DOCTOR, WE HAVE ALL HEARD F THE RAZORBACK HOG OF
SQUTH GEORGIA. TFIL US ABOUT THIS ANIMAL.

A, Well, Mr. Bryan, the rezorback hog xéy have been
femous in the past, but ot present he is disappesring, ani he is not
worth mueh on the rerket. The rszorback, or we might say the native
or common stock, is largely pprmitted to seek its own food, It seldem
finls the proper fool, does mot put on much weight, end there is no
demand on the mrket for this type of enimal, Our farmers are finding
this out and are turning to bhetter hogs. You have read of the thoussnds
of yoang pigs from the drought areas in the west thet have been shipped
into this state,

Our famers sre buying these young pigs to feed during the



- 4 -
naft few months., Muny famers plam to keep some of them for brood stock
<88 some of these pigs from the West sre pure bred or heve 2 large
percentage of pure breeding,

Here in GJeorgia young pigs cam be produced every month
in the year; famers can plan and feed so thst their pigs will be
farrowed in the spring and be ready for market in Auguat end Septenber
when prices are highest.

Qe THE SO0-CALL "PINEY WOODS" CATTLE STANDS IN JUST ABOUT
THE SAME CLASS AS THE RAZORBA(K HOG, DOESN'T HE, DR. RAFFENSPERGER?

Ae TYes. The only way to improve zny kind of livestock
is to Wild wp the breed of animsls, and then develop the proper feed
erope and pasturage that cem be reised most cheaply, and et the
stme time will put the proper kind of mest on the animsls,

Q. I UNDERSTAND THE DEP/RTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WITH ITs
STA¥F OF '::ﬁczmzcm. WORKERS HAS BEIN MAXING INVESTIGATIONS FOR A NUMBER
OF YEARS IN SOUTE GEORGIA, SEEKING TO FIND A WAY IN WHICH THE FARMER CAN
RAISE MORE ARD BETTER HOGS, HAS THE WAY BEEN FOUND, DR. RAFFENSPERGER,
AND WILL YOU TSIL UB SOMETHING ABOUT IT? I'M SURE THE FARMERS WILL BE'
INTERESTED -~ AND THE CITY PROPLE MAY ALSO BE INTERESTED WHEN THEY
HEAR YOU 3AY THAT A PIG WANTS TO BE CLEAN. ,

As Well for ten yeers the Department of Agriculture
hes hed a Jaboratory at Moultrie, md through experimentation
many interesting things have been discovered. What you say about =&
pig wanting to be 8 clean animsl is true. Cleenliness counts, even
with pics.

I hod planned to tell our sudience sbout the technicel
studies we have mede, but my farmer friends in South Georgies tell me

to forget technicel words am give them the plain everday language,
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It is true the south fomerly suffered hesvy losses in
swine. When the hogs roamed the swemps, owners suffered great losses.

The pige did mt have the proper food, the younz pigs were killed,
 end the methods were mot at all satisfactory. :
| Qs WELL, DOCTOR, WHAT DID YOUR DEPARTMENT DO ABOUT THIS?

A. We soon discovered that to raise hogs suceessfully
in the south, we must keep them out of the swamps. The farmer must
give his hogs good ocare end feed. He must keep them in a good pastere
end feed them & balanced ration. '

' It has been proved time and time agein that the fermer who
puts his sow in @ clean field -~ which means one tlat was previously
cultiveted, or a field in which hogs hed not been fed during the
previous year, will raise sbout a third more pigs out of a litter than
he did by the old method. Ile does this becsuse his losses are smeller.

Qe YOU MEAN, DR. RAFFENSPRRGER, THAT THE FARMER WHO
KEEPS HIS PIGS IN A CLEAN FIELD WILL RAISE A GREATER PRROENTAGE OF HIS
?IGS TO MTURITY THAN THE PARMER WHO DOESN'T?

A, Exactly thatl We eall it the Swine Sanitation Plan
beceuse it means a clean place for pigs. And not only does the farmer
raise more pigs in e clean field, but these pigs will make greater
gains; they will grow much faster when fed 2 balanced reation.

We had an example of this at a hog show in Moultrie
recently. I wish you could have been there. There were two pigs
on display, side by side. They were exactly the sames age, six months
and ten days, and about the seme breeding. DBut the one that roemed
the swamps to find his feed weighed only FORTY POUNDS, while the other
hog - we call him & senitary hog ~ weighed TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY POUKDS.
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The one was worth not only top market price, bhut weighed
two hundred pounds more than the other, cad ecm be sold roadily, while
there is practically no market demand for the poorer type amimel.

Qe THAT IS lOST INTERESTING, BUT HOW COULD ONE WEIGH
SO MUCH MORE WHEN YHEY WERE THE GAME AGE?

, A. It was the care of sow and litter during the suekling
period that accounted for & great deal of the difference. Feed and j
menagemnent mode up the rest. The little pig that weighed only 40 pounds
had rommed the swamps, eating what it could find, It wasn't eay trouble
to 1ts owners -~ amd of course, it wemm't worth much.

The hog thet weighed 240 pounds had been raised in a clean
field and, in sddition to the pasture erop, hed been fed & balanced
ration, and had been given &« mineral mixture of emal pmris of ground
limestone, salt, and bone meal,

It got off to & good start by being borm in & ele:n field,
end it wes provided with ths necessary feed snd minersls to grow rapidly
and produce good quality meat to commeesnd the highest market prices.

Qe BUT THE BIC HOG COST THX FARMXR MORE, DIDN'*T IT?

As Yes, dut not nesrly so much as you might think. The
farmer reises practically wermmg‘whiah he feeds this hog, and the
farmeyr is @ busim;-s mene. le is willing to spend & few cents when he
sees on opportunity to meke & few dollars, This is what he did to get
the big hog: He plamed. He used good manegement. He invested 'a Lew
dollars. And he got & mich grester return -- more then enough to pay
kim for the things he 4id end the men with the forty-pound hog negleeted
to do,

Qe THIS I5 MOST INTERESTING, BUT ARE THE FARMERS OF
CRORGIA MAKING USE OF THIS METHOD WHICH THE DEPARIMENT OF AGRICULTURR

HAS OUTLINED?
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* A. Yes. There are & number of them using the plan with
excellent results, Jiore and more use it each year as they see what their
neighbors are doing with 1t. i o

When every famer in the Southessterm stetes hes adopted

millions

this plen it will mean midddas of dollers more for them. And our years
of wark uiil have sccomplished whet we set out to do.

The infanmatiqn elso is being spreed through the vocational
agrieulture)l student projetts and through the 4~H Cludb work of the cowmty
sgents. The state colleges of dgriculture anm the state experiment farms
elso are following the Swine Sanitation Plan, and helping to pess it on
to the famers.

‘ It does seem to me that throuwgh these different agencies
the program of better swine raising practiees, which of course will
include ssnitation, better breeding end téiding, will be extended in the
next several years, and the swine industry placed on & sounder basis
for more profitable pork production in the sauth.

: Qe OUR FARM LISTENYRS, NO DOUBT, WOULD LIER JUORE DETAILS
OF THE PLANS YOU HAVE OUTLINED., DO YOU HAVE THE BWINE SANITATION SYSTIM
DESCRIBED IN PRINT? SO THEY MICGHT GET A COPY?

A, Yes, We shall be glad to senéd a copy of leaflet
Fumber 108, They may write to the United Statesz Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D. Ce, and ssk for leaflet Number 108, It will be sent free
of charge. Or they con write to me in care of this atation, and Iwll
see that 2 copy.of this leaflet is mailed to them.

The United 3tates Department of Agriculture and the state
experiment station and extension services slso have literature about
beol cattle raising which should be valuable to those who wish to par-

ticipate in building the great livestock industry in Georgle.



