
Item ID Number °1823

Author Eisen. Scth

Corporate Author

Report/Article TltlO Typescript: Report of Conlact, July 17, 1984

Journal/Book Title

Year 000°

Month/Day

Color

Number of Imaoos 4

OeSCrlptOH Notes Alvm L- Youn9 fllcd tnis llem under "Vielnam Veterans
Twin Study." Item includes cover note from Scth Eisen
to Dr. Alvin Young and a Report of Contact describing
Drs. W. Henderson and Jack Goldberg's call to Soth
Eison regarding the scheduling of the VETS protocol
review. Also included in this item is a letter from Sclh
Eison to Alvin Young dated July 20, 1984, regarding
internal squabbles surrounding the VETS protocol.

Wednesday. July 11, 2001 Pago 1824 ol 1870



Veterans Administration

REFERENCE SLIP
TO

1.

'!)*-

(flume or title—Mail routing fymbol)

/o P) T/.Y£>i/sA— ̂\l^y,/-u*v. itiv ( \
3. j>

"
5.

INITIALS-DATE

REASON FOR REFERENCE

Q] AS REQUESTED 1 1 FOR YOUR FILES [_J NOTE AND RETURN

1 | COMMENTS 1 (INFORMATION |_J PER CONVERSATION

1 (CONCURRENCE 1 (NECESSARY ACTION I (SIGNATURE

REMARKS

J

VA FORM «««•
MAY I960 3Z3O

EXISTING STOCKS OF VA FORM 3230,
AUO 1976. WILL BE USED.

*„_ _„.
WU'S- QPO'



REPORT OF CONTACT

C O N T A C T E D BY: Drs. W. Henderson and Jack Goldberg, Hines CSPCC
DATE OF C O N T A C T : July 17, 1984

Drs. Henderson and Goldberg i n f o r m e d me that Dr. Greene, Medical
R e s e a r c h Se rv ice , V A C O , had cal led to say tha t the V E T S r e v i e w
has been scheduled for August 30, 1984 in Washington, D. C.

Members of the review committee are:

T h e o d o r e C o l t o n , D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h , B o s t o n
Univers i ty

Walter Nance, Department of Human Genetics, Medical College
of Vi rg in ia

Lewis K u l l e r , D e p a r t m e n t o f E p i d e m i o l o g y , U n i v e r s i t y o f
Pittsburgh

Pat B u f f l e r , School of Public Health, Un ive r s i t y of Texas
John Wilson, Depar tmen t of Psychology, Cleveland State Uni-

versity
Andre Ognibene , Director , San Anton io State Chest Hospital
Day, Director, Fred Hu tch inson Cancer Center
Par lof f , Nat ional Institites of Menta l Health ( re t i r ed)
Melby, Divis ion of Endocr inology, Boston Un ive r s i t y
Mil le r , Depar tment of Clinical Ep idemio logy , Nat ional Cancer

Institute

The August 30 meet ing has been designed to provide the reviewers
w i t h 3 h o u r s of d e t a i l e d b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n on the c u r r e n t
s t a t u s o f r e s e a r c h i n t h e a r e a o f V i e t n a m e x p e r i e n c e a n d
H e r b i c i d e O r a n g e Hea l th e f f e c t s , f o l l o w e d by 9 h o u r s of g r o u p
d i scus s ion . The en t i re 12 hour session wi l l be closed w i t h the
exception of the two hour a f te rnoon discussion wi th the VETS co-
Pi 's .

8:00 - 8:30 - Introduct ion (Greene )
8:30 - 9:15 - R e v i e w of R a n c h H a n d s t u d y ( W o l f e , c o - p r i n c i p a l

inves t iga tor )
9:15 - 10:00 - R e v i e w of CDC B i r t h D e f e c t s & E p i d e m i o l o g y

studies (Er i ckson , co-principal invest igator)
10:00 - 10:30 - Review of VETS Regis t ry (Rob ine t t e , NAS)
10:30 - 10:45 - Review of Nat ional Needs Assessment s tudy ( G r e e n e )
10:45 - 11:00 - Break
11:00 - 3:00 - Work ing lunch and review of VETS protocol
3:00 - 5:00 - Discussion of VETS protocol w i th VETS co-Pi's
5:00 - 8:00 - Discussion of VETS protocol by rev iewers , w r i t i n g

of cr i t ique and recommendat ions .

It is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g tha t at the end of the d a y , the ac t i on of
the review group on the VETS will be announced .

Seth Eisen
cc: Acting ACOS/RD

COS
Medical Center Director



July 20, 1984

Dear Al,

A few days ago, Bill, John, and I had dinner with Barkley Shepard
and Don Rosenbloom in St. Louis. They were visiting the St. Louis
VA Media Production Service to continue to develop the script for
an update videotape on Agent Orange.

The following are some points of interest.

Barkley is more suspicious than ever of Greene's intentions in
relation to the VETS. He said that Greene has been acting
"paranoid" about the VETS and seems to be trying to construct an
environment so that it will be killed. At every opportunity,
Greene apparently talks disparagingly about the project. Barkley
said that he has been unsuccessful in getting Greene to be
specific about the reasons for his critical attitude. Shepard
feels that Greene's criticism seems so unreasonably strong that
he might be discrediting himself in the eyes of higher level VACO
staff.

Shepard said that Greene told Robinette of NAS that he should not
talk with any of the staff of the Agent Orange Projects Office.
Shepard thought this was totally inappropriate.

The extent of Shepard's suspicions about the VETS is indicated by
his comments that Greene is reportedly shifting a large sum of
money from the VETS FY '84 budget to another category. Shepard
wondered whether this was an effort to hasten the VETS demise.

Shepard (to my surprise) suggested that >we do everything possible
to counterbalance Greene's biased cont/ol of the review process.
Unfortunately, our ability to do th/s in an acceptably subtle
manner is relatively limited. I h/pe that Wolfe, during his
presentation of the Ranch Hand data*, will make some supportive
comments about the VETS. I have only talked with Erickson briefly
a couple of times. I have no idea what he might say to the review
group. Wilson has been approached indirectly through a third
party, and I believe he strongly supports our project. Shepard
said that he will be meeting with Miller in mid-August and will
talk with him about the VETS at that time. I'm not sure what else
can be done.

Shepard wondered who might be permitted to attend the review
group session. Shepard said that "I won't be invited, but I sure
will try to be there." We discussed whether Hagans will be pres-
ent. Shepard noted that Hagans has apparently been excluded from
all administrative responsibilities and decisions in relation to
the VETS. Shepard felt that Hagans has been managed in a rather
insulting fashion. Noone knows whether Hagans will be invited.

Shepard said that a congresswoman recently asked the VA to devel-
op a research project which will examine the effect of the Viet-
nam experience (or perhaps it was exposure to Agent Orange) on



the health of female Vietnam veterans. Apparently this request
was eventually referred to Greene's office who referred it to
CDC. CDC has now submitted an outline of a protocol which pro-
poses to examine all the estimated 7,000 female Vietnam experien-
ced veterans and a control cohort. The cost is about $35 million!
The VETS is a real bargain.

Of interest Shepard related a story about Donati and Nora
Kinzer. Apparently during the farewell party for Custis, Shepard
noted Kinzer's presence to Donati. Donati then introduced him-
self to Kinzer and the two talked for several minutes. When
Donati returned, he told Shepard that Kinzer was about the dumb-
est person he had met in a long time. Several days later, Kinzer
passed Shepard in the VACO halls and mentioned that Donati had
been very insulting to her. The details of the interchange be-
tween Donati and Kinzer are known only to them.

Some other information:

Jack Goldberg (Mines VA, CSPCC) had been attempting to find an
acceptable meeting date for the review group for the past four
weeks. Difficulties repeatedly developed because Greene's office
didn't approve of the proposed dates. Two alternatives were
finally presented: August 30, 31 or two days in November. We
stated that we much preferred the earlier date. Greene's office
continued to delay in making a decision. Rather precipitously,
early Monday morning, July 9, Greene phoned Goldberg to state
that the meeting would be held on August 30 and that all arrange-
ments (even travel for the co-Pi's) would be made by his office.
(Contacting participants and handling travel arrangements is
traditionally the responsibility of the Cooperative Studies
Program Coordinating Center.) Jack suggested that Greene might
have been delaying in hopes that the review group would be forced
to convene in November, increasingly the likelihood that he could
develop more support for rejecting the project. Henderson
commented that Greene reportedly was told by "someone in the
CMD's or Administrator's office" that further delays are
unacceptable and that the meeting will be held in August.

I hope you enjoyed your time in Colorado as much as Marion and I
enjoyed ours.


