
                

                   
 

           

                             

                      

 

         

                                   

                            

                       

    

                                 

                           

                        

                           

           

                               

                              

                       

 

                       

                                   

                                    

                                 

             

 

                                

                                     

                   

FAQ: Publication Lists from AGRICOLA and Scopus 

on Climate Change and Effects of Selected Agricultural Conservation Practices 

How are these publication lists created? 

Automated searches are run on the AGRICOLA and Scopus databases to generate the lists of 

publications. There are benefits and limitations to receiving information this way. 

Why were these topics chosen? 

The purpose of these publication lists is to provide a starting point for people to find information related 

to climate change and selected conservation practices. The topics were chosen in consultation with 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) staff working on the Conservation Effects Assessment 

Project (CEAP). 

An anticipated use is to provide a baseline of the scientific literature on climate change and conservation 

practices to inform CEAP activities and related efforts such as reviewing conservation practice standards 

or informing conservation strategies to address climate‐related conservation concerns. Results can be 

used to help identify knowledge gaps relative to conservation effects and effectiveness of conservation 

practices for selected conservation concerns. 

With this in mind, the focus is on climate change and selected conservation or best management 

practices likely to affect water quality and quantity (including drought), fish and wildlife, and wetlands. 

Potential effects of climate change on integrated pest management are also covered. 

Why do I see citations that look off topic in a list? 

Even though care was taken to minimize this, because of the automated way in which these lists are 

generated, off‐topic items may appear. In addition, while some titles may appear to be off topic, a look 

at the database record will likely reveal that all the necessary keywords are present to qualify the 

document to be included in the list. 

I'm aware of a document that should appear on a list but doesn't. Why is that? 

It may be that the document wasn't indexed with the keywords used in the database search or that the 

document is not included in either of the databases used. 



                     

                             

                                           

 

 

                         

                                  

                                        

                           

 

                         

                           

   

                                      

                     

 

                                       

   

 

 

 

Why can I only see current year publications from Scopus? 

Only the twenty most recent publications are displayed. However, if you have institutional access to 

Scopus you can click on the link at the bottom of the Scopus list to see the full results from Scopus. 

Can I see the search strategies that are used to generate these lists? 

For AGRICOLA, the search strategies are at the top of the page with the publications from AGRICOLA. 

For Scopus, you will need institutional access to see the search strategy. If you have it, click on the link 

at the bottom of the list to see the full results and search strategy. 

Can I change these automated searches to customize what appears on a list? 

Yes. If needed, you can change or manipulate the searches on your own.
 

For Scopus:
 

If you have institutional access to Scopus, click the linked text 'All Articles' at the bottom of the page.
 

This link will take you to the search within Scopus.
 

On the left side of your screen will be one way to change the results by searching within the existing 

search. 



 

 

                                                

 

 

 

                                         

       

 

Also, there will be a way to refine the search as you need with a number of filters also on the left side. 

Another  way  to  change  the  search  is  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  search,  in  grey  is  the  search  strategy,  

showing  the  focus  of  the  search  and  the  keywords  used.   Next  to  the  search  screen  is  a  tool  icon  with  

'Edit.'    

If you click 'Edit' you will be taken to the Advanced Search and have the option to add in new search 

terms or remove others. 



 

 

 

  

 

By  default  these  search  results  are  presented  by  date,  but  once  in  Scopus  you  can  sort  by  relevance,  

author,  and  more.  Choosing  'relevance'  will  bring  the  most  on‐target  citations  to  the  top  of  the  list.  

For  AGRICOLA:  

To  make  changes  to  this  search  you  will  need  to  copy  the  search  strategy  from  the  results  page  and  then

click  'New  Search'  in  the  top  menu  bar.    



                                  

                         

 

 

                             

Select 'Advanced Search' and then paste the copied search strategy into the search box. You can then 

add or remove terms and Boolean operators (e.g., 'AND,' 'OR') to the search. 

Please be aware that the search box has a character limit, shown above the search. 




